
   

West Midlands Woodturners 

April  2018 Newsletter 
 

West Midlands Woodturners is a “not for profit” company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165 

Sunday 6th and  Monday 7th May Curborough Festival of Artists 

Friday11th and Saturday 12th  May “Woodworks” at Daventry 

Saturday 16th June Water Orton Carnival 

Sunday 8th July New Hall Mill. Sutton Coldfield 

Monday 27th August ( Bank Holiday ) New Hall Mill. Sutton Coldfield 

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.  

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.  

Don’t forget your lunch and a mug! 

Programme of meetings  

Venue: Water Orton Primary School, unless otherwise stated.  

    

15th April Demo: Les Thorne 

20th May Hands On 

10th June (not 3rd Sunday) Demo: Rod Page 

15th July Hands On 

19th August Demo: Jason Breach 

16th September Hands On 

21st October Demo: Paul Jones 

18th November Hands On & AGM 

16th December Demo: Steve Heeley & Christmas “buffet” 

 Programme of “outside” events 

 Les Thorne  

  No Turning Back  

     April Demo 

http://www.noturningback.co.uk
http://www.rodpage-woodturner.co.uk
http://www.jasonbreach.co.uk
http://www.pauljoneswoodturning.co.uk
http://www.steveheeley.co.uk
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WMWT Committee  

Chairman Steve Simmons Chair@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Vice Chair  Vacant Vice@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Secretary & Director John Hooper Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Treasurer Pete Blakey Treasurer@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Programme and Events 

Manager 

Malcolm Thorpe Events@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Equipment Manager Malcolm Edwards Equipment@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Membership Secretary Vacant Membership@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Newsletter Editor Rob Huxley Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 
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        WHAT DOES GDPR MEAN? 

Current legislation. The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) (Regulation 

(EU) 2016/679) is a regulation by which the European Parliament, the Council of the 

European Union and the European Commission intend to strengthen and unify data pro-

tection for all individuals within the European Union (EU).  

    

                             IMPORTANT  
    PLEASE READ JOHNS NOTICE ON PAGE 3 
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Chairman’s Comments 

Well what can I say? Yet another meeting affected by snow since I be-

came Chairman. 

Because of the weather, the meeting took a little longer to get started. 

We had 24 members and 1 new member attend. 

Cliff gave a demonstration of off-centre turning in the form of a hedge-

hog. 

We had 5 lathes in use so most members had a turn at using a lathe to 

make hedgehogs, some of which will be donated to the Pick a Peg. A 

pyrography machine was bought in by Malcolm Thorpe so that the 

hedgehogs could be decorated with spikes. 

Dave Nash gave a small demonstration on how to turn a cove using an 

old con rod. 

The Chairman’s Challenge attracted 5 entries and the Display Table 8 

items. 

The raffle made a respectable £40 so thank you for all your support. 

I recently visited The Midlands Woodworking and Power Tool Show at 

Newark. I enjoyed my visit but felt that there was not as much to see as 

in previous years. Although I did see an interesting demonstrator. I will 

pass on his details to Phil. 

The April meeting is the last before Curborough and Daventry so please 

don’t forget to bring your pieces for the display stand. 

If anyone has pieces for display but is unable to attend the April meet-

ing, please contact me and I will arrange for it to be collected. 

Well I hope to see you all at the April meeting weather permitting – 

surely it can’t snow again? 

Steve 

The GDPR comes into effect on 25th May 2018. 

In order that WMWT may continue to communicate with members, it 

must hold members express permission to store their identity and ad-

dress details. The primary purpose of this data is to facilitate communi-

cation between members and WMWT and is not passed on to any other 

third party. 

A member’s details form is available for signature and return to the Hon 

Secretary. Personalised forms will be available at both the April and 

May meetings, for checking and signature(s). 

Should you be unable to attend on either of these dates, you should con-

tact the Hon Secretary so that the form can be issued for signature and 

return. 

Those members who do not complete the form by 25th May will no long-

er receive communication from WMWT, until such time as the form is 

signed and returned to the Hon Secretary. 

If you completed the form at the March 2018 meeting, please ignore this 

notice. 

John Hooper 

Hon Secretary 

General Data Protection Regulations. 
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Parabolic Bowl with Three Feet 

The object was to make a Parabolic bowl with three feet 

from a Yew blank. The grain was 

parallel to axis, but there was no 

pith or heart defect to deal with. 

The first thing to do was to draw 

out the dimensions of the bowl. I 

borrowed a sliver chain from my 

wife and adjusted the fall of the 

chain to fit the rectangle. I want-

ed to use all the blank so made no allowance for a 

chucking point It was quite difficult to draw a line based 

on the fall of the chain so I put small dashes trying not 

to disturb the chain. Then I used a French curve to draw 

a solid line with a second inner line leaving a 4mm wall 

thickness. The foot shape was drawn on one side by 

freehand and transferred over to the opposite side using 

carbon paper. Using double sided tape the drawing was 

glued to a sheet of thin semi-rigid plastic. The plastic I 

used was left over from school vacuum forming ma-

chine but I find the lids of Christmas boxes of biscuits 

just as good. The templates are then carefully cut out, I used a knife but 

shears/scissors would do the same job.  

Finally I get to do some turning by first mounting the blank on a screw 

chuck. The blank is then trimmed close to the dimensions of the draw-

ing. Luckily this was achieved, if I had turned it to small I would need to 

redo the drawing, so in future it may be better to do the trimming first! 

The outside of the bowl was turned to shape using the template as a 

guide. The correct position for the template is when the top diameter is 

right and the centreline of the template lines up with centre of the base.  

The surface is sealed with sanding sealer and finish sanded to 600 grit, 

then waxed. If the lathe has indexing then mark the positions of the feet. 

You are probably thinking how is a blank going to held for turning the 

bowl. Well it is a relatively small bowl so I turned a small jam chuck 

and with the tailstock for support the joint was reinforced with hot melt 

glue, not gluing the part where the feet will be. This method would not 

work for larger bowls and if I had a steady I would have used it.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  Using the tailstock to the support the blank a cone was removed using a 

parting tool. This was done partly to save a nice piece of timber and 

partly to remove a considerable amount of timber with the support of the 

tailstock, which was then removed. The bowl turned out to a finished 

wall thickness in ½ inch steps, using a calliper set to 4mm.  

 

Malcolm Thorpe’s  “ How it’s Made “  Parabolic Bowl with 

three feet  ( Chairman's Challenge for the January Meeting ) 
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When you get to the last quarter of the depth the template is used to final-

ly shape the bottom. Because the grain was parallel then the bottom is 

end grain and I found the modern circular carbide tools most effective. 

After sealing and sanding the hot melt glue was carefully turned away 

until the bowl could be removed from the jam chuck. Any residue of hot 

melt glue was removed and the waste for the feet was marked out. The 

waste was removed using a Dremal flexible shaft, with various burrs and 

sanding drums. The final shaping was done by hand using abrasive paper, 

and then polished using a buffing system 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

    

 

 Silver and Certificates from Daventry 2017 

Can we do the same in 2018 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

—————————————————————————————————— 

  

 As mentioned by the Chairman in his Comments, Aprils meeting is 

the last one before Curborough and Daventry and Ideally to assist us 

in organising the events we need your items individually boxed with 

your name on it. 
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     March 

    Display Table 

    See website for index 

       https://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk  

  

   

 

 

 

Cliff’s Corner  

An attractive young girl, chaperoned by her very old aunt, entered the 

doctor’s office. “We have come for an examination,” said the young girl. 

“Right,” said the doctor. “Go behind the curtain and take your clothes 

off.” 

“No, it’s not for me,” said the girl. It’s for my elderly aunt here.” “Very 

well… Madam, put your tongue out. 

 

—————————————————————————————————— 
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1st Place: Dave Evans  2nd Place:    3rd Place: 

   

Intermediate Group:    Ring Stand (2 entries) 

1st Place: Graham Hunt 2nd Place:   Chris Jones  3rd Place:    

   

Advanced Group:    2-tier Cake Stand (2 entries) 

1st Place:  Tim Davies 2nd Place:   Malcolm Thorpe 3rd Place:    

   

Chairman’s Challenge Results:  March 2018 

Novice Group:  Pencil Pot  (1 entry) 
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                      Chairman’s Challenge : May 

                             

                               Novice Group                  

 Egg & cup  

 

 

  

                                

                                     Intermediate Group 

  Pestle & Mortar  

                                         

 

 

 

                                   Advanced Group                                            

  Stacking box with lid  

  

Chairman’s Challenge : April  

                              Novice Group                  

 Napkin rings  

  

                                   Intermediate Group 

Apple and Pear 

                                        Advanced Group                                            

  Vase turned thin and coloured  

  Or pierced or both 

If you don’t have time to get your item made ready for  the April meeting, could you make a start on  an item for May ? 



 9 

 UK Weather: Beast from the East 3 AND 4 

set to PLAGUE BRITAIN in April - 'SNOW 

GUARANTEED' 
UK WEATHER is set to be plagued by more snow that could disrupt 

Easter as temperatures plummet to as frighteningly low as minus 10 

degrees as more cold snaps approach from Siberia to mark the third 

and fourth return of the Beast from the East, it has emerged. 

Meteorologist Katie Greening, from The Weather Channel, guaranteed that 

snow will fall next month thanks to a band of cold polar air. 

She said: "Snow in April? Yes, correct!    

    

————————————————————————————— 

 Unfortunately I don’t have a through the Keyhole this month as I 

didn’t get the opportunity last meeting with the bad weather to ask 

for a volunteer. 

I can’t be at the next meeting but I am looking for more volunteers 

to get involved in the through the keyhole to share their experience 

of wood turning for the next issues of the news letter.  

Please contact me if you are interested in taking part 

Rob      

07767 344896  

Acknowledgment  

Thankyou to: 

Cliff Lane  Humour 

Malcolm Thorpe  Parabolic Bowl with 3 feet article 

————————————————————————————— 

                                     Training  

         “Let’s teach turning“ Instructor Training Course 

We need 6 more members who want to  carry out the instructor course to 

enable us to approach the AWGB to see if they will do the assessments 

locally for our Club. 

Having members with a recognised instructor training, especially having 

a number of new members and guest will set a good standard on the 

teaching of wood turning. 

If you are interested in this course or would like more details please 

speak to  John Hooper or Rob Huxley 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 If you have any articles or information on Wood Turning that 

you feel would benefit other member’s of the club, please  for-

ward them to me and I will consider them for publication in the 

Club Newsletter  

Rob  

Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 
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