
   

West Midlands Woodturners 

June  2019 Newsletter 
 

West Midlands Woodturners is a “not for profit” company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165 

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.  

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.  

Don’t forget your lunch and a mug! 

Programme of meetings 2019 

Venue: Water Orton Primary School, unless otherwise stated.  

  

9th June (not 3rd Sunday) Demo:  Mick Hanbury 

21st  July Hands On    Pyrography 

18th August Demo:  Gary Rance 

15th September Hands On    Sharpening and work holding  

20th October Demo:  Greg Moreton  

17th November Hands On & AGM 

15th December Demo: Steve Heeley & Christmas “buffet” 

 Meetings starting from 15th September will be at the  Kingsbury Community & Youth Centre  

Pear tree avenue Kingsbury B78 2LN 

Programme of “outside” events 

Saturday 15th June Water Orton Carnival 

Sunday 28th July New Hall Mill. Sutton Coldfield 

Monday 26th August ( Bank Holiday ) New Hall Mill. Sutton Coldfield 

June Meeting  

Mick Hanbury Demo  

 If you do have any pick a peg items for Water  

Orton Carnival please bring along to the meeting 

on Sunday. Thank you  

http://www.rodpage-woodturner.co.uk
file:///C:/Documents and Settings/User/My Documents/Robs Documents/Wood Club/Mick Hanbury.htm
http://www.jasonbreach.co.uk
file:///C:/Documents and Settings/User/My Documents/Robs Documents/Wood Club/Gary Rance.htm
http://www.pauljoneswoodturning.co.uk
file:///C:/Documents and Settings/User/My Documents/Robs Documents/Wood Club/Greg Moreton.htm
http://www.steveheeley.co.uk
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Chairman Steve Simmons Chair@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Vice Chair  Vacant Vice@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Director John Hooper   

Secretary Rob Huxley Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 
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 Chairman’s Comments 

I would like to start by congratulating Darren Smith on having his entry 

selected for the British Woodturner of the Year Competition. Darren’s 

basket illusion vase was Highly Commended in the amateur category, 

well done Darren. 

Daventry 

It was an early start with us arriving outside Daventry Leisure Centre at 

7am to start setting up. 

We soon found our table and set about erecting the display stand. We 

then started the placement of members work onto the stand. This was 

helped as in previous years by us having a dummy run and taking photo-

graphs to aid the setup on the day. 

 Rob Huxley took his small lathe to setup so that any members attending 

could have a go at some turning. 

There was a steady flow of visitors all day with many giving comple-

mentary remarks about how well the stand looked and the high standard 

of work on display. 

The judging for the display stand took place on Saturday morning. I am 

pleased to say that we were awarded 1st place for best display stand. I 

would like to thank all the members that entered work for the display 

stand as it is all your hard work and talent that sets us apart from the 

competition. 

We then had the difficult task of selecting three pieces to be entered into 

best in show section of the competition. 

 

I would like to thank all members who helped setup and steward the dis-

play stand for the two days of the show and those members that did 

some turning on the lathe. It is because of the hard work that you put in 

that we had a successful two days. 

Hands on 19th may 

The meeting was attended by 32 members and 2 visitors. 

The theme for the day was pen turning. There were some excellent ex-

amples of pens that members had made. Thank you to everyone that 

bought their work in and demonstrated on the lathes. 

The Chairman’s Challenge had a total of 4 pieces entered. The work on 

the display was yet again of a high standard. Keep up the excellent work 

because some of this may be used at Daventry next year. 

The club will again be attending Water Orton Carnival on the 15th June 

so if you have any donations for the Pick a Peg or the sales table could 

you please bring them in by the next club meeting on the 9th June. 

Just a little reminder that if you buy a raffle ticket but then have to leave 

before it is drawn, write your name on the back and leave it with us. 

See you all at the Mick Hanbury Demo on the 9th June. 

 

Steve. 
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 “Woodworks” at Daventry  

       1st Prize Best Stand  

 West Midlands Woodturners 

 

  Steve Collecting our Trophy from Emma Cook (The Tiny Turner) 

 

     It was hard work !!!!!!!!!!!!  

 But I  suppose someone's got 

 to do it   

 

 

 

 

Hands on Day - May (Pen Making)  

 Keith Making an acrylic pen  

 

 

 

 

Dave Making a Bic pen with a guest  

 

 

 

John Making a pen kit with a 

guest 

Dave assisting Helen with a Pen kit 

 

 

 

Brian Making an acrylic pen kit  
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      Congratulations to Darren Smith 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Basket Illusion Vase 
 
I was first inspired to make this project when I attended the AWGB Con-

ference at Yarnfield last year. One of the demonstrators was Harvey 

Meyer, who over two sessions explained the process of making a Basket 

Illusion Platter. 

 

One night returning home after a storm, I noticed a branch had fallen 

from a tree, on the corner of my road. I parked the car and carried the 

branch down to my house. The next day I cut it up into 4 pieces, 300mm 

long. I took one piece and rough turned it between centres to 180mm dia. 

 

I then created a spigot on both ends to fit my jaws. Following this I rough 

turned the vase shape, finally parting the piece in two. The base section 

was then put into the chuck jaws and the inside turned leaving a recess to 

take the top half. The base was then changed with the top and a hole 

drilled on centre right through. The inside was then turned and fitted to 

the recess on the base. 

 

The base was then put back in the chuck and the top glued to the base, 

pressure added by the tail stock. 

 

When the glue was dry the outside of the vase was finished to a thickness 

of 6mm and the top of the vase blended over to the hole in the centre. 

 

At this stage, I was advised from the demo, not to sandpaper the vase as 

it blunts the bead forming tool, but a tip was to seal with sanding sealer, 

as this colours the wood and you can see when the beading has been 

formed. 

 

The next stage was to score the beads out. Starting from the joint, using a 

3mm Bead Forming Tool, the left hand point of the tool was aligned with 

the joint and the right hand was then brought in to touch the vase, leaving 

a groove. This is then repeated until the beads are marked out. 

 

You can now count the horizontal beads (68 Rows), I then decided how 

many vertical lines I would need (192 Lines). Using Excel software pro-

gram I created a grid 68 x 192 and then experimented using multiple pat-

terns until I found one I liked which worked uniformly with the grid. 

 

The next stage was to use the Bead Forming Tool to form the beads that 

were marked out previously. Tip was to present the beading tool just 

above centre height and at an angle with the handle held low to prevent 

the bead from chipping. The tool was presented into a groove and then 

swung left and right or rocked on the tool rest to form the bead. 

 

When all beads were formed, the recesses between the beads were burnt   

using a piece of Formica. Scotch Bright Pad was then used to clean up 

the burn marks on the bead. 
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The beads around the top of the vase were marked the same as the side of 

the vase and formed the same way. Using Graph Paper Maker (Free Soft-

ware) the number of circles plus the vectors are put into program and the 

design is printed off. The pattern is then experimented to fit in with the 

design. The lines between the grooves were then burnt using a piece of 

Formica. 

 

The next stage was to burn the vertical lines (192 lines). You can burn 

them free hand using a 3mm Razortip bead maker pyrography tip, but I 

fitted my pyrography tool into my Paul Howard router jig to keep the 

lines level and burnt each bead individually. Using the indexing wheel to 

rotate 192 times. 

 

The vase was then turned around and fitted onto a spigot in the chuck, 

that fitted into the hole in the top of the vase and tail stock brought up to 

support. The base was then finished and using a pyrography wire 

wrapped around a 3mm drill to form a spiral, the bottom was decorated. 

 

The turning is now finished and the vase removed from the lathe. 

 

The next stage was to colour all the squares in using a combination of 

brush tip Faber Castell Indian ink pens to fill in the middle section of the 

square, followed by a superfine tip to colour around the edges. A magni-

fying head set was used to help the colouring in process. Tip is to follow 

the printed out patterns and dot each square before committing to colour. 

If a mistake is made the dot can be removed by using a scalpel to scrap 

out the dot. 

 

To seal the vase I used Chestnut Satin Matt lacquer, 5 coats. Tip is to col-

our a scrap piece of timber with the Indian Ink Pens and test the lacquer 

before applying it to the vase, as some finishes will make the ink run and 

after 45 hours of turning and colouring, this is the last thing you want to 

happen. 

 

I then took photos of the finished vase and sent them to 2019 British 

Woodturner of the Year Competition. To my surprise the vase was select-

ed as a finalist and was shown at the exhibition at the OXO Building in 

London, 8th - 19th May. I was invited down to London to the award even-

ing, where I was presented with a certificate Highly Commended in the 

Amateur Category. 

 

Darren Smith 

 

————————————————————————————— 

 

Cliffs Corner  

 

“My wife told me: ‘Sex is better on holiday.’ 

That wasn’t a nice postcard to receive.” – 
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1st Place:      2nd Place:       3rd Place:    

   

Intermediate Group:   Earing stand (  3 entries) 

1st Place:   Kris Ceitak  2nd Place:    Malcolm Edwards   3rd Place:    Graham Hunt 

   

                                                                         Advanced Group:  Candle stick with spiral twist ( 1 entry) 

Joint 1st Place:    Malcolm Thorpe  2nd Place:       3rd Place:      

   

Chairman's Challenge results: May 2019 

Novice Group: Bird  ( 0 entry)  
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Chairman’s Challenge : June 

                              Novice Group                  

        Mushroom  

 

 

  

                                   Intermediate Group 

         Pen 

                                        Advanced Group                                            

    Plant Stand 8”      

Chairman’s Challenge : July 

                              Novice Group                  

      Whistle 

                                   Intermediate Group 

     Candle Stick  

                                        Advanced Group                                            

     Square edged Bowl  

If you don’t have time to get your item made ready for  the June meeting, could you make a start on  an item for  July ? 
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May Display Table   

See website for index  https://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank all the members that 

entered work for the display stand at         

Daventry as it is all your hard work and     

talent that sets us apart from the competi-

tion. 

Steve 
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A number of members  asked Keith  at the Hands on Meeting for a copy of his Axminster Pen and 

Project Kit Bushing details. 

Keith has sent them to me in xl format and I have converted to PDF to fit in the Newsletter, if anyone 

wants a copy in the xl format please e mail me and I will send you the xl spreadsheet. 

Rob  

secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 
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 Extract from Chestnut News Information “WAX” 

There's a plethora of coloured waxes available to woodworkers;   

 We've always produced our WoodWax 22 in a limited range of wood shades 

(great for taking the whiteness out of new wood) as well as the ever-popular 

Clear. 

What you might not know, and this came up at the weekend, is that you can tint 

the WoodWax 22 and especially the Liming Wax using our Spirit Stains to get a 

wide range of colours from just one tin. The only limit is your imagination! 
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 ————————————————————————————— 

Our last meeting at the school will be the Meeting on the 18th      

August.  During the following week we will need to move all the  

club equipment to the Kingsbury Community Centre , any assis-

tance in doing this would be gratefully appreciated, if you can assist 

please let either Steve Simmons or Rob Huxley know and we will 

confirm details to you.  

I have now confirmed with Kingsbury that we can start to move 

shelving and some of our equipment  in July , if you can spare a cou-

ple of hours 4.00pm—6.00pm probably Tues– Wed to assist in prep-

aration to move please speak to Steve or Rob 

 If you have any articles or information on Wood Turning that you feel 

would benefit other member’s of the club, please  forward them to me 

and I will consider them for publication in the Club Newsletter  

Rob  

Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 
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