
   

West Midlands Woodturners 

September 2018 Newsletter 
 

West Midlands Woodturners is a “not for profit” company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165 

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.  

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.  

Don’t forget your lunch and a mug! 

Programme of meetings  

Venue: Water Orton Primary School, unless otherwise stated.  

    

16th September Hands On 

21st October Demo: Paul Jones 

18th November Hands On & AGM 

16th December Demo: Steve Heeley & Christmas “buffet” 

 Programme of “outside” events 

 At the September hands on we will also have    

     a demonstration of a pole lathe by    

                         Oliver Madams 

 

Oliver Madams - Countryside Ranger 

for the National trust at  

Packwood House  

The theme is wet turning and there will some wet and 

semi-wet blanks available  

http://www.pauljoneswoodturning.co.uk
http://www.steveheeley.co.uk
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Chairman Steve Simmons Chair@wmwoodturners.org.uk 
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Programme and Events 

Manager 
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   Annual General Meeting  18th November 2018. 

Notice is hereby given that the AGM of West Midlands Woodturners will take place 

at Water Orton Primary School at 10.00 am on Sunday 18th October 2018. 

 The Agenda for the meeting will be published when finally approved by the commit-

tee and circulated by e mail, Paper copies will be available on the day. 

Nominations (with seconders) for any of the elected committee roles should be re-

ceived by the Secretary not later than 31st October 2018. if required, Proxy forms  

should be requested from the Secretary. 

Any items for the agenda should be sent to the secretary 14 days prior to the meet-

ing . 

 

Ballot papers will be provided at the meeting, if necessary. 
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Chairman’s Comments 

The August demonstration was given by Jason Breach. I have to say that 

I thoroughly enjoyed the day’s demonstration and found Jason to be 

most informative. I managed to pick up a few helpful tips. 

There were 44 members and 1 visitor who attended the meeting, a slight 

increase on the last couple of meetings. 

The Chairman’s challenge table attracted 6 excellent entries in total. 

The display table was very well supported with 29 high quality pieces. 

This was the highest number of entries so far this year. Well done and 

thank you to all who brought along items for the table. 

Thank you to everyone that supported the raffle, a generous £64 was 

raised. 

New Hall Mill 

August bank holiday Monday was our second visit to New Hall Mill this 

year. The gates opened at 10am on a very overcast day, but despite the 

weather, over a thousand visitors attended the open day.  

The Pick a Peg and the sales table both 

had a steady trade throughout the day.  

Some visitors returned from previous 

open days to buy from the sales table. 

The amount raised for club funds was 

over £200 well done to everyone. 

        

 

 

A regular visitor to the mill com-

mented that she had attended a simi-

lar event in Southport where there 

had been a display of woodturning. 

She said that the quality of our dis-

play was much higher, which was 

very pleasing to hear. 

Once again, I want to thank all the 

club members who helped out on the 

day and also those that came to visit. 

 

 

 

Unfortunately I am unable to attend the next club meeting but would ask 

that with the AGM coming very soon, that members would consider tak-

ing up some of the vacant committee posts that are available. So, have a 

good meeting in September and I will see you all at the October meet-

ing. 

 

Steve 
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Boxes with Jason Breach a review by Malcolm Thorpe 

Jason started with a brief resume; his interest in woodturning started 

aged 14 and continued though his wood related education and early 

work. Now apart from his own turning career he works for Axminster 

Power Tools in education and design. 

 Jason warmed up with a mushroom from a labur-

num branch, mounted between a ring centre in the 

headstock and a matching revolving centre. The 

ring centres act as a clutch and force the turner to 

develop good technique. When it came to under 

cutting the mushroom head, rather than either 

turning left-handed or right-handed from an awk-

ward position, he took advantage of the matching 

centres to reverse the piece. Jason uses a modern 

swept back gouge and started every cut with the 

mantra ‘test the bevel, find the cut’. 

 

The first project was a simple box from a piece of 

English box log approx. 4 inch diameter and 4 

inches long. The blank was mounted between 

ring centres lengthways (ie end grain turning, 

which box is ideal).  The blank was rough turned 

to a clean diameter with his gouge, rather than a 

spindle rouging gouge, using a pivoting cut. Each 

end was cleaned up using a peeling cut from a 

parting tool and a spigot formed. The blank was 

then mounted on a scroll chuck and the base part-

ed off 1/3 from the chuck, leaving the top part in 

the chuck. The thin parting tool had an unusual 

grind with the top edge hollow ground and the 

lower edge concave. He explained this was to 

give more support to the point. I find this grind 

also forces the turner into a better peeling cut.  

The tool was used in short alternative cuts and 

he did not go all the way though, Sawing or 

twisting off. He discouraged the use of the 

tailstock for support. The depth of the lids 

dome was set on a depth gauge and a spindle 

gouge used to ‘drill’ down to this depth. The 

dome was roughly opened out with pull cuts 

using a gouge, the flute set at about 9:30. The 

shape was then improved with a push cut with 

a sharp traditional ground gouge. The final 

finish was made with a specially ground half 

round scraper. The top of this tool had a 5-10 

degree machine ground negative rake and 45 

degree front rake. Both were hollow ground 

allowing the edge to be honed by hand with a 

diamond lap. I thought the 45 rake was a bit 

severe but it is needed to give clearance in 

tight shapes. The tool is used on the centre 

line for very light cuts. The front face was 

then turned with a gouge at a slight curve and 

leaving a small flat face. Jason often stopped 

the lathe to use his fingers to feel how smooth 

the cut was, saying ‘Finger tips are better than 

eyes’.  
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He moved the tool rest away and dropped the 

speed to 700 rpm, then sanded the face and 

dome; first with 150 , then 240 and finally 400 

grit abrasive. The reason for the drop in speed 

was threefold first: the abrasive works better, 

then there is less heat generated saving hot fin-

gers and also less chance of micro cracking 

which is highly likely on end grain turning. The 

surface was given a coat of sanding sealer, the 

excess wiped off quickly. It was then that he cut 

the female register for the base. He used an oval 

skew sharpened to an acute angle as a scrapper 

and he used a set of internal callipers to make 

sure the register was parallel. The reason for do-

ing this after sanding was to keep the edges 

sharp. A final soft wax coating and inside of the 

top was finished.  

The base was mounted in the chuck and the cen-

tre marked with a small indent. The diameter of 

the register was transferred to the front face by 

measuring the diameter, setting a pair of divid-

ers to the radius, then using the centre pip the 

diameter was marked. The male register was 

then roughly cut using a short skew chisel and a 

peeling cut. Jason then used a slicing cut to get 

close to size with slight taper. A mark was made 

when the top was tried on. The mark was used 

to make a jam fit. Before finally fitting the top 

some of the waste on the base was removed to 

allow the top to seat well and give some pur-

chase to remove to top. With the top firmly 

held by the jam chuck it was finished turned. 

The use of a tailstock was discouraged again 

because it gets in the way and if there is a 

catch there is nothing the stop the lid spinning 

ruining the good work making the top fit in 

the first place. The top face was lightly turned 

with an ogee shape and removed several times 

to get wall thickness just right. Jason dis-

cussed how he held the gouge one handed 

near the top of the gouge handle with the other 

hand on the tool rest supporting the tool with 

his thumb. This gave him more control of the 

tool for this delicate operation. The final shap-

ing was made with the half round scraper for 

the concave bits and the oval skew as a scrap-

er for the convex parts. The top was then 

sanded, with 150 grit putting a rounded shape 

to the outside edge, then down to 400 grit.  A 

light coat of sanding sealer and soft wax and 

the top was finished. 

The outer profile of the box was turned with 

a gouge and the oval skew used as shear 

scraper by holding it at 45 degrees. The hol-

lowing started in the same way as the lid by 

‘drilling’ a hole to depth with a spindle 

gouge rouging out with the flute at 9:30.  
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Then due to the shape of the box Jason used a 

triangular carbide cutter with rounded corners 

to finish the inside shape. The tip was screwed 

to a 10mm square bar. The front wall thickness 

had been deliberately left thick while the inside 

was turned. When Jason was happy with the 

inside, the front was thinned down to the final 

shape. The base was sanded and polished then 

reversed on to a jam chuck. Jason’s preference 

was to use lime for jam chucks. The outer pro-

file was blended into the spigot which was 

turned to a ¾ bead using a bead tool. The cen-

tre was relieved to blend in the outer profile 

and bead, cove and dome roundel added. The 

box was given final shine using Carnauba wax 

on a buffing wheel. 

Jason had called this a simple box with his 

tongue in his cheek but the methodical way he 

explained his methods will surely mean we will 

be able to make better boxes in the future. 

Darren Smith’s excellent owl on the well filled 

display table was used as a lead in to Jason’s 

next project, which was to how make spheres 

free hand. His method was to mount a cube on 

ring centres, rough down to a cylinder, then us-

ing a set of dividers, set to the required diame-

ter; the centre was turned to size with a 10mm 

square skew chisel. One side was cleaned up 

square and the width set with the dividers and 

turned square. The circular shaping was done 

first by roughing the corners away then using 

a sharpened tank cutter.  The teeth on the tank 

cutter had been removed and the edge sharp-

ened with a chamfer. The ring centres were 

replaced with custom made nylon dished cen-

tres. The part spheres were rotated through 90 

degrees and the waste from the previous oper-

ation gently turned away. The balls were then 

sanded all over by moving them around within 

the dished centres. 

 

Jason made three balls two 38 mm and one 50 

mm. The larger ball was mounted in tubular 

jam chuck and a clock recess put in using a 

Forstner bit. Being a tube he was able to push 

the ball out and reposition it to turn his roun-

del as a base. 

Jason makes solitaire boards. The 38mm ball suits an 18 inch board and 

42mm a 20 inch board with a board requiring balls of 32 different woods. 

He saves offcuts and corners from cutting discs then spends several days 

just doing balls and developed this as the most efficient method of pro-

duction. Ornamental turners use a similar method replacing the tank with 

the eccentric cutter.  I would recommend still using the octagon method 

of freehand turning spheres for one offs and I will still be using my 

sphere jig. Essential if spheres are to make Chinese balls or even owls. 
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The next project was more ambitious; a pagoda 

box in holly (also end grain) which had square 

base and top. The methods Jason used were much 

the same as the first project that were fully cov-

ered in the first part of this report, I will limit my 

comments to the differences. The main difference 

was obviously the square wings and Jason 

stressed the need for a lot care and thought when 

the timber was spinning. Gone was any move-

ment of the tool rest while the wood was turning 

and the tool rest position was always checked be-

fore switching on. He still used his fingers to 

check the shape but while the work was station-

ary. The first small differences were the spigot 

for the base was undercut and lid had an allow-

ance for a finial. The dome on the inside of the lid 

was turned as normal but when it came to the face 

Jason speeded up lathe to 3000 rpm. This makes 

the cut easier, because there is less time between 

the square points, but he stressed that the fingers 

on tool rest must always be out way of the 

‘wings’ especially if using his one hand method. 

The base was mounted in the chuck and the 

square rounded down close to finished size. The 

register size was marked and cut as a jam chuck 

for the lid. The lid was further from chuck than 

the previous box, square and there was more ma-

terial to cut but he still discouraged using a tail-

stock. He also stressed the advantages of using 

his one hand method. The timber removed in a 

series of light cuts leaving a cone as the finial. 

When Jason was happy with the shape the fi-

nial was decorated with series of small beads. 

The base had a deeper and square recess that 

started in the same way as the previous box 

but finished with a tool he had devised. This 

was a negative rake Bedan which was a thin 

version of the half-round scraper. The outside 

shape was not a straight tapered cylinder 

which most turners would use but a curved 

profile undercut into the base. This lifted the 

design by allowing the grain pattern to be 

shown. Jason made a big deal of mounting the 

box on a jam chuck to finish the bottom but 

with care he profiled the base and added the 

‘bead cove dome’ roundel. The edges of the 

square ‘wings’ would have been finished by 

hand using a board with an abrasive sheet 

glued on, keeping the movements in line with 

the edges. 

Jason’s final project was his signature curved 

box which he demonstrated the first and sec-

ond stages followed by a slide show of the 

subsequent work. There was a full size plan 

of the design and template (38mm dia) was 

made for the semi-circular cove to be cut.  
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The circular blank was a 7 inch diameter by 1 

inch thick piece of Olive Ash with 6mm hole 

in the centre. A flat carrier (125mm dia) had 

been made to fit in the chuck with a captive 

nut in the centre and a curious slot almost to 

the centre. The disc was bolted to the carrier 

by a dome head socket screw. A small groove 

was cut adjacent to the screw head and the 

position of the cove marked. The cove was 

then turned out using the template to get a 

prefect semi-circle, a fraction deeper, because 

the front face was then skimmed flat. A meas-

urement was taken of the distance to the cove 

less a 4mm wall thickness. The disc was re-

versed on the carrier and corresponding 

groove cut next to the screw head, making 

sure the grooves did not meet. The disc was 

then skimmed flat to 23 mm thickness (19mm 

cove radius plus 4 mm wall thickness). The 

disc was carefully cut to a 4 mm thickness, 

using the curious slot for access for the calli-

pers, down to the measurement of the width. 

The material left was a square annulus 38mm 

wide by 19 mm high, using the same skill  

Jason had shown in turning spheres this was 

turned into a torus by hand and eye. The slot 

was again utilised in measuring the wall 

thickness or removing the piece. The success of the operation is down to 

accurate measurement and practice. The inside of the torus was not fully 

finished with the centre bolt was still holding the disc. This waste was 

left in place to aid the gluing process. A dia-

metrical line was drawn and then it was re-

moved from the carrier. In practice Jason would 

have spent more time on finishing, especially 

on the cove, which would be out of reach when 

glued. 

 The following stages were then explained with the help of a slide show. 

The disc was cut in half with a band saw and the two halves glued togeth-

er. Spring clamps and a bolt with ‘mudguard’ washers at centre. He used 

a minimum amount of polyurethane glue. The edge was sanded using the 

board with abrasive glued on. The open ends of the torus were fitted with 

an edging with a register for the lids, made out of African Blackwood. 

Jason took great care to make the lids interchangeable but even though 

the Blackwood he had was years old, they warped. To combat this, tim-

ber was roughed out and seasoned before use.  Jason finished the day 

with lots of photos of different variants of this design. 

I thought this was one of the better demonstrations of recent times; Jason 

kept up an intelligent commentary with a quiet sense of humour and un-

derstood how to get his ideas across. I liked the way he fully finished the 

first box, demonstrators often miss this stage on the principle it is boring, 

but how are turners to learn this important skill if they do not see it done?  
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       Even the Chairman lends a hand to tidy up after the Meeting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  “I bet Mrs Simmons doesn’t know how handy he is with the vacuum cleaner” 

                             “She does Now “ 

 

Captions on an e mail to Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Best caption gets 2 free raffle tickets at the meeting on the 16th  

September ( at the editors personal expense ). 

 
 

The captions will be judged by the editor who’s decision is final 

 

      August Caption was won  by Kris Cietak  

 

Cliff’s corner 

                                                SURGEONS 

The first, a Manchester surgeon, says: “l like to see accountants on my 

operating table, because, when you open them up, everything inside is 

numbered.” 

The second, a Liverpool surgeon, responds: “Yeah, but you should try 

electricians! Everything inside them is colour coded.” 

The third, a Newcastle surgeon, says: “No, I really think librarians are the 

best; everything inside them is in alphabetical order.” 

The fourth, a Birmingham surgeon, chimes in: “You know, I like con-

struction workers…those guys always understand when you have a few 

parts left over.” 

But the fifth, a London surgeon, shuts them all up when he observed: 

“You’re all wrong politicians are the easiest to work on. 

There’s no guts, no heart, no brains no spine – and the head and backside 

are interchangeable.” 

————————————————————————— 

 

Hey lads! I’ve pulled out the pin so WHERE would 

you like me to toss this grenade ?????”  
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       August 

    Display Table  See website for index  https://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk  
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1st Place:  Mary Dunne 2nd Place:      3rd Place:    

   

Intermediate Group:     Cup and Ball ( 3 entries) 

1st Place: Malcolm Edwards  2nd Place:   Chris Jones  3rd Place:  Graham Hunt  

   

                                                          Advanced Group: Base Ball Cap 1/2 size ( 2 entries) 

1st Place:   Malcolm Thorpe   2nd Place:  Tim Davies 3rd Place:    

   

Chairman’s Challenge Results:  August 2018 

Novice Group:   Bud Vase ( 1 entry) 
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                      Chairman’s Challenge : October 

                             

                               Novice Group                  

  Foot Massager 

 

 

  

                                

                                     Intermediate Group 

  Platter with coloured or decorated rim  

                                         

 

 

 

                                   Advanced Group                                            

  Bowl cut and reconstructed 

    

Chairman’s Challenge : September 

                              Novice Group                  

    Ring Stand 

  

                                   Intermediate Group 

  Small Bowl 150mm dia, max 3mm thickness 

                                        Advanced Group                                            

    Wall Plaque 

If you don’t have time to get your item made ready for  the September meeting, could you make a start on  an item for  October? 
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                                       Item for Sale  
  

 

 

                               Hegner HDB 200 SE 
8years old, Infinitely Variable Speed, Center height 200mm,complete with ex-
ternal turning attachment, allowing turning diameter of 750. Sleeve bore 
M2 ,head stock thread M33.  
Reason for sale. Upgraded to a VL.300 
Lathe is dismantled but can be assembled and tested. there is also a bench if 
required. 

                                                        £750.00  
For more information contact Tom Badger. 
Home 01217823027 
Mobile 07729835906       Email thomasbadger@btinternet.com 

         

————————————————————————————— 

            Pole Lathe turning You tube link’s 

Worth a watch  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CsPwsDW_Xoo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eajOPVvpmoU 
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————————————————————————————— 

I am STILL looking for  more volunteers to get involved in the 

through the keyhole to share their experience of wood turning for 

the next issues of the news letter. I know Malcolm Thorpe and Steve 

Simmons are still working on theirs for me, so they tell me . 

Please contact me if you are interested in taking part or want more 

information. 

  

 If you have any articles or information on Wood Turning that you feel 

would benefit other member’s of the club, please  forward them to me 

and I will consider them for publication in the Club Newsletter  

Rob  

Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Mobile 07767 344896 

 

mailto:thomasbadger@btinternet.com
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