
   

December 2016 Newsletter 

West Midlands Woodturners is a ñnot for profitò company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165 

9.15 am Sunday 11th December. 

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Mark Baker Demonstration,  

Presentation of Competition awards and other trophies. 

Christmas buffet and ñSecret Santaò. 

2017 Programme of meetings  

Venue: Water Orton Primary School, unless otherwise stated. 

15th January Hands On: Platters 

19th February Colwyn Way Demo 

19th  March Hands On: ñ10 turnersò 

9th April Mark Sanger Demo 

21st May Hands On: Finials 

11th June Paul Hannaby Demo 

16th July Hands On: Natural edge bowls 

20th August Keith Fenton Demo 

17th September Hands On: Fruit 

15th October Dave Atkinson Demo 

19th November AGM and Hands On : Spirals 

10th December Mark Hancock Demo 

Happy Christmas to all  

WMWT members 

 from  

           Cliff, John, Les  

              and the  

                 Committee. 

(Click on blue underlined text for demonstrators website) 

http://www.marksanger.co.uk/
https://www.hannaby.com/
http://www.aroundwood.co.uk/
http://www.markhancock.co.uk/
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 WMWT Committee  

Chairman Cliff Lane Chair@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Vice Chairman Wolfgang Schulze

-Zachau 

TBA 

Secretary & Director John Hooper Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Treasurer Les Saunby Treasurer@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Programme Manager Malcolm Thorpe TBA 

Equipment Manager Steve Simmons TBA 

Membership Secretary Helen Lees TBA 

Newsletter Editor John Hooper Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 
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Chairmanôs comments. 

Thank you to everyone that attended the November meeting and AGM. The Committee 

was able to report another successful year with membership numbers up, an exception-

ally good weekend at Woodworks at Daventry achieving overall first and in the first 

three in all categories, and the four new outside event venues all exceeded our expecta-

tions. 

 The Hands On that followed the AGM was soon in full swing. There were 45 mem-

bers and 5 visitors at the meeting with 2 new members joining on the day. The theme 

for the meeting was Hollow Forms and many of those present took the opportunity to 

try out the range of different hollowing tools that members had brought in. There were 

7 lathes set up and all of them were kept busy all day. 

The raffle raised a magnificent £72. 

The final Chairmanôs Challenge of the year attracted 11 excellent entries. The Display 

table was well supported with over 25 high quality pieces on show.   The winners of 

the three Chairmanôs Challenge shields will be announced at the December meeting. 

There is no Chairmanôs Challenge for December so please make an extra effort to bring 

in something for the display table. 

The list of Chairmanôs Challenge projects for 2017 is included in this newsletter. 

Thank you for the Donations for the ñpick a pegò at the November meeting. 

We are always looking at ways to make Hands On days even better so please tell us 

what you would like to see. 

Our December meeting will include the Bring and Share Christmas Buffet. If you have 

not been to one of these before we all bring in some food either savoury or sweet, as a 

guide bring in as much as you would eat yourself plus a little extra. Food should be 

things that you can pick up with your fingers and does not need a knife, fork and 

spoon. Why not bring a turned plate to eat your food off. 

Each year at the Christmas meeting we have a Secret Santa where members that want 

to take part can wrap a gift, usually turning related. These are placed on a table and at 

the end of the meeting you take a gift for yourself from the table. We would suggest a 

value of around £4. 

I hope to see you all on the 11th December but as this is the last newsletter of the year 

can I take this opportunity, on behalf of myself and the committee, to wish everyone a 

Merry Christmas and happy, peaceful and prosperous New Year. 

ðððððooððððð 

Cliffôs Christmas Crackers 

Stanôs wife had been dropping hints all weekend for him to tell her what he was buying 

for her Christmas present. 

Eventually he relented and said.    

ñIt was supposed to be a surprise, but do you remember that pink Mercedes that you 

saw in the car showroom and liked so much?ò 

Hi wife could not believe her luck and, with a big grin on her face said ñYes I remem-

ber it was absolutely gorgeousò 

Stan said.  

ñWell, I have got you a toothbrush in exactly the same colourò 

 

Stan's wife asked him what he was doing on the computer that took so long. 

He told her he was looking for cheap flights. 

"Oh, I love you!" she said, and then she got all excited, and hugged and kissed him. 

This seemed odd to Stan because sheôs never shown an interest in darts before. 
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Annual General Meeting Report: (summary of elections and deci-

sions) 

The AGM took place on 20th November 2016 and since the meeting met the quorum 

requirements, an Extraordinary meeting was not required. 

The current officers were re-elected and the committee was elected as follows: 

Chair: Cliff Lane 

Secretary: John Hooper 

Treasurer: Les Saunby 

Vice Chair: Wolfgang Schulze-Zachau 

Programme and Events: Malcolm Thorpe 

Equipment: Steve Simmons 

Membership: Helen Lees. 

Publicity: Vacant 

Peter Timms and Ken Beresford both stepped down from the committee, and the mem-

bers thanked them for their many years of committee work. 

Officers and committee members reports were received which variously highlighted 

the activities, issues and events during 2016 and looked forward into 2017 for our dem-

onstrator programme and aspects of the clubs activities and outside events. 

Subscriptions are to maintained at 2016 levels, and the annual payment discount 

scheme is to be continued. 

Contingency plans are to be formulated in respect of the impact of HS2 and other more 

local factors which may affect us in the future. 

WMWT will remain an affiliated club to AWGB, and there are a few insurance related 

issues to be resolved. 

The next AGM is on 19th November 2017. 

STOP PRESS: 

Axminster have announced that the discount scheme for equipment will reduce to 5% 

from 1st January 2017. If you want to order at the current discount levels, contact Les 

and place your order before the end of the year. 

(Is this a Brexit effect?) 

ðððððoOoððððð 

Hands On day report: 

Our last HOD on open hollow forms was technically probably the most challenging 

that we have tackled for some time. Thanks to everyone who brought in their own hol-

lowing tools.  

When you see all these variants in one place you get an idea how much head scratching 

and invention tool makers have invested in the subject over the years, and I question 

whether anyone has found the ideal answer yet! It was interesting for me to look at one 

tool maker, Woodcut for example, and  see how much their designs have evolved over 

time. More practically, it was great to see - again - so many of our members of all lev-

els of experience roll their sleeves up and have a go with tools they have never touched 

before. Well done!  

Working a decent hollow form to completion is usually a time consuming task so I'm 

not sure we saw that many finished pieces on the day but we'll be watching the display 

table over the coming months for the fruits of our labour.  

I must also thank the members who brought in their own equipment for general use and 

acknowledge the demonstration and hands on guidance that takes place both on our 

theme-of-the-day projects and general turning techniques. 

 

Phil Stevenson  
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Chairmanôs Challenge Results November  

Novice Group: Apple (2 entries) 

1st place: Paul Brown 2nd place: Darren Smith 3rd place: 

   

 

No entry 

Intermediate Group: Apple and Pear ( 5 entries) 

1st place: Brian Bateman 2nd place: Kris Cietak 3rd place: Rob Huxley 

   

Advanced Group: Small Hollow Form with Open Twist (4 entries) 

1st place: Don Lawrence 2nd place: Tim Davies 3rd place: Malcolm Thorpe 

   


