West Midlands Woodturners
April 2019 Newsletter
Programme of meetings 2019

Programme of “outside” events

Venue: Water Orton Primary School, unless otherwise stated.

14th April (not 3rd Sunday)

Demo: Rick Dobney

19th May

Hands On

9th June (not 3rd Sunday)

Demo: Mick Hanbury

21st July

Hands On

18th August

Demo: Gary Rance

15th September

Hands On

20th October

Demo: Greg Moreton

17th November

Hands On & AGM

15th December

Demo: Steve Heeley & Christmas “buffet”

Pens

Fri day 10th – Saturday 11th May

“Woodworks” at Daventry

Saturday 15th June

Water Orton Carnival

Sunday 28th July

New Hall Mill. Sutton Coldfield

Monday 26th August ( Bank Holiday )

New Hall Mill. Sutton Coldfield

Pyrography

April Demonstration

Sharpening and work holding

Rick Dobney

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.
(Setting up from 8.30 am)
Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.
Don’t forget your lunch and a mug!

Some of the 2019 Programme of meetings is dependent on the availability of a suitable venue
and are therefore subject to change.
West Midlands Woodturners is a “not for profit” company limited by guarantee.
Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165
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As Steve says in his comments, It would be nice to see some
of the newer members have a go in the Novice section of the
Chairman’s Challenge.
If anyone needs any assistance or guidance to help you
make a piece for the Chairman’s Challenge, please see a
member of the committee who will be pleased to help.
“Remember” We all had to start somewhere and it’s
“practice that makes perfect” WITH “ a little help from your
friends”

H&S
Acknowledgment
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Chairman’s Comments
Now that the weather is getting warmer, I hope you have been able to
get into your workshops and do some turning.
The March Hands On Meeting was attended by 32 members and 3 visitors. The theme for the meeting was alternative materials. Dave Nash
showed us how to turn pewter finials, Phil Stevenson Cast a pewter ring
and then demonstrated the turning of the ring which he had glued to a
bowl and Keith Lanchester demonstrated techniques in turning resin.
Thank you all for an entertaining day.
The Chairman’s Challenge had 7 entries in total. Well done to everyone.
We need to see more entries in the novice group. If you need any advice
about entering, come and speak to me or one of the committee members.
The standard of the 23 pieces on display was high and I hope that some
of the pieces will be bought in to display at Daventry.

on. If you cannot attend this meeting and want to have your work entered at Daventry, please contact me and I will make arrangements to
come and collect it.
The turning challenges this year are:Friday
Saturday

8” bowl
A goblet with a captive ring

Then over the two days a gavel and block
I still need volunteers to turn these challenges so if you wish to turn one
or want to come along to help, please come and see me or a committee
member.
See you all for the Rick Dobney demonstration on the 14th April.

The Raffle raised £40, thank you all for your support.

Steve

Thank you to the members that have donated items for the Pick a Peg
and the sales table.

—————————————————————————————

We are still waiting to get an appointment to see the Headmaster of the
school so that we can see what our options are. We have been supplied
with a list of some more possible new venues which we will look into.
The April meeting is the last one before Daventry on Friday 10th and
Saturday 11th May 2019. For all those members that are bringing in work
for Daventry, can we have your items in a box with your name printed
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HANDS ON
Phil's turned pewter ring bowl
Keith demonstrating techniques
with resin

A guiding hand from Dave

Dave giving tuition on pewter
finials

A guiding hand from Steve
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CHESTNUT PRODUCTS’
WOODTURNING WEEKENDER
3-4 August 2019
The Springfields Event Centre, Spalding, Lincolnshire

Sunday Morning – Gary Lowe

Sunday Afternoon – Emma Cook.

There’s lots of other things going on too; before the on-stage
demonstrations start, during breaks and after the demos have fin-

TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE!
One Day – £30
Two Days – £40 The Woodturning Weekender is a brand new

ished our Weekender Clinics will be open, offering help and advice

event being held to celebrate over 25 years of Chestnut Products.*

different aspects of woodturning, with experienced staff on hand to

on all and any woodturning related problems.
There will be several different Clinics available, each dealing with
offer advice and remedies for whatever ails your woodturning. Expect lots of help, information and demonstrations. No appointment

Four top-class woodturning demonstrators will take to the stage

necessary!

over the weekend to inspire, educate and entertain, showing best

This exciting event is for Woodturners from novice to expert, to not
only learn from the demonstrators but also to get together and
share their advice and stories with each other. Hopefully we’ll have
a few laughs too.

practice for turning, decorating and finishing. Most of them will be
in the hall when not on stage, available to chat to and ask questions.

If you are thinking of going and would like to share transport
let me know and I will try to co-ordinate this.

Saturday Morning – Stewart Furini

Saturday Af-

ternoon

– Phil Irons

Rob
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Cliffs Corner
The European Union commissioners have announced that agreement has
been reached to adopt English as the preferred language for European
communications, rather than German, which was the other possibility.
As part of the negotiations, the British government conceded that English
spelling had some room for improvement and has accepted a five year
phased plan for what will be known as EuroEnglish (Euro for short)
In the first year, “s” will be used instead of the soft “c”. Sertainly , sivil
servants will reseive this news with joy. Also, the hard “c” will be replaced with “k”. Not only will this klear up confusion, but typewriters
kan have one less letter.
There will be growing public enthusiasm in the sekond year, when the
troublesome “ph” will be replased by “f”. This will make words like
“fotograf” 20 persent shorter.
In the third year, publik akseptanse of the new spelling kan be expected
to reach the stage where more komplikated changes are possible. Governments will enkorage the removal of double letters, which have always
ben a deterent to akurate speling. Also, al wil agre that the horible mes of
silent “e”s in the language is disgrasful,, and they would go.
By the fourth year, peopl will be reseptive to steps such as replasing “th”
by “z” and “w” by “v”. During ze fifz year, ze unesesary “o” kan be
droped from vords containing “ou”, and similar changes vud,of kors, be
aplid to ozer kombinations of letters.
Und efter ze fifz yer, ve vil al be speking German lik zey vunted in ze
forst plas.

————————————————————————————————

Negative Rake Scrapers
The negative rake scraper has been a focus for growing attention over recent
years and while some are sceptical of any real advantage, others are keen advocates. The following website (Boxmaster tools) has an interesting video presenting some of the alleged benefits. Remember these people sell negative
rake scrapers, so make your own mind up!
Better still, try it yourself and see how you get on. It's not difficult to put a negative rake bevel on to a standard scraper. Let us know how you get on.
http://boxmastertools.com/
Phil Stevenson
Phil will bring along some negative rake scrapers to the next hands on so we
can have a try and see how they perform.
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Chairman's Challenge results: March 2019
Novice Group: Door Wedge ( 1 entry)
1st Place:

Les Wilkes

2nd Place:

3rd Place:

Intermediate Group: Cake Stand ( 3 entries)
1st Place: Dave Hobbs

2nd Place:

Malcolm Edwards

Joint 3rd Place: Graham Hunt

Advanced Group: Hollow form with natural Edge ( 3 entries)
Joint 1st Place:

Malcolm Thorpe

2nd Place:

Ted Gill

3rd Place:

Keith Lanchester
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Chairman’s Challenge : May

Chairman’s Challenge : April

Novice Group
Plain bowl

Novice Group
Bird

Intermediate Group
Natural edge bowl

Advanced Group
Basket illusion platter

Intermediate Group
Earing stand

Advanced Group
Candle stick with spiral / twist

If you don’t have time to get your item made ready for the April meeting, could you make a start on an item for May ?
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March Display Table
See website for index https://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk
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A couple of extract from the chestnut newsletter on using
spirit stain with resin and Nyweb abrasive grading

Acknowledgment
Thank you to:

Also this week I was asked by someone experimenting with resin if it’s
ok to use our Spirit Stain to tint it. We know that the stain will mix easily with most lacquers and sealers, but we haven’t tried it with resin.
However, we have heard from other sources that it does mix very well
with resin so if that’s your thing you’ll be ok with Spirit Stain.
I know I’ve mentioned this one before, but
it’s still a source of some confusion and is
worth mentioning again. NyWeb.
That’s our non-woven nylon webbing abrasive. It’s impregnated with either silicon carbide or aluminium oxide to give it a definable cutting grade. Green is 400, Red is 600,
Orange is 1000 and White is technically non
-abrasive as it doesn’t contain a grit, but the
texture of it gives it a very fine cut.
The way of remembering which order to use
them in is to think of the acronym ‘GROW’
Green, Red, Orange, White. Keep that in
mind and you won’t go wrong.

Cliff Lane

Humour

Brian Goodall

Photos

Dave Nash

Pewter finial

Keith Lanchester

Resin

Phil Stevenson

Pewter ring bowl

—————————————————————————————

Don’t forget we still have some surplus wood in the store which
needs a good home. We need to clear as much as we can which will
mean we won’t have to move or store it.
Please see Malcolm Edwards if you wish to have some of the
wood, a small donation to the club would be appreciated.

—————————————————————————————

Health & Safety

“ Dust “

We should all understand Dust is not good for our health, the links below are worth a look. The wood dust exposure video Clean your act
up demonstrates the high exposures you can get sweeping up and blowing down compared to using a vacuum cleaner with HEPA filters.
http://www.hse.gov.uk/woodworking/wood-dust-exposure.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/woodworking/hazard.htm

If you have any articles or information on Wood Turning that you feel
would benefit other member’s of the club, please forward them to me
and I will consider them for publication in the Club Newsletter

Rob
Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk
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