
   

West Midlands Woodturners 

May  2018 Newsletter 
 

West Midlands Woodturners is a “not for profit” company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165 

Sunday 6th and  Monday 7th May Curborough Festival of Artists 

Friday11th and Saturday 12th  May “Woodworks” at Daventry 

Saturday 16th June Water Orton Carnival 

Sunday 8th July New Hall Mill. Sutton Coldfield 

Monday 27th August ( Bank Holiday ) New Hall Mill. Sutton Coldfield 

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.  

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.  

Don’t forget your lunch and a mug! 

Programme of meetings  

Venue: Water Orton Primary School, unless otherwise stated.  

    

20th May Hands On ( Texturing  )  

10th June (not 3rd Sunday) Demo: Rod Page 

15th July Hands On 

19th August Demo: Jason Breach 

16th September Hands On 

21st October Demo: Paul Jones 

18th November Hands On & AGM 

16th December Demo: Steve Heeley & Christmas “buffet” 

 Programme of “outside” events 

   Hands   

    On  

 

                                                 

TEXTURING  

http://www.rodpage-woodturner.co.uk
http://www.jasonbreach.co.uk
http://www.pauljoneswoodturning.co.uk
http://www.steveheeley.co.uk
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 WMWT Committee  

Chairman Steve Simmons Chair@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Vice Chair  Vacant Vice@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Secretary & Director John Hooper Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Treasurer Pete Blakey Treasurer@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Programme and Events 

Manager 

Malcolm Thorpe Events@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Equipment Manager Malcolm Edwards Equipment@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Membership Secretary Vacant Membership@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Newsletter Editor Rob Huxley Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 
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       The GDPR comes into effect on 25th May 2018. 

We now have completed consent forms from most members                     

IMPORTANT  

If you have not completed a form by 25th May we will  be unable to 

communicate with you. 

 A member’s details form is available for signature and return to the 

Hon Secretary, Personalised forms will be available at the  May meet-

ings, for checking and signature(s). 

    

   General Data Protection Regulations. 
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Chairman’s Comments 

 The April demonstration given by Les Thorne was very entertaining and 

thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended. Les demonstrated techniques 

both for the new and for the more experienced turner. 

There were 45 members who attended the demonstration. The Chair-

man’s Challenge attracted a total of 8 entries over the 3 groups and the 

display table 20 pieces, as always the quality was excellent. 

 The raffle raised £64 thank you all for your support. 

Just a reminder that during demonstrations could you please turn your 

mobile phones off or to silent and  to also keep talking down to mini-

mum and at a low level? 

A request from the catering team, If you do borrow a mug for your 

drinks could you please make sure that it is washed before returning it? 

For security reasons the front door will no longer be open, could all 

members please use the rear door in future. 

I am looking forward to promoting the club at our first outside events of 

the year which will be Curborough on Sunday 6th and Monday 7th May 

and then at Daventry on Friday 11th and Saturday 12th May. 

This is the start of our busy period for the outside event programme so 

any help from members would very much appreciated, please contact 

myself, Malcolm Thorpe or John Hooper if you are able to lend a hand. 

The following two outside events are Water Orton Carnival on Saturday 

16th June and New Hall Mill on Sunday 8th July. These two events are 

the first ones that we use Pick a Peg so could we please have some dona-

tions of small turned items. 

Hope to see some of you at Curborough and Daventry, Let’s hope for 

good weather at Curborough. 

Steve 

———————————————————————————

Review of Demo Day with Les Thorne, April 15th 2018. 

We started very promptly and Les introduced himself and his back-

ground as a stand-up comedian and jobbing 

woodturner, teacher and demonstrator in his 

spare time. (OK, he didn't actually mention 

the comedian bit but I think it was pretty ob-

vious to us all). 

 

Les focused on technique and tooling skills 

throughout the day with the objective of 

making us all confident to make whatever 

turned item we choose; he certainly threw 

plenty of ideas at us but insisted that we 

make what we want, not what we are told to 

make. 

The first project was a small decorated ash 

box; interesting in that Les told us he could 

squeeze more profit out of a piece of timber 

making boxes than, say, a bowl. He demon-

strated spindle roughing gouge techniques, 

then using his signature multi purpose tool - 

MPT - (a round bar ground like a skew but 

straight across) he put a tenon on both ends 

of the timber. This tool can serve as a parting 

tool, a sizing tool, a scraper, a skew etc. 

Using a ratio of 3/5-2/5 he marked out the 

piece. After creating the basic shape of the 

body and lid he parted off the body from lid. 
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He  hollowed out the 

inside of the lid using 

his gouge, starting off at 

11o'clock position at the 

centre then pulling out 

finishing at the 9 o'clock 

position. The shape and 

fit of the lid were re-

fined by using the MPT 

as a negative rake scrap-

er. 

 

The body of the box was 

then mounted and hol-

lowed using the same 

techniques as before. 

The lid was refitted and 

the top finished rubbing 

the bevel as you draw 

the gouge across the end 

grain. Nothing was 

sanded as the top of the 

lid was textured with an 

Arbortech. The surface 

was cleaned up using a 

brass circular brush in a 

drill, then a small 

smooth button turned in 

the centre to provide a 

contrast with the heavily 

textured lid. 

Spirit stain was air-

brushed on to the tex-

tured surfaces (blue, red 

and yellow in this case) then a light coat of black to highlight the edges. 

A coat of acrylic sanding 

sealer and a rub back with 

Webrax gave a very im-

pressive finish. A light 

sanding with 240g gave a 

perfect fit for the lid and 

having refitted the body of 

the box in a jam fit to finish off the bottom, the job was done. Les must 

have made hundreds of these in demos and it's easy to see why. They 

show a range of techniques in turning and decorating and he finishes 

with a really impressive piece well within the reach of us all to replicate. 

 

The second piece was a can-

dlestick which involved turn-

ing and drilling the base in 

fairly standard fashion, the 

turning of the stem using con-

ventional spindle turning 

methods ready for decoration. 

This involved  burning both 

stem and base with a blow-

torch in order to “age” the 

piece. After burning and 

sanding back, it was sprayed 

black and given a dose of lim-

ing wax followed by a vigor-

ous  rub back with a cloth 

(careful not to get it tangled!) 

I must say the final result was 

really effective and a cut 

above normal liming. 
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The third project, an 

exercise in bowl turn-

ing and decorating. 

The audience chose a 

trumpet shape and the 

challenge was to make 

it more interesting than 

usual! The shape went 

from 1/3 diameter to 

full diameter using the 

bowl gouge, then more 

texturing with the Ar-

bortech, ebonising lac-

quer then a sand back. 

Red stain was air-

brushed over the black 

to give a contrasting 

effect. Les talked about 

tool positioning when 

hollowing the bowl 

and finished the inside 

with a raised button at 

the bottom for added 

interest. After sanding, 

the inside was air-

brushed yellow. Top 

tip …. to make timbers 

colour fast, try adding 

a light coat of air-

brushed stain the same 

or similar colour to the  

timber, e.g., spray  

yew with a touch of orange. 

 

 

The final 15 minutes were a bit of a light hearted show time for Les as he 

demonstrated spindle turning pommels and beads with the MPT, a wood 

chisel and a screwdriver! We were treated to the subtle differences be-

tween Georgian, Victorian and Edwardian pommels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After being treated to a feast of excellent woodturning and decorating 

techniques, I am sure we will all remember Les for the inimitable mixture 

of wit and wisdom. Les has got to be one of the most entertaining demon-

strators on the circuit and there was never a dull moment during the day.  

 

A thoroughly engaging day for a good audience, we hope to see some of  

the ideas les demonstrated put into practise and on the display table. 

 

Phil Stevenson 
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     April  

    Display Table 

    See website for index  https://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk  
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Cliff’s corner   

 A customer called an airline customer-service desk asking if they could 

take their dog on board. 

“Sure,”  said the customer service assistant, “as long as you provide 

your own kennel.” she further explained that the kennel needed to be 

large enough for the dog to stand up, sit down, turn around, and roll 

over. 

The customer was flummoxed: “I’ll never be able to teach him all of that 

by tomorrow!” 

———————————————————————————— 
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1st Place: Mary Dunne  2nd Place:   Les Wilkes 3rd Place: 

   

Intermediate Group:    Apple & Pear (2 entries) 

1st Place: Malcolm Edwards  2nd Place:   Graham Hunt  3rd Place:    

   

                                                          Advanced Group: Vase turned thin and coloured Or pierced or both  (3 entries) 

1st Place:  Tim Davies 2nd Place:   Malcolm Thorpe 3rd Place:   Don Lawrence  

   

Chairman’s Challenge Results:  April 2018 

Novice Group:  Napkin Rings (2 entries) 
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                      Chairman’s Challenge : June 

                             

                               Novice Group                  

  Mouse 

 

 

  

                                

                                     Intermediate Group 

  Pendant  

                                         

 

 

 

                                   Advanced Group                                            

  Goblet with natural edge  

    

Chairman’s Challenge : May 

                              Novice Group                  

  Egg & cup  

  

                                   Intermediate Group 

 Pestle & Mortar  

                                        Advanced Group                                            

   Stacking box with lid  

If you don’t have time to get your item made ready for  the May meeting, could you make a start on  an item for June? 
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The GDPR comes into effect on 25th May 2018. 

In order that WMWT may continue to communicate with members, it 

must hold members express permission to store their identity and address 

details. The primary purpose of this data is to facilitate communication 

between members and WMWT and is not passed on to any other third 

party. 

A member’s details form is available for signature and return to the Hon 

Secretary. Personalised forms will be available at both the April and May 

meetings, for checking and signature(s). 

Should you be unable to attend on either of these dates, you should con-

tact the Hon Secretary so that the form can be issued for signature and 

return. 

Those members who do not complete the form by 25th May will no long-

er receive communication from WMWT, until such time as the form is 

signed and returned to the Hon Secretary. 

If you completed the form at the March 2018 meeting, please ignore this 

notice. 

John Hooper 

Hon Secretary 

General Data Protection Regulations. The Golden Mean. 

 

 

During Mark Hancock’s demonstration earlier this year, the subject of 

the “Golden Mean” or “Perfect Proportion” cropped up. This was dis-

covered by an Italian mathematician called Leonardo of Pisa, born c. 

1175, died c. 1250, and who became known as Fibonacci. He devised 

a series of numbers starting with 0 and 1 in which each successive 

term is obtained by adding together the previous two terms. Thus: 

0  1  1  2  3  5  8  13  21  34  55  89  144  233  377  610  987  --------- 

If the ratio between two consecutive terms is calculated at several 

points in the series, it will be seen to oscillate about a value which 

quite quickly homes in on 1:1.618. 

 E.g. 233/144 = 1.618055556.  This is the Golden Mean.  

Alternatively, adding1 to the square root of 5 and dividing the answer 

by 2 will give the same result. 

The idea is that if we can make our turned items in this proportion, 

they will be more pleasing to the eye than any other proportions. 

Malcolm Caine. 

Fibonacci Italian Mathematician  
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Phil Stevenson  spotted a new video posted by Jason Breach on the Ax-

minster website about making a box. We're looking forward to welcom-

ing Jason on our demo day in August. 

https://knowledge.axminster.co.uk/how-to-make-wooden-box-

woodturning/?

sc_src=email_89394&sc_lid=11058121&sc_uid=bbz6x9SErs&sc_llid=

26816&sc_eh=6a4447b060f4be431&utm_source=emarsys&utm_mediu

m=email&utm_campaign=18wk15kh1_Henry-Taylor20180411Manual+

-+Targeted     

 

Jason goes through H&S with goggles and dust mask but is a little 

naughty during the video and moves the rest without stopping the lathe. 

 

———————————————————————————— 

 

 

                                Acknowledgment  

Thankyou to: 

Cliff Lane                 Humour 

Malcolm Caine        “Golden Mean” 

Phil Stevenson          Les Thorne Demo review 

                                   New Video  Jason Breach   box making 

John  Hooper             Demo Photos 

Keith Lanchester      Display / Chairman’s Challenge Photos 

————————————————————————————— 

I am looking for  volunteers to get involved in the through the key-

hole to share their experience of wood turning for the next issues of 

the news letter.  

Please contact me if you are interested in taking part or want more 

information. 

 If you have any articles or information on Wood Turning that you feel 

would benefit other member’s of the club, please  forward them to me 

and I will consider them for publication in the Club Newsletter  

Rob  

Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Mobile 07767 344896 

 

The club will have a stand at Curborough  Festival 

of Artists  Sunday 6th and  Monday 7th May with a dis-

play table and demonstration lathe. Why not come along 

and see us there. 

    Details from Festival of artists face book page 

Our brilliant FREE “Festival of Artists” event is back for its fifth year this May, 

and will once again be showcasing a fantastic range of art. 

 

 We'll have over 50 talented local and regional artists on site, (along with our resi-

dent Centre artists), working with oils, pastels, watercolours, textiles, stone and 

acrylics. You’ll also be able to see silversmiths, woodturners, photographers, illus-

trators and more! As well as being able to view and buy original pieces of artwork, 

a real highlight of the event is the fact that exhibitors will also be demonstrating 

their exquisite techniques throughout the festival so it’s a great opportunity to 

watch, learn and be inspired.  

https://knowledge.axminster.co.uk/how-to-make-wooden-box-woodturning/?sc_src=email_89394&sc_lid=11058121&sc_uid=bbz6x9SErs&sc_llid=26816&sc_eh=6a4447b060f4be431&utm_source=emarsys&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=18wk15kh1_Henry-Taylor20180411Manual+-+Targeted
https://knowledge.axminster.co.uk/how-to-make-wooden-box-woodturning/?sc_src=email_89394&sc_lid=11058121&sc_uid=bbz6x9SErs&sc_llid=26816&sc_eh=6a4447b060f4be431&utm_source=emarsys&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=18wk15kh1_Henry-Taylor20180411Manual+-+Targeted
https://knowledge.axminster.co.uk/how-to-make-wooden-box-woodturning/?sc_src=email_89394&sc_lid=11058121&sc_uid=bbz6x9SErs&sc_llid=26816&sc_eh=6a4447b060f4be431&utm_source=emarsys&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=18wk15kh1_Henry-Taylor20180411Manual+-+Targeted
https://knowledge.axminster.co.uk/how-to-make-wooden-box-woodturning/?sc_src=email_89394&sc_lid=11058121&sc_uid=bbz6x9SErs&sc_llid=26816&sc_eh=6a4447b060f4be431&utm_source=emarsys&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=18wk15kh1_Henry-Taylor20180411Manual+-+Targeted
https://knowledge.axminster.co.uk/how-to-make-wooden-box-woodturning/?sc_src=email_89394&sc_lid=11058121&sc_uid=bbz6x9SErs&sc_llid=26816&sc_eh=6a4447b060f4be431&utm_source=emarsys&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=18wk15kh1_Henry-Taylor20180411Manual+-+Targeted
https://knowledge.axminster.co.uk/how-to-make-wooden-box-woodturning/?sc_src=email_89394&sc_lid=11058121&sc_uid=bbz6x9SErs&sc_llid=26816&sc_eh=6a4447b060f4be431&utm_source=emarsys&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=18wk15kh1_Henry-Taylor20180411Manual+-+Targeted
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Brians page  


