
   

West Midlands Woodturners 

February  2018 Newsletter 
 

West Midlands Woodturners is a “not for profit” company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165 

Sunday 6th and  Monday 7th May Curborough Festival of Artists 

Friday11th and Saturday 12th  May “Woodworks” at Daventry 

Saturday 16th June Water Orton Carnival 

Sunday 8th July New Hall Mill. Sutton Coldfield 

Monday 27th August ( Bank Holiday ) New Hall Mill. Sutton Coldfield 

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.  

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.  

Don’t forget your lunch and a mug! 

Programme of meetings  

Venue: Water Orton Primary School, unless otherwise stated.  

    

18th February Demo: Emma Cook 

18th March Hands On  Off centre turning  

15th April Demo: Les Thorne 

20th May Hands On 

10th June (not 3rd Sunday) Demo: Rod Page 

15th July Hands On 

19th August Demo: Jason Breach 

16th September Hands On 

21st October Demo: Paul Jones 

18th November Hands On & AGM 

16th December Demo: Steve Heeley & Christmas “buffet” 

 Programme of “outside” events 

 Emma Cook  

The Tiny Turner  

February Demo  

http://www.thetinyturner.co.uk
http://www.noturningback.co.uk
http://www.rodpage-woodturner.co.uk
http://www.jasonbreach.co.uk
http://www.pauljoneswoodturning.co.uk
http://www.steveheeley.co.uk
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 WMWT Committee  

Chairman Steve Simmons Chair@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Vice Chair  Vacant Vice@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Secretary & Director John Hooper Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Treasurer Pete Blakey Treasurer@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Programme and Events 

Manager 

Malcolm Thorpe Events@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Equipment Manager Malcolm Edwards Equipment@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Membership Secretary Vacant Membership@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Newsletter Editor Rob Huxley Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 
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                                              Membership Fees  

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the majority of Members who have  paid there membership fees. 

Peter Blakey our new Treasurer has asked me to remind anyone who hasn’t yet paid 

their fees, It is now URGENT that they are paid. 

  

 . 
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Chairman’s Comments 

We finally got to see the Mark Hancock demonstration, although I did 

have my doubts when it snowed again. I enjoyed Mark’s demo, it was a 

little different in that he focused on techniques rather than showing a 

gallery of finished piece. 

I would like to thank Mark for agreeing to make the presentations to the 

three Chairman’s challenge winners for 2017. Congratulations to all the 

winners. 

There were 52 members and 3 visitors present on the day. The Chair-

man’s Challenge attracted 12 entries and the display table had 22 pieces. 

As always, the quality was excellent. The raffle was generously support-

ed with a magnificent £87 raised. 

I hope that you have had a chance to look at the Chairman’s Challenges 

for 2018 and will join in and enter a piece. 

The new season for outside events is fast approaching so I am asking for 

members to donate items for pick a peg and the sales table. If any mem-

ber can spare any time to assist at any of the outside events or needs 

more information, please contact Malcolm Thorpe. 

The club will be attending Daventry on the 11th and 12th May so now is 

the time to start thinking about your entries to display on our stand. 

I have got a bit of “me time” this weekend so hopefully I will be in the 

workshop turning some pieces for Daventry. 

 I look forward to seeing everyone at the next meeting on Sunday 18th 

February. 

Steve 

Review of Mark Hancock Demonstration  

By Rob Huxley  

Marks first project of the day was his rocking tails vessel, Mark explained that 

when he designed the shape of his vessel he wanted it be different and not 

something that would stand up on a shelf so he tapered the bottom to a point so 

it would have to lie down.  Frustratingly for him someone at an exhibition 

turned them upside down and stood them on the top. 

The piece of wood he said was either Maple or Sycamore and then explained 

the types of turning, either parallel or cross grain turning. Being an instructor 

he felt there was a lot of confusion of which type of turning was understood. 

He went on to discuss the understanding of the wood structure and to explain 

the type of turning when the wood was held in the jaws.  

Before mounting the wood in the chuck he explained that when using the drive 

centre he would check the end grain and adjust the drive so the prongs did not 

line up with grain, this was especially important with a 2 prong centre as it had 

potential to split the wood. In the same respect , his preference for the live cen-

tre was a ring and centre as he felt again that this safer as apposed to a standard 

centre which could again split the wood under pressure.  

He went  through all the Safety routine of setting up, and made an important 

point on the use of a full face visor. 

Once he had brought the piece of wood to 

round and started to shape vessel he dis-

cussed the methods of holding the wood 

in the chuck and explained the different 

methods of either a tenon or a spigot and 

his preference for the tenon. 
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The piece was fitted in the jaws and using a 3/8 bowl 

gauge he shaped the end of the vessel prior to drilling to 

start hollowing the form. 

 

 

He used a Spoon bit to drill out 

the piece initially in preference to 

a spindle gouge as the spoon was 

designed with a clearance to re-

move the waste material.  

 

 

He then went on to hollow the 

vessel using a carbide cranked 

cutter using  calliper's to check 

thickness as he proceeded. 

 

 

Once the vessel was hollowed, he then cut 5 grooves ap-

prox. 3 mm deep  into the surface  parallel to the top of 

the vessel.  

 

 

Then Using the chuck jaws as a guideline he marked lines 

up the vessel.   

 

To cut these grooves he used an Arbotech tool with a 

merlin cutter and then using a sander he softened the edg-

es of the grooves. 

 

 

 

 

To create the tail he moved the tenon further out of 

the chuck and using a Modified golf ball, turns the 

live centre into a soft centre to support the work-

piece whilst turning the tail. 

 (if you are going to make your own soft centre 

from a golf ball, make sure it is a modern one, if 

you try it with an old golf ball you will end up with lots of elastic band materi-

al)  

 

Once the tail is completed and the piece parted off 

he then used a carving chisel to cut decorative 

grooves along the tail. 

 

 

Using a blow torch with a high temp gas ( map 

pro ) he ebonised the wood, cooling with water to 

quench any red embers and smoke.  ( John now sit-

ting on the edge of his seat panicking in case the 

fire alarm is activated)  

 

Mark then used a brush fitted into the lathe to bur-

nish the surface of the wood. Once ebonised and 

burnished there is no further finishing required.   

The ebonising actually hardens the wood and has 

been used in building facia as a finish to withstand 

weathering. Ebonising of  woods with different 

growth cycles such as oak give a decorative texture. 

This is because the burning penetrates the surface 

at a different rate for each growth cycle, as one is 

harder than the other. 
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 The second project was another hollow form. He mounted 

a blank from a plank (I’m Not A poet) on a screw chuck 

and explained this was a cross grain hollow form.   

 

He turned the front with a ¼ inch 

bowel gouge to get a smooth 

curve and then created a flat base 

and  a small recess, he then ebon-

ised and burnished the surface.  

 

He then turned the piece around and trued the edge. Us-

ing an old CD he measured the diameter, marked the sur-

face and cut a recess. 

 

 

 The outer ring of the surface was 

then ebonised and burnished, he then 

he removed material down towards 

the screw chuck and parts off the 

piece.   

 

 The CD was then glued into place on the 

top and then a small mirror button from a 

craft shop glued into the bottom to cover the 

screw chuck hole. 

 

The 3rd Project was a 2 piece vase. Again mounted blank 

on a screw chuck and trued the edge he then made the face 

true using a straight edge.  

 

The piece was then turned around and the profile curved, 

the surface was then ebonised and a hollow approx. 30mm 

cut at the centre to create a defined edge.  

 

This was removed from the lathe and  a second blank  fit-

ted  and a piece of the same size and shape of the first was 

created.  However the finish on the second piece was to be 

different, it was the centre hollow which he ebonised and 

burnished and then cleaned back the remainder of the sur-

face with a shear scraper to create a Yin And Yang theme for the piece.  

 

The 2 pieces were then glued to together. Once dry  Mark 

looked at the grain and established the smiley face within 

the grain to determine the orientation of the piece and  a 

flat was cut at the bottom to stand the piece on end.   

 

 

A hole was then drilled down the 

centre to fit in a small decorative 

grass. 
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        Mark’s Parallel and Cross Grain terminology explained   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Congratulations to our winners of the Chairman’s Challenge  

 

 Presentation of Chairman’s Challenge Awards for 

2017 

Chris Jones 

Novice Group  

Darren Smith  

Intermediate Group  

Ted Gill  

Advanced Group  

  Presented by Mark Hancock 
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   Cliff’s Corner  

Three squaws were each preparing for the birth of their first child. The  

first squaw placed a large bear hide by a river, the second squaw placed  

an elk hide by a tree by a river, and the third squaw placed a  

hippopotamus hide by a path, near the river and the tree so that the  

three formed a triangle.  

It just so happens that all three women gave birth on the same day.  

The first squaw on the bear hide had a 5-lb son, the second squaw on the  

elk hide had a 6-lb son, and the third squaw on the hippopotamus hide had  

an 11-lb son.  

To this day, mathematicians credit these three women with the first  

proof of the Pythagorean Theorem:  

"The son of the squaw of the hippopotamus is equal to the sons  

of the squaws of the two adjacent hides."  

Thanks Cliff 

—————————————————————————————— 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bank Note Notice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bank of England has revealed the old notes must be spent 

by March this year,   when it will cease to be legal tender.  

The club will not accept old £10 notes after the 1st March 

2018. 
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        January  

    Display Table 

    See website for index 

       https://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk  
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1st Place: L Wilkes 2nd Place:   3rd Place: 

   

Intermediate Group:  Yarn Bowl (4 entries ) 

1st Place: C Jones  2nd Place:  R Huxley 3rd Place:  G Hunt  

   

Advanced Group:   bowl on 3 feet ( 7 entries) 

1st Place:  D Smith 2nd Place:  M Thorpe 3rd Place:  T Davies 

   

Chairman’s Challenge Results:  January 2018 

Novice Group: Spurtle  ( 1 entry ) 
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                      Chairman’s Challenge : March 

                             

                               Novice Group                  

 Pencil Pot  

 

 

  

                                

                                     Intermediate Group 

  Ring Stand  

                                         

 

 

 

                                   Advanced Group                                            

 Two –tier cake stand  

  

Chairman’s Challenge : February  

                              Novice Group                  

 Plain Bowl (150 mm) 

  

                                   Intermediate Group 

  Carvers Mallet  

                                        Advanced Group                                            

 Cup and Saucer 

If you don’t have time to get your item made ready for  the February meeting ,could you make a start on  an item for March ! 
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Through the Keyhole  

As part of our efforts to develop the newsletter and keep it interesting, 

we plan to run a series of articles talking to some of our members and 

seeing what they get up to in their workshops. We will be looking at 

their equipment, what they turn and how their hobby has evolved. First 

up we go Through the Keyhole and visit Phil Stevenson. 

Phil Stevenson's woodturning world 

Where I started …. 

 

I started turning in the late 1980s, after having a play with my father-in-

law's lathe during a visit to Scotland – I was hooked! I joined the 

AWGB and WMW around 1990 and have held just about every commit-

tee post and done every job over the years. As far back as 2001 I had an 

article published in the Woodturner magazine on turning a spherical box 

(autographed copies are available!) but my journalistic career was short-

lived. I must say the club is at its strongest ever now and is a credit to 

the recent committee members. I'm sure each and every one of our mem-

bers appreciates the fact that they are part of one of the best clubs in the 

country. I've never had a formal turning lesson in my life (yes, it shows, 

I know!) but I would guess I've seen just about every active professional 

demonstrator over the last 25 years. Of course I'm still learning - who 

isn't? - And that includes watching our own club members at our Hands 

on Days. 

 

My equipment…  

 

My lathe is an Apollo Professional 

which I've had for quite a few years; 

it's a big beast which allows me to 

turn in excess of 24 inches diameter 

and four feet between centres. It's 

built like a tank and has never let me 

down. I have a couple of grinders (OK, four!) with a Woodcut CBN 

wheel (get one!) and a variety of white and pink wheels.  

 

I use the Woodcut Trugrind jog for all my gouges and have pre-set ta-

bles for skews, parting tools and scrapers, etc. My other equipment in-

cludes a De Walt bandsaw which has provided sterling service over the 

years and a cheap bench-top pillar drill. I also have a Record dust extrac-

tor, which is only semi-successful at keeping dust at bay. I need, but 

can't have an external extraction system. Somewhere in the garage I also 

have a power carver, a mini Arbotec, a Dremel and a large box of carv-

ing chisels which occasionally see the light of day. 

 

At last count I had over 40 turning tools, but like most of us, most of my 

work is done with about half a dozen of them. I have become very wary 

of spending stupid money on a “new” tool or gadget, which is disap-

pointing on the rare occasion I use it and just slips further and further 

back on the shelf. Together with a couple of other club members we 

have been making some tools recently (carbide tipped hollowing tools 

among others) and they have been great. I would say my favourite tool 

of all time is the Sorby ½ inch bowl gouge. I've had several and they al-

ways feel just right. I love the profile of the flute (and therefore the cut-

ting edge) and I use it for many things beyond bowls. 

 

My garage is my workshop and I'm sorry to say it's a permanent bomb 

site. I really do try to keep it tidy but after one minute turning it's as bad 

as ever so I just try to keep the shavings under control. 
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 What I turn … 

 

I used to spend quite a lot of money on exotic timbers for boxes, goblets and so 

on, but I rarely use anything but native timbers nowadays, usually from known 

local sources. It's nice to make something and be able to point to the tree it 

came from is, or was. 

Over the years I've had a go at turning just about anything and everything. For 

a long time I enjoyed making boxes, often with inlays, and goblets with barley-

twisted stems of different types. I'm into bowls and platters at the minute. I re-

cently got an airbrush and despite having little interest in colouring and textur-

ing for many years, I'm getting quite into it now; I'm learning that it needs a lot 

of practise and “less is more of fruit”! I do really enjoy engaging with the pub-

lic and chatting about what we turners get up to. I've been part of our club's 

participation at Daventry in recent years. It's a great event and deserves as 

much support as we can muster. Here's a picture of a stool I made as part of the 

event's inter-club competition. 

 

My favourite piece? That's difficult – I like func-

tional pieces rather than ornaments, and I often use 

a little elm bowl for my crisps and nuts. It's simple 

but I get pleasure out of making a simple design to 

the best of my ability, and then putting it to daily 

use. On the other hand I can spend hours, or days, 

making a bowl or platter, turning, carving, textur-

ing and colouring, then losing all interest in it as 

soon as it's finished. I know a lot of turners feel that way, and like me, give a 

lot of stuff away to friends and family. It is very satisfying when people get 

pleasure from my efforts. 

     
  
 
     

 

 

 

 

 

Many Thanks to Phil for opening up his world of wood turning to 

us. 

I am looking for other volunteers to share their experiences of wood 

turning for the next issues of the news letter.  

Please contact me if you are interested in taking part 

Rob      

 

————————————————————————————— 

 

Mark Hancock mentioned  a guy called James Barry who has a bunch of 

videos on Youtube on sharpening with a diamond stone. Phil Stevenson 

had seen these before but not paid that much attention; on a second look, 

he said they are excellent! I checked them myself and are definitely 

worth a look. 

 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2aXGfjPDQkNQSD1T3n2h8Q/videos  

 

   

 

 

  

 If you have any articles or information on Wood Turning that 

you feel would benefit other member’s of the club, please  for-

ward them to me and I will consider them for publication in the 

Club Newsletter  

Rob  

Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2aXGfjPDQkNQSD1T3n2h8Q/videos

