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West Midlands Woodturners is a “not for profit” company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165 

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.  

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.  

Don’t forget your lunch and a mug! 

Programme of meetings 2019 

Venue: Water Orton Primary School, unless otherwise stated.  

  

17th March Hands On   Pewter and other materials 

14th April (not 3rd Sunday) Demo:   Rick Dobney 

19th May Hands On    Pens 

9th June (not 3rd Sunday) Demo:  Mick Hanbury 

21st  July Hands On    Pyrography 

18th August Demo:  Gary Rance 

15th September Hands On    Sharpening and work holding  

20th October Demo:  Greg Moreton  

17th November Hands On & AGM 

15th December Demo: Steve Heeley & Christmas “buffet” 

Some of the 2019 Programme of  meetings is dependent on the availability of a suitable venue 

and are therefore subject to change. 

Programme of “outside” events 

 No festival in 2019  Curborough Festival of Artists 

 Fri day 10th – Saturday 11th  May   “Woodworks” at Daventry 

Saturday 15th June Water Orton Carnival 

Sunday 28th July New Hall Mill. Sutton Coldfield 

Monday 26th August ( Bank Holiday ) New Hall Mill. Sutton Coldfield 

Hands On  

Pewter and other Materials 

http://www.noturningback.co.uk
file:///C:/Documents and Settings/User/My Documents/Robs Documents/Wood Club/Rick Dobney.htm
file:///C:/Documents and Settings/User/My Documents/Robs Documents/Wood Club/Rick Dobney.htm
http://www.rodpage-woodturner.co.uk
file:///C:/Documents and Settings/User/My Documents/Robs Documents/Wood Club/Mick Hanbury.htm
http://www.jasonbreach.co.uk
file:///C:/Documents and Settings/User/My Documents/Robs Documents/Wood Club/Gary Rance.htm
http://www.pauljoneswoodturning.co.uk
file:///C:/Documents and Settings/User/My Documents/Robs Documents/Wood Club/Greg Moreton.htm
http://www.steveheeley.co.uk
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  WMWT Committee  

Chairman Steve Simmons Chair@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Vice Chair  Vacant Vice@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Director John Hooper   

Secretary Rob Huxley Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Treasurer Pete Blakey Treasurer@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Deputy Treasurer Chris Jones   

Programme and Events 

Manager 

Vacant Events@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Equipment Manager Malcolm Edwards Equipment@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Membership Secretary David Campbell Membership@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Newsletter Editor Rob Huxley Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 
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Spring is just around the corner  and most of us will be coming out of 

Hibernation, dusting down the lathe  and sharpening our chisels ready 

for some turning.  Some simple practice pieces to get the feel  and 

touch back are ideal for the pick a peg. If you have any items for the 

pick a peg please pass these to a member of the committee. 
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Chairman’s Comments 

 Well it’s been a long time since we have had a demonstration day but it 

was worth the wait. Mark Sanger gave a thoroughly enjoyable day’s 

demonstration. I am sure all those who came to see Mark went home 

with some ideas and helpful tips. 

I want to thank all of those members that help set up and clear away, 

make tea, sell raffle tickets and organize and judge the Chairman’s Chal-

lenge at club meetings. It is you who help make these meetings so suc-

cessful. 

There were 39 members and 3 visitors who attended the meeting. It was 

nice to see some members who had not attended for a while. 

The Chairman’s Challenge had 9 high quality entries in total. 

We had 14 items on the display table and I was most impressed by the 

variety and standard of workmanship. Thank you all. 

Thanks again for your generous support with the raffle, £72 was raised. 

We have only got two more meetings until Daventry. Could all members 

start bringing their work in for the display table at the next two meet-

ings. To assist us in organising the event we need your items individual-

ly boxed with your name on it.    

I still need volunteers to help turn the competition pieces for Daventry, 

so if any one wishes to turn one of the challenges, please come and see 

me. 

 

 

Rob Huxley, John Davies and I attended Dave Evans Funeral and passed 

on our condolences to his wife Glenys and his family. Glenys told us 

how much Dave enjoyed coming to the club meetings and the friendly 

welcome that he always received. 

I look forward to seeing you all at the next Hands On meeting. 

 

Steve 

————————————————————————————— 

Cliffs Corner 

Church Ladies with typewriters are back 

The peace making meeting scheduled for today has been cancelled due to a conflict.  

The rosebud on the alter this morning is to announce the birth of David Alan Belzer, 

the sin of Rev and Mrs Julius Belzer. 

Wednesday.  The Ladies Liturgy Society will meet.  Mrs Jones will sing, "Put me in 

my little bed" accompanied by the pastor. 

 

 

 

 

 



 4 

Review of Demonstration by Mark Sangar 17th February 2019 

Firstly Mark talked about the very important matter of Health and Safety and 

was impressed by our club standards.  I think this is a very  important   reminder  

to us  all  about the use of a face shield  to prevent injury and the use of dust 

masks/ extraction units to make sure we protect our lungs. 

His first project was a Beach bowl and he discussed different aspects of the 

cross and end grain turning and hollowing he would be using. His favourite 

gouge which he uses a lot is a 3/8 bowl gouge with a long grind. 

Once he had turned the blank 

to round he started using a pull 

cut to shape the outside of the 

bowl. The gouge was held at  

around  10 O'clock using the 

swept back side of the gouge,  

he compared the cutting edge 

at this angle to a skew . By 

rotating the gouge anticlock-

wise he could reduce the depth 

of the cut until the shaving 

were very light and thin and 

produced a better finish. 

He reversed the bowl and now had the piece secured in the chuck on the tenon 

he had created . He cleaned up the face whilst still using the tailstock for sup-

port / safety. The tailstock was remove and he started to remove the inner part 

of the bowl approx. 3 inch diameter using his bowl gouge. He undercut the bowl 

slightly which gives an illusion 

of depth as he was going to 

create a bead on the face. 

 

 

For the final cut on face of the 

bowl he demonstrated the use 

of both a pull and a push cut. 

 

A scraper was used on the 

bowl to create a smooth finish. 

He then created a bead on the  

face for definition. 

 

Mark then went through the different texturing tools he was going to use to  

decorate the bowl.  

Electric carving chisel            Different burrs                     Arbortech 

 

 

 

He started the decoration by carving the face into segments to demonstrate dif-

ferent types of finish with each of the tools. The 

chuck was remove from the lathe 

and fitted to a chuck mount de-

vice.  (Supplier woodcut) 
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Once all the texturing was completed Mark 

then used a kitchen blow torch to scorch the 

surface, this adds depth under the colour by 

building up layers.  

 

The piece was then painted with Chestnut Ultra Dark burgundy spirit 

stain to the whole bowl. An innovative use  of a hair dryer and running  

the lathe on a slow speed aided the drying process. (don’t let the wife 

catch you using her hair dryer like this) 

 

 

 

 

The centre was to be decorated with gold leaf, and Mark went through 

the different types of gold leaf and there individual qualities of finish. He 

used Golf Leaf supplies to purchase his material from. Also available is 

copper leaf , tin leaf,  worth a look on their site. The centre of the bowl to 

which the gold leaf was being applied first needed to be covered with 

white Gesso to fill the grain, the Gesso was then cut back with abrasive.  

Gesso is a white paint mixture consisting of a binder mixed with chalk, gypsum, pig-

ment, or any combination of these. It is used in artwork as a preparation for any num-

ber of substrates such as wood panels, canvas and sculpture as a base for paint and 

other materials that are applied over it.  

 

A sizing adhesive was applied to the surface to be coated in the gold leaf 

and allowed to dry until it gets a tack. The sheets of gold leaf were laid 

on a pad and cut up into smaller pieces using a very clean grease free 

knife. The gold leaf was then picked up using a squirrel hair brush coated 

in a very fine coat of Vaseline and applied to the adhesive , the process 

was repeated until the area was covered in gold leaf.  The area was then 

brushed very lightly with a dry brush, A blusher brush is ideal, (Again 

don’t let the wife catch you using her blusher brush). A coat of Acrylic 

matt lacquer should be applied over the gold leaf to protect it. The top 

surface was  then very lightly  brushed with gilt cream.  

 

 

 

 

 

The bowl was removed from the chuck and using a friction plate (mouse 

mat on a piece of ply) with the tailstock brought up to apply  pressure to 

the bowl against the mat the base was then turned.  
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Mark’s second piece was a pot made of Olive Ash and this 

would demonstrate end grain hollowing. 

 

He started with the piece between centres, he pre-

ferred the 4 prong drive centre, he had tried the steb 

centre but the 4 prong was still his preference as he 

felt it was a more secure hold. 

He quickly brought he blank to round using a Rough-

ing gouge but also used his bowl gouge to demon-

strate it’s versatility. He made a tenon  and continued 

to create the basic shape of the pot whilst still be-

tween centres.  

The pot was turned around and held in the chuck and 

he again brought up the tailstock for stability and 

safety. 

 

The tail centre was removed and he 

created a slight curve to what will 

be the lid. A 6mm hole was drill 

into the lid for the button. He again 

brought up the tailstock for stabil-

ity. He made two grooves to define 

the textured area and then created 

the decoration with a spiralling tool. 

 

The lid section was then removed using a 2mm part-

ing tool.  

When parting off,  he left a small ridge and this was 

his guideline for a rough fit for the lid when he     

started hollowing. Using his bowl gouge he pushed in  

to the centre down to his required depth. On this 

piece the depth was quite shallow but can be altered 

to whatever you want. 

Using a pull cut he removed ma-

terial to the ridge he had made for 

the guideline for the lid aperture. 

He continued to remove material 

with the bowl gouge and then 

swapped to the hollowing tool un-

til he had created a ledge for the 

lid to sit on.  

He defined the edge and ledge 

with a skew and then tried the lid 

for fit, a couple more tweaks with 

the skew and he had  a nice fit. 

He had a neat little home made 

tool ( a screw glued in to a han-

dle ) which he used if he could not 

get the lid out. 



 7 

He than went on to decorate the 

underside of the lid. He used a 

nice little trick using electrical 

tape. 

The spiralling tool was used 

again on the underside of the lid  

to create a decorative effect.  

The lid was then removed and 

turned right side up and 

checked again for fit. The origi-

nal idea was to colour the wood 

but the grain in this piece was so 

good it was considered that this 

should be left natural and was 

just sanded.  

The Pot was reversed and using 

the friction plate again and tail-

stock was held to enable the 

base to be created. 

 

To finish he used cellulose sand-

ing sealer and then polished 

with a 1200 grit abrasive on a 

buffing wheel.  

 

 

 

The button for the lid was 

turned, coloured with spirit 

stain and once a 6mm width 

stem had been created was 

parted off and glued into the 

lid. 

 

The next part of this project 

was to create the base. The 

wood was placed between cen-

tres and turned down to ap-

prox. 65 mm diameter, a tenon 

was made with a skew chisel 

using a peeling cut. The piece 

was turned around and 

clamped in chuck.  

A groove was cut in the top 

surface and then the centre was 

made slightly concave and 

then parted off. It was put into 

a jam chuck and the bottom of 

the disc was finished off . 

The piece was then put back 

into the chuck and a groove 

equal to the thickness  of the 

disc was cut. 
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 The piece was remounted and the 

approx. depth of legs and overall 

depth marked at bottom of the cyl-

inder. A mark was made on the 

gouge to assist in getting the depth 

correct.  

Once the depth was established he  

marked the diameter of the top of 

the leg and removed the waste ta-

pering down the inside to create 

the shape of the leg. 

The section was then parted off at 

the upper mark being the bottom 

of the leg. 

 

In the absence of a vice Mark im-

provised and used the tailstock 

and waste left in the chuck to holt 

the piece whilst cutting the sec-

tions for the legs. Only three legs 

are needed so keep the other sec-

tion for future projects. 

The disc and legs where coloured with spirit 

stain and glued together to create the base for 

the pot  

 

During the making of the pot Mark had the need to sharpen his hollowing 

tool cutter and gave us some tips on how he did this with some very sim-

ple  CHEAP  pieces of kit . 

He has a disc of MDF with a 

tenon that fits into the chuck. 

On the face he has a sheet of 

800 grit wet and dry and on 

the edge he uses honing past. 

You can also sharpen gouges 

and skew chisels with this 

simple piece of kit. 

Made one myself the follow-

ing  Wednesday and it works 

really well.  

With about 20 minutes until 

we finished, Marks final pro-

ject was a simple box which 

he constructed very quickly  

using similar techniques and 

texturing methods as the pot. 

He then used a stencil down-

loaded and printed onto a 

sheet of paper and stuck this 

to the lid. He  used a pyrog-

raphy pen to burn the pattern 

in to lid of the box. 
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I’m sure we all  took something away from Marks Demo, Apart from 

turning, he covered texturing , Spirit stain , Applying gold leaf,  pyrogra-

phy and a homemade sharpening system. 

It was interesting that a lot of the decorative texturing and tools Mark 

used during the demo are the same techniques we were experimenting 

with on our Hands on Day in January.       

 Review by Rob Huxley 

  A few more examples of Mark’s work to  inspire you  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Some of the suppliers mentioned during his demo   

Homeofwood for locally sourced blanks, worth a look. 

https://www.homeofwood.co.uk/ 

Gold leaf  

https://www.goldleafsupplies.co.uk/beginners-kits/gilding-kits/ 

Chuck mount device  

https://www.woodcut-tools.com/store/c14/Detailing_%2F_Carving.html 

 Mark Sanger  

http://www.marksanger.co.uk/ 

———————————————————————————- 

Chestnut Newsletter  on Buffing wheels  

Another question this week was about our Buffing Wheels and that they can go 

black if they come into contact with metal – brass inlays or pen parts etc. Can 

they be washed? Yes they can, some warm soapy water is all that is needed. I’d 

recommend trying to keep the metal parts of the wheel out of the water, they are 

zinc plated for protection but it’s still better not to risk it. Make sure they’re fully 

dry before using them again. 

An alternative, as previously mentioned, is to use an abrasive on a piece of 

wood and effectively wear away the top surface until you expose fresh, clean 

cloth. A sneak preview, we are working on a two-handled mop dresser (a brush 

with a wire bristle) which will also do this job. 

https://chestnutproducts.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eec04d3ac2ee6c37ff756e279&id=7bf09b8510&e=00c20add13
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1st Place:     2nd Place:       3rd Place:    

   

Intermediate Group:  Goblet ( 7 entries) 

1st Place:  Rob Huxley 2nd Place:    Malcolm Edwards  Joint 3rd Place:   Graham Hunt  / Dave Hobbs 

   

                                                                         Advanced Group: King, Queen, Knight, Bishop, Rook   ( 2 entries) 

Joint 1st Place:    Darren Smith /Ted Gill  2nd Place:      3rd Place:     

   

Chairman's Challenge results: February 2019 

Novice Group: Sinning Top ( 0 entry)  
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Chairman’s Challenge : March 

                              Novice Group                  

        Door Wedge 

  

                                   Intermediate Group 

      Cake Stand  

                                        Advanced Group                                            

      Hollow Form with natural edge  

Chairman’s Challenge : April 

                              Novice Group                  

       Plain bowl 

  

                                   Intermediate Group 

    Natural edge bowl 

                                        Advanced Group                                            

  Basket illusion platter  

If you don’t have time to get your item made ready for  the March meeting, could you make a start on  an item for  April? 
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February Display Table   

See website for index  https://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk  
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What safety procedures should you follow 
when using a wood turning lathe? 

Wear safety glasses or goggles, or a face shield (with safety  
glasses or goggles) to protect yourself from flying chips. 

Wear hearing protection that is suitable for the level and fre-
quency of the noise you are exposed to in the woodworking 
area. 

Wear a dusk mask when dust is generated (e.g., during sand-
ing operations). 

Wear protective footwear when required. 

Work in well-lighted area. 

Before the lathe is turned on, ensure that all clamps and fit-
tings are secure and that the work piece is free to turn. 

Use stock free of defects. 

Hold tools firmly with both hands and against the tool rest. 

Hold the stock securely on the faceplate or between the cen-
tres. 

Use only furnished or approved tools. 

Use sharp, well-maintained chisels and gouges. 

Select a speed that is appropriate for the job. Operate the 
lathe at a low speed and use a moderate cut depth to prevent 
splinters from flying out during roughing operations. The actual 
speed of the lathe depends on type of wood, a diameter of 
stock, nature of work being done and type of tool used. 

Adjust tool rests so that they are parallel and as close as pos-
sible to the stock. They should also be set high enough so that 
tools will cut into the wood slightly above the centre of the 
work being turned. 

Remove the tool rest when sanding or polishing. 
      hold the paper in a way that will not allow the paper to catch,             
 pull or entangle around the stock. 
 

 

                         

                                     Acknowledgment 
Thank you to: 

Cliff Lane                      Humour    

John Hooper                  Photos  

Brian Goodall                Photos 

  

  ————————————————————————————— 

 Don’t forget we have some surplus wood in the store which needs a 

good home. We need to clear as much as we can which will mean we 

won’t have to move or store it. 

Please see Malcolm Edwards if you wish to have some of the     

wood, a small donation to the club  would be appreciated. 

 

Apology that the Newsletter is Late , I downloaded a McAfee         

security update which stopped all my Microsoft applications work-

ing. Something to do with Kernel 32dll ???? 

 ROB  

 If you have any articles or information on Wood Turning that you feel 

would benefit other member’s of the club, please  forward them to me 

and I will consider them for publication in the Club Newsletter  

Rob  

Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 
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