
   

West Midlands Woodturners 

November  2019 Newsletter 
 

West Midlands Woodturners is a ―not for profit‖ company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165 

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.  

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.  

Don’t forget your lunch and a mug! 

Programme of meetings 2019 

Venue:  Kingsbury Community and Youth Centre, unless otherwise stated.  

17th November Hands On & AGM 

15th December Demo: Steve Heeley & Christmas ―buffet‖ 

Programme of ―outside‖ events 

all Outside club events have been completed  

 As the November theme is finishing and this 

normally involves some sanding whether you 

are at the 80 grit or 400 grit stage, please      

remember the important use of suitable dust 

masks / respirator and dust extraction. 

 Wood dust becomes a potential health problem when, for 

example, the wood particles, from processes such 

as sanding, become airborne and are inhaled. Wood dust is a 

known human carcinogen. Certain woods and their dust con-

tain toxins that can produce severe allergic reactions.  

November Hands on Theme is Finishing  

http://www.steveheeley.co.uk
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        It’s that time of year again  

       Membership Fees are due 

Please bring your 

cheque book with you 

next meeting. 

  

WMWT Committee  

Chairman Steve Simmons Chair@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Vice Chair  Vacant Vice@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Director John Hooper   

Secretary Rob Huxley Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Treasurer Pete Blakey Treasurer@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Deputy Treasurer Chris Jones   

Programme and Events 

Manager 

Vacant Events@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Equipment Manager Malcolm Edwards Equipment@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Membership Secretary David Campbell Membership@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Newsletter Editor Rob Huxley Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 
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 Annual General Meeting: 17th November 2019 

 

Notice is hereby given that the 

Annual General Meeting of West Midlands Woodturners 

(a company limited by guarantee) 

will be held at  Kingsbury Community and Youth Centre at: 

10.00am on Sunday 17th November 2019. 

--------------------------------------------- 

 The Agenda for the meeting will be published when approved by the 

committee. 

Nominations (with seconders) for any of the committee roles should be 

received by the Honorary Secretary by 31st October 2019. 

Propositions (with seconders) may be made prior to the meeting and re-

ceived by the Hon Secretary prior to the commencement of the meeting. 

Propositions may be made from the floor only with the agreement of the 

Honorary Chairperson, whose decision whether or not to accept such 

propositions is binding on the meeting. 

Ballot papers, if required, will be provided at the meeting. 

Members who are unable to attend may nominate any other member with 

their proxy by completing the proxy form and passing it to the Hon Sec-

retary prior to the commencement of the meeting. 

Rob Huxley. Hon Secretary 

1st October 2019 

 

 

PROXY FORM FOR VOTING AT MEMBERS' 
MEETINGS 

All members of West Midlands Woodturners have the right to vote at the Annual Gen-

eral Meeting and any other meeting of members where a vote is held. 

If a Member is unable to attend, the Member may complete the Proxy Form below, or a 

similar document with the same information, to authorize another Member to vote on 

the absent Member’s behalf. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

I, (printed name follows) __________________________________________, certify 

that I am a member of West Midlands Woodturners. 

I hereby give my proxy to the Honorary Secretary or (Members name follows)  

__________________________________________, 

 and authorize him/her to vote on my behalf on any item or issue arising at the Annual 

General Meeting or any other  meeting of members. 

This proxy designation is valid from 

9.00 am Sunday 17th November 2019 

until 

5.00 pm Sunday 17th November 2019 

and replaces any and all proxy's I may have issued prior to the date this proxy was 

signed. 

 

Signed, ____________________________________ Dated:__________________ 
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Chairman’s Comments 

 

The October demonstration by Pat Carroll will be covered in 
the review elsewhere in this newsletter.  I would like to say 
how much I thoroughly enjoyed the day’s demonstration and 

thought he was an excellent replacement for Greg Morton. I 
would like to thank John Hooper for all his hard work in find-
ing and organising Pat as a replacement for Greg at such short 
notice.  

The new setup for the demonstration worked really well. The 
picture quality on the new TV screens was amazing and could 
be seen clearly at the back of the room. 

There were 37 members and 5 visitors that attended the meet-

ing 

The Chairman’s Challenge maintained the high quality that 

we come to expect but the entries were lower than expected 

with only 4 pieces. It was pleasing to see that we did have a 

new entry from one of our newer members, Greg Jenkins, 

well done. We had 12 items on the display table, once again, 

thank you all. 

The raffle raised £52 thank you all for your generosity. 

 

 

It’s that time of year again when we have to decide what 

events we will be attending for the next year. The supply of 

small items that we use on the Pick a Peg is running very low, 

so I am asking members to donate items for the Pick a Peg 

and sales table. 

The first part of our next meeting on the 17th November will 

include the AGM. Please make every effort to attend and have 

a say in the running of your club. The second part of the day 

will be a normal Hands On. 

See you all at the next meeting 

Steve. 

______________________________________________ 

An e mail from Kris Cietak 

I’ve been trying my hand at making humming spinning tops for the 

grandchildren for Xmas. 

I have been on line to see how its done and have followed the method 

precisely including wall thickness down to 3mm. The results were very 

pleasing. BUT sadly I don't get much of a hum.......More of a whimper! 

They say on the internet the hole doesn't really matter as to size and 

shape etc. but I think it does. 

Maybe some members will have the answer? 

I seem to remember at the Gary Rance demo that the hole needed to be 

undercut to tune, am I right ? 

Can anyone help in taking the HUM – BUG out of Kris’s Christmas  

presents. 

Rob  
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 Pat Carroll Review 

1st Project  Decorated Beech Box with pewter inserts. 

Pat started by saying 

that it was important to 
make sure the sides of 
the timber was exactly 
square as this would 
give alignment. He used 

a centre alignment tool 
to check centre rather 
than drawing a line 
across the corners as he 
felt this was more accu-

rate. 

A tenon was produced 

on each end and then he 
marked out the piece.  

Using a 4mm parting 
tool, introduced very 
slowly to prevent tear 
out, a fast speed helps 

as there is less time be-
tween tool contact, go as far as you feel comfortable and then 
finish of with a saw. On the initial parting Pat had left tell 
marks on each face as this reduced the need to measure. Using 
a 3/8 spindle gouge using a pull cut he started to hollow out 

the lid.  

Once the lid was hol-
lowed out, Pat used a 
spindle gouge that had 

been modified into a 
scraper as being round 
it allowed him to get 
more accurate corners. 

The inside of the lid 
was decorated using a 

knurling tool and fin-
ished with definition 
lines using a 3 pointed 
tool. 

The bottom of the box 
was then placed in the 
chuck using the lid and 

the tailstock to aid ac-
curate alignment.  

The tenon on the lid 
was then turned away 
checking the top was 
level. 

The decoration for the 
lid was than marked in 

pencil for guidance. 

A proxon carving tool 
was used to cut grooves. 
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A 22mm forstner bit was 
used to drill a 4mm depth 
hole in the lid to receive 

the pewter decoration. 

The lid was removed. 

Whilst the forstner bit 
was still in the tailstock; 
it was used to drill a start-
er hole in the bottom sec-

tion of the box. 

The bottom of the box is 

completed using the simi-
lar method to the lid. 

Pat had made a set of 
wooden jaws for his box 
project that he used to 
finish of the bottom and also used to drill the remaining holes 

in the box for the pewter pieces. The inside of the box and lid 
are then lacquered. This will prevent any bleed when the out-
side is sprayed black. 

Making the pewter discs 

Pat made a batch of wooden discs for the 
molten pewter to be poured into. Make 
sure the wood is dry before pouring in    
the pewter. 

Coins or hardwood discs could be       
substituted if desired. 

Using a round scraper 
with cutting edge on 
centre, start at the cen-

tre and moving out-
ward with gentle cuts, 
continue until you get 
small dust particles 
from the wood. 

The surface was then 

sanded using wet and 
dry, 600,800,2000 grit 

Pat used the knurling 
tool with lathe at 500 
rpm to decorate the 
centre of the pewter. 

To remove the pewter 
disc he used a parting 

tool and removed the 
wood to the edge of 
the disc, he then con-
tinued to remove the 
wood behind the disc 

until the disc is parted  
off. Once the box is                                                                        
decorated and holes                                                               
drilled and painted the                                                           
pewter discs are glued                                                               

in place. 
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Project 2 Brick illusion   

For this project an ash blank 12‖ x 2‖ was used. 

The blank was mounted on a face plate ring and mounted in 
the chuck. 

Because of the size of the blank the lathe speed was adjusted to 
give a lower speed and more torque. 

The tailstock was 
brought up to support 
the piece.  A line was 

drawn for the chuck-
ing point, a pull cut 
was used to remove 
the bulk of the materi-
al.            

The tailstock was re-
moved and a push cut 

with the bevel rubbing 
to get a good surface 
finish.  

To improve the sur-
face he used a shear 
cut which he felt was 

better than sanding as 
sanding can remove                                                              
grain in different ways. 

 

 

Finally he used a 
cabinet scraper to 
improve the surface 
finish. 

Using a parting tool 

he formed the edge 
of the mortise be-
fore shaping and 
adding a knurled 
texture. 

Some beads were 
added for decora-

tion and definition. 

 

The piece was re-

versed and the face 
plate ring removed. 

The surface was 
levelled and again 
using the cabinet 
scraper to improve 

the surface prior to 
power sanding with 
both lathe and drill 
in reverse. 
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Radial lines were 
drawn from the centre 
to the outside edge  

40mm apart, circular 
lines were then drawn 
decreasing in size to-
wards the centre. 

With a black marker 
every other line was 

marked to create the 
brick effect. 

The circular rings 
were then cut with a 
parting tool.  

The piece was re-
moved from the lathe 
and the radial lines 

marked between each 
circular line were cut  
using a detailing  
router. 

The piece was refitted 
and  a wire brush in a 
drill was used to lift 

and remove some of 
the soft grain in the 
ash. Followed by a 
hand held brush. 

The surface was 
sprayed with chestnut 
ebonising lacquer. 

To aid the drying of 
the lacquer, Pat used 

the NEW Axminster 
―PINK‖ hairdryer, his 
preferred choice. 

After adding several 
coats and allowing to 
dry, Pat used a liberon 

verdigris special ef-
fects wax to very 
lightly coat the piece 
using a brush. Guilt 
creams can be added 

for more effect. 

Using a parting tool a 
frame was created on 
the outer edge. 

The centre was re-
moved with a bowl 
gouge and this could 
be extend to your own 

desired size. 

The surface was then 
lightly buffed. 
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3rd Project  Beaded hollow form with finial 

 

The wood was end grain (wetish) 8inches long 4inches round. 

The piece was 

mounted in the lathe 

between centres and 

the bark removed us-

ing a roughing 

gouge. 

A tenon was turned 
on each end and the 
piece fitted into the 

chuck.  

The bottom section 
was parted off leav-
ing the top in the 
chuck. A reference 
line was left again to 

use as a guide when 
hollowing.  

After hollowing out 
the top the base was 
checked for fit and 
the tailstock brought 

up to hold whilst the                                                               
bottom half was shaped. 

The transition between 
bottom and top were 
trued up and then us-

ing a modified spindle 
gouge as a beading 
tool, start from the 
joint and with a swivel 
action side to side 

gently create the bead. 

Continue beading 
along the piece, ad-
justing the position of 
the tool rest as you 
need to keep at 90 de-

grees to the piece; as it 
can affect the bead 
size. 

Remove the bottom 
half. 

Using a spindle gouge 
make a hole for the 
finial, ( make sure you 

have clearance with 
your chuck!) 

The base was refitted 
into the chuck and us-
ing 3 ply paper the lid fitted. Bring up the tailstock for support. 
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Remove tenon and then 
bead the top, cut these 
slow as you are in end 

grain. 

The top was removed and 

a forstner bit was used to 
drill out an initial hole in 
the base. A spindle gouge 
was used on its side to 

remove a lot of the waste 
before finally finishing 
with a carbide cutter at 
45 degrees. 

The bottom piece was 
reversed and the tenon 
removed whilst support-

ed by the  stock, this was 
removed and the base 
shaped. 

The base was decorated 
using a knurling and a 
beading tool. The top 

was then super glued to 
the base. 

The finial 

A Piece of wood was fit-
ted into the O’Donnell jaws to make the finial. 

On initial rounding with a 
roughing gouge there was 
a clatter as the wood twist-

ed in the chuck which 
woke most of the audience 
having a nap after lunch.  

Once re-secured Pat 
quickly tapered the piece 
down and started to con-

struct the finial using a 
spindle gouge. 

The tenon mount was 
measured for with and 
then parted off. 

Project 4   Bowl   

For this project a piece of Sycamore 12‖ x 3‖ was used  

The Sycamore blank was mounted on a faceplate ring and fit-
ted into the chuck. The 
tailstock was brought up 
for support. 

Once Pat had trued up the 
face he started to shape 

the piece. He measured 
the thickness of the  rim 
he wanted to keep. 
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A tenon was created and 
then radial guide lines 
marked on the piece with a 

pencil. 

After locking the spindle 

for stability, An Arbotech 
was used to cut radial lines 
into the underside of the 
rim and bowl base. 

The arbotech was then 
used with the lathe running 

to create a circular pattern 
around the base. 

The piece was sprayed 
with ebonising lacquer and    
dried once again with the 
Axminster ―PINK‖ 

The piece was reversed in 
the chuck and the face 

plate ring remove and the 
bowl diameter  marked. 

 

The Arbotech was again 
used to cut radial lines 
penetrating through and 
some sections broken 
away . 

The piece was sprayed and 
a mortise cut to allow the 
piece to be held with the 

chuck in expansion. 

 

The bottom was cleaned 

up  and smoothed out 
leaving the tenon on at this 
stage. 

 

The piece again was re-
versed to hollow out the 
centre of the bowl.  

A jam chuck was made 
from a scrap piece of wood 
and the bowl reversed for 

the last time to remove the 
tenon. 

 

   

   

    

 

Rob Huxley 
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1st Place: Greg Jenkins     2nd Place:       3rd Place:    

   

Intermediate Group:  Offset figure ( 2 entries) 

1st Place:  Graham Hunt    2nd Place:    Malcolm Edwards   3rd Place:      

   

                                                                         Advanced Group:  Segmented Bowl ( 1 Entry) 

 1st Place:  Don Lawrence     2nd Place:    3rd Place:       

   

Chairman's Challenge results: October 2019 

Novice Group:  Honey dipper ( 1 entry)  
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Chairman’s Challenge : November 

                              Novice Group                  

  Xmas Decoration a bell  

 

 

  

                                   Intermediate Group 

     Xmas Decoration a Drop finial    

                                        Advanced Group                                            

      Xmas Decoration (involuted) 

Chairman’s Challenge :  December 

No Competition  

                                        ALL 

Following an excellent day at Newhall Mill on bank holiday 

Monday the pick a peg stock is running low. 

Could everyone just try to make one item for the pick a peg in      

December. 

Thank you 

                                     

    

                                          

      



 14 

October Display Table   

See website for index  https://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk  
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         November Hands On Theme  Finishing  

 Dye. Dyes matches the existing colour or it also changes the  

colour of the surface. ... 

 Oil finishes. Oil wood finishes improve the appearance of un    
 furnished wood. ... 

 Varnish. Varnishes are made up of oil, solvents, and resins. ... 

 Shellac. ... 

 Stain. ... 

 Lacquers. ... 

 Water-Based Finishes. ... 

 French Polish. 

_______________________________ 

Chestnut Products  Newsletter 

If you didn’t sign up and want to see their Newsletters, copy and past the 

link below. There are over 80 Newsletters over the last 18 months with 

various questions and answers to all your finish queries. 

https://chestnutproducts.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?

u=eec04d3ac2ee6c37ff756e279&id=f4ad97a4d1&e=00c20add13 

___________________________________________________________ 

Do you have your own recipe or method that 

works for you; that you want to share? 

 

 

Cliffs Corner  

Bert, a 70 year old extremely wealthy widower, shows up at 

the Country Club with a breathtakingly beautiful and very sexy 

25 year-old blonde who knocks everyone's socks off with her 

youthful sex appeal and charm who hangs over Bert's arm and 

listens intently to his every word. 

His buddies at the club are all aghast. They corner him and 

ask, "Bert, how'd you get the trophy girlfriend?" 

Bert replies, "Girlfriend? She's my wife!" 

They're knocked over, but continue to ask. "So, how'd you per-

suade her to marry you?" 

Bert says, "I lied about my age." 

His friends respond, "What do you mean? Did you tell her you 

were 50?" 

Bert smiles and says, "No. I told her I was 90." 
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 FOR SALE 
 

Axminster Perform Lathe—Model CCL 
 

With Chuck and tools 
 

Brief Specification: Motor 3/4 HP 
10 speeds from 500 to 2000 rpm 
No 2 MT in head and tailstock 

Spindle thread 1‖ x 8 tpi 
Max. Diameter over bed 155mm 

Max. Length between centres 840mm 
 

£120.00 O.N.O. 
 

Contact : 
Ernie Adams 
166, Chester Road , Streetly, Sutton Coldfield B74 2HS. 
Phone 0121 353 3001 

 
       ————————————————————————————— 

The phone number in last months Newsletter for Tim Davies was incorrect, it 
should have been 07890 484963. 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

      Packwood House 
 
Phil Stevenson and Malcolm Thorpe will be   

 at Packwood House ( National Trust ) on 

Saturday 7th -Sunday 8th December. 

 

 
                         Acknowledgment 
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 ————————————————————————————— 

Thank you to all who purchased some of Dave Evans Tools and 
equipment. It raised £135.00 which Glenys was very grateful for. 

I will bring some more with me next meeting. 

Rob 

__________________________________________________________ 

 Hereford Woodturners Have a demo by Nick Arnul on 
Saturday 9th November 10.00am – 4.00pm 

For more information contact Peter Dennis Secretary on 07802925512 

 If you have any articles or information on Wood Turning that you feel 

would benefit other member’s of the club, please  forward them to me 

and I will consider them for publication in the Club Newsletter  

Rob 

Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Mobile 07767 344896 


