
   

West Midlands Woodturners 

August 2018 Newsletter 
 

West Midlands Woodturners is a “not for profit” company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165 

Monday 27th August ( Bank Holiday ) New Hall Mill. Sutton Coldfield 

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.  

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.  

Don’t forget your lunch and a mug! 

Programme of meetings  

Venue: Water Orton Primary School, unless otherwise stated.  

    

19th August Demo: Jason Breach 

16th September Hands On 

21st October Demo: Paul Jones 

18th November Hands On & AGM 

16th December Demo: Steve Heeley & Christmas “buffet” 

 Programme of “outside” events 

If you do have any items for the pick a peg for 

Newhall Mill can you bring them along to the 

meeting on the 19th August as Newhall is on the 

following weekend Bank Holiday Monday. 

Thankyou 

August Demonstration  

Jason Breach  

http://www.jasonbreach.co.uk
http://www.pauljoneswoodturning.co.uk
http://www.steveheeley.co.uk
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We currently have  a number of your Name badges missing. 

If you have inadvertently taken your name badge home and 

it hasn’t been chewed up by the dog or washing machine can 

you remember to bring it along with you for the next meet-

ing. 

If you have lost it, can you make Pete aware when you check 

in next meeting. 
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Chairman’s Comments 

New Hall Mill 

We arrived at 8.30 am and started to set up the Sales and Pick a Peg ta-

bles under the large gazebo that was supplied by New Hall Mill. The 

lathe was set up for demonstrations under our own gazebo. 

Rob and his wife Helen again supplied breakfast for the 8 volunteers that 

were there to man the stand for the day, so a big thank you to Rob and 

Helen a most welcome breakfast. 

The gates opened at 10 am on what turned out to be a very hot day, alt-

hough the visitor numbers were steady throughout the day, The Pick a 

Peg and Sales table combined raised £261 to add to club funds. 

The Mill had approximately 530 visitors on the day, so a successful day 

for all. 

During the quite times we were thoroughly entertained by the magnifi-

cent Sutton Coldfield Choir. 

Thanks again to all the volunteers that helped to make it another suc-

cessful day. 

Hands On 15th July 

The 37 members who attended the meeting were treated to a different 

style of meeting.  

The first part of the day was given over to Terry Smart from Chestnut 

who gave a small demonstration on the best way to use some of the fin-

ishing products supplied by Chestnut. It was a very informative demon-

stration on the procedure of finishing with some handy tips. 

I apologise for the camera system not working for Terry’s demonstra-

tion. We have identified the fault and will have it fixed for the next 

meeting. 

After lunch the meeting returned to its usual format. 

The 2 new lathes and stands were assembled on the day, Thank you to 

all those that helped, they are now ready for use at the next Hands On 

meeting. 

The Chairman’s Challenge had a total of 10 pieces entered and the dis-

play table 8 pieces, all of high quality. Thank you and well done to all. 

The new system on the raffle worked well raising £47, thank you all for 

your generosity. 

The question was asked “What can go on the display table?” and the an-

swer is, anything at all from members. You can display finished work or 

items that you are still working on, or non-turning related projects. Pro-

jects that did not work out as you expected can even be displayed, some 

advice from other members might help in solving the mistakes made. 

Work from the less experienced turners would be nice to see so that we 

may be able to help in their development. 

The club will again be attending New Hall Mill on Monday 27th August, 

so any small turned items to use on Pick a Peg would be appreciated. 

Finally, it was pleasing to see some of the members who had not attend-

ed for some time and I look forward to seeing you all at the next meet-

ing. 

 

Steve 
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Notes from presentation on Finishing by Terry Smart from 

Chestnut Products: 15th July 2018 

Club members were encouraged to sign up for the Chestnut newsletter 

via terry.smart@chestnutproducts.co.uk. This incorporates a Q&A sec-

tion each edition, covering common issues encountered in putting a vari-

ety of finishes on turned work.  

Terry started by talking about the variety of products available in Gloss, 

Satin and Matt finishes. He advised the use of Gloss, which is a very 

popular finish, only for smaller items, with Satin and Matt for larg-

er. Friction polish is a useful finish for items smaller than 8-12” in dime-

ter or for intricate items. It hardens and becomes glossier with extended 

buffing. 

He made the point that the eventual choice of finish should be planned in 

from the start and he talked us through finishing several spindle pieces 

marked into three sections, using a different product on each section. 

The piece had a previous (wax) finish on it which he removed with 80-

grit net abrasive with the lathe still to quickly remove the previous fin-

ish. He moved onto 120- and 180-grit with the lathe remaining still then 

onto 240- and 320- cloth-backed abrasive. He then outlined the use 

of Nyweb which looks like a nylon kitchen scourer but which has abra-

sive grit embedded in it. These are available between 400- and 1000- grit 

using Green/Red/Orange/White (GROW) in order of grit with the final 

white Nyweb containing no grit so that it polishes the surface. He rec-

ommended removing the resulting dust with a tack cloth (impregnated 

with a resinous substance), keeping this in a screw-topped glass jar to 

preserve its life for several months. He recommended the Chestnut You-

Tube videos for further information.  

 

 

He urged members to resist the urge to stroke the wood as this transfers 

greasy marks although any that there are can be removed with surgical 

spirit. Then he applied a coat of cellulose sanding sealer, which is a 

very popular product, easy to use, quick-drying and compatible with 

many other finishes. It should be shaken well and applied with the lathe 

still, using safety cloth/(good quality) paper towel – with the additional 

tip to wipe the neck before putting the lid on to prevent it sticking per-

manently! He strongly recommended putting the cap back on immedi-

ately to prevent spillages, about which he had a number of cautionary 

anecdotes! The sanding agent in the sealer roughens up the surface so 

that minute fibres stand proud of the surface which are then smoothed 

back with white Nyweb. Aerosol versions of this product are useful for 

intricate items. Burnishing cream can be used for this stage (see below). 

The next finish he introduced was a Shellac finish (a mixture 

of meths and shellac), which can be overlaid with wax or friction polish. 

This works well for turned pieces as it is slower-drying and therefore 

easy to work with.  

An Acrylic sealer was next – water-based with no smell and not inflam-

mable. He used Acrylic sealer (can be applied by brush, cloth or 

spray) followed by Acrylic lacquer (leave for two hours to dry) then 

wax/friction polish. 

He emphasised that all finishes were a matter of personal preferences 

and each had some advantages and some drawbacks (eg speed of drying/

ease of application/compatibility). 

 

mailto:terry.smart@chestnutproducts.co.uk
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He then introduced Burnishing cream, a very mild abrasive 

to smooth the sealing coat. This needs to be mixed well by shaking the 

container resulting in a pinky liquid. Not much should be used and with 

the lathe running. It builds on the shine. It is then polished with a cloth 

and can be left as a finish in its own right but it is not hard-wearing so 

lacquer on top for  protection or Wood Wax 22, which is a mixture 

of carnauba (for hardness) and beeswax (for shine). It is quick-drying so 

polish straightaway removing any excess wax. Use the thinnest film pos-

sible. Only one coat is needed and it is actually disadvantageous to use 

too many. This finish will acquire watermarks and show finger-marks so 

the next product he recommended was a Microcrystalline wax, which is 

highly water-resistant and since it has a high melting point will not leave 

finger-marks but it is expensive. It is meant to be used very sparingly, the 

thinner the application, the better. It stays wet for longer so leave for 15-

20 minutes to dry. If you try to buff it too soon, it will simply wipe off. 

The next product whose use he demonstrated was a cellulose sanding 

sealer polished with white Nyweb instead of burnishing cream, followed 

by Melamine Lacquer. This is designed to produce a very high gloss 

finish. He warned us not to shake the can. This lacquer is more finicky to 

use so practise with it and get used to how it works. It dries in 2-3 

minutes so very short working time to avoid runs. Then polish with 

white Nyweb.  

He introduced a Carnauba stick wax which is so hard that it can actual-

ly scratch the wood so use carefully or use a mix of carnauba and bees-

wax. Microcrystalline wax comes in stick form and this contains no sol-

vent so gives a quick finish. If too much wax has been applied, Nyweb on 

a soft pad re-dissolves the wax (lathe running).  

Next was Acrylic Gloss/Acrylic Satin Lacquer. Gloss has 85% sheen, 

Satin 35% and Matt 20%.  

Then he introduced Ebonising Lacquer which is a heavily-pigmented 

(black) lacquer, often used on textured surfaces. It will still show the 

grain and can be polished with Nyweb followed by a liming brush (if us-

ing gilt creams) to open up the grain, especially on open-grained wood 

like oak and ash. Then use a tack cloth to remove the “debris” from the 

liming brush. Use this lacquer off the lathe or mask the lathe carefully. 

Use a very light mist coat or it will take a long time to dry. To clean the 

can, invert and spray a sharp blast or take the nozzle off and put it in cel-

lulose thinner. The ebonising lacquer must be left to dry for at least 20 

minutes then polished with burnishing cream. Gilt cream (a waxy cream 

in gold/silver or copper) can then be applied sparingly. If it goes dry in 

the jar, add a bit of linseed oil, white spirit or gum turpentine. Warm it up 

first in a water bath (small bowl of boiling water). Remove gilt cream 

with Wood Wax 22 or hard wax oil (as used for kitchen work-

tops) or Food Safe Finish. Leave to dry then use wax over the top 

(Wood Wax 22 or microcrystalline wax). 

He mentioned Polyurethane Aerosols as an available product but these 

are not produced by Chestnut. 
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 Finally he introduced the Buffing Wheel Kit, which comes with 

two sizes of mandrels to be gripped in the chuck and three wheels for 

three stages of the polishing process. This system is intended for buffing 

a surface that has already been applied (eg sealer or lacquer). Use Wheel 

A with Compound 1 (Tripoli) for a preparatory cutback, Wheel B with 

Compound 2 (White diamond) for an ultra fine surface prior to wax-

ing and Wheel C with Carnauba Wax Stick, Microcrystalline Wax or Mi-

crocrystalline Wax Stick. He advised us to avoid over-loading the wheel 

with Compound A to prevent a build-up. If this does happen, it can be 

removed by either washing in soapy water or abrading the edge of the 

wheel with a coarse abrasive. It should not be used on very open-grained 

light coloured timber as the compound can get lodged in the grain and 

colour the piece.   

Compound B acts as a cleanser to remove any traces of Compound 1 left 

on the surface (but not from the grain) and also has a very fine abrasive 

contained in it which smooths the work, leaving a semi-gloss finish and a 

superb foundation for the top coat of wax. This should be 

used sparingly, as too much on the wheel will result in smears on the sur-

face of your work which can be removed with buffing but this can be 

very time consuming and frustrating. It’s always best to apply a little and 

add more if needed. 

This product is also available as domed mops for the inside of bowls and 

a recently introduced product has the three wheels on one spindle to min-

imise the time taken to complete the three processes. 

  

  

  

Mary Dunne 

 

 

Cliff’s Corner  

 George and Arthur were sitting in the lounge of their nursing home when 

one of the female residents suddenly ran past stark naked. 

“Was that Mildred?” asked George. 

“I couldn’t be too sure,” replied Arthur. “My eyesight’s not so good these 

days.” 

“Neither is mine,” agreed George. “What do you think she was wearing?” 

“I don’t know,” said Arthur.” But it sure needed ironing.” 

——————————————————————————— 
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       July 

    Display Table  See website for index  https://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

—————————————————————————————— 

As Steve mentioned in his Chairman’s comments, the display table can be  a 

great source of ideas and inspiration to try out new processes. 

If you stand by the display table for a short while, you will probably hear people 

ask “well how did you do that, what did you use to get “ and the questions go 

on. 

Normally we only get to see the polished item on display, we don’t get to see 

the 1st or 2nd attempt that went wrong.  I’m sure even some of our best turners 

have had some projects that have gone wrong,  I know myself  as a fairly new 

turner that I  have had many items which didn’t go exactly to plan ( Good job I 

have Log burner )  I will bring them to future meetings before they go in the log 

burner . 

Who’s  going to be brave and share some of their disasters, I’m sure we can 

probably learn as much from these pieces, as the pristine finished items.  

Rob  
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             CLUB TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT 

As Promised in last moths Newsletter, we had something for you to share 

at the hands on meeting with the assembly of the two new lathes and 

chucks.  

Many hands made light work of the assembly of the new equipment  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All assembled and Our test Pilot John takes one of the New lathes on a 

test run  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out the new lathes for yourself at the next Hands on Meeting  
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1st Place:  Mary Dunne 2nd Place:   Joe Parker 3rd Place:  Les Wilkes 

   

Intermediate Group:     Genie Bottle ( 4 entries) 

1st Place: Rob Huxley  2nd Place:   Malcolm Edwards  3rd Place:  Chris Jones  

   

                                                          Advanced Group: Hollow form With Finial ( 3 entries) 

1st Place:   Don Lawrence  2nd Place:  Malcolm Thorpe  3rd Place:   Tim Davies 

   

Chairman’s Challenge Results:  July 2018 

Novice Group:  Apple ( 3 entries) 



 10 

                      Chairman’s Challenge : September 

                             

                               Novice Group                  

  Ring Stand 

 

 

  

                                

                                     Intermediate Group 

  Small Bowl 150mm dia, max 3mm thickness 

                                         

 

 

 

                                   Advanced Group                                            

  Wall Plaque 

    

Chairman’s Challenge : August 

                              Novice Group                  

   Bud Vase 

  

                                   Intermediate Group 

 Cup and Ball  

                                        Advanced Group                                            

   Baseball Cap 1/2 size  

If you don’t have time to get your item made ready for  the August meeting, could you make a start on  an item for September? 
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Spotted at Newhall Mill 

 
       The sun can do funny things to people 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Captions on an e mail to Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

 

Best caption gets 2 free raffle tickets at the meeting on the 19th  

August ( at the editors personal expense ). 

 

 

 
 

                                                                          The captions will be judged by the editor who’s decision is final 

 

 

                               Acknowledgment  

Thank you to: 

Cliff Lane                                 Humour  

Mary Dunne                             Chestnut product review  

Brian Goodhall                        Photos 

  

————————————————————————————— 

I am STILL looking for  more volunteers to get involved in the 

through the keyhole to share their experience of wood turning for 

the next issues of the news letter. I know Malcolm Thorpe and Steve 

Simmons are still working on theirs for me . 

Please contact me if you are interested in taking part or want more 

information. 

  

 If you have any articles or information on Wood Turning that you feel 

would benefit other member’s of the club, please  forward them to me 

and I will consider them for publication in the Club Newsletter  

Rob  

Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Mobile 07767 344896 
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