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West Midlands Woodturners is a “not for profit” company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165 

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.  

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.  

Don’t forget your lunch and a mug! 

Programme of meetings 2019 

Venue:  Kingsbury Community and Youth Centre, unless otherwise stated.  

15th September Hands On    Sharpening and work holding  

20th October Demo:  Greg Moreton  

17th November Hands On & AGM 

15th December Demo: Steve Heeley & Christmas “buffet” 

 Meetings starting from 15th September will be at the  Kingsbury 

Community & Youth Centre  

Programme of “outside” events 

 

all Outside club events have been completed  

 SEPTEMBER HANDS ON  

http://www.pauljoneswoodturning.co.uk
C:/Documents and Settings/User/My Documents/Robs Documents/Wood Club/Greg Moreton.htm
http://www.steveheeley.co.uk
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  THERE IS NO MEMBERS DISPLAY TABLE IN THE                

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER AS ALL THE STANDS HAD BEEN 

MOVED TO KINGSBURY 

                            GARY RANCE DISPLAY TABLE  
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Chairman’s Comments 

 I hope you all had an enjoyable day at our last meeting at Water Orton 

School. I thought that the demonstration that was given by Gary Rance 

was most informative and there was something for all abilities to take 

back into their workshops to practice. 

 I would like to thank everyone for their hard work in setting up the new 

TV's and audio equipment. This proved to be a great success and picture 

quality was a big improvement. 

Thank you to John Hooper for organizing the wonderful buffet that we 

all enjoyed for our lunch. 

The meeting was attended by 33 members. 

The Chairman’s Challenge attracted a total of 9 entries. Once again the 

standard of workmanship was very high. 

Unfortunately there was no display table for this meeting as all the 

equipment had been moved to the new venue at Kingsbury. The display 

table will be back for the next meeting so do please bring along your 

work to display. 

The raffle raised £59. Thank you again for all your support. 

I would like to thank everyone that helped clear away and transport the 

rest of our equipment to Kingsbury after the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

New Hall Mill 

August bank holiday Monday was our second visit to New Hall Mill this 

year. The weather was very kind to us this time. The theme for the event 

was 1940’s and there was some wonderful displays of war time memora-

bilia and vintage vehicles. 

This was the first time that our new and bigger gazebo was used and it 

proved to be a big improvement.  

There was steady stream of visitors throughout the day that kept the Pick 

a Peg and the sales table busy, raising over £300 towards the club funds. 

There was also some interest about becoming members so let hope that 

we see some of the visitors at our new venue at Kingsbury. 

Once again, I would like to thank all the club members who helped out 

on the day and also those that came and paid us a visit. 

Well we have come to the end of another chapter in the history of the 

club. I am looking forward to our future at Kingsbury Community Cen-

tre.                                                               

See you all on the 15th September. 

 

Steve 
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Gary Rance Review 

Firstly Gary gave us a brief résumé of his career path in the world of 

woodturning. 

In 1975, at the age of 16, Gary started a three year apprenticeship with a 

small woodturning company in Chesham called Joseph Reynolds. After 

18 months was put on piece work turning mainly peppermills and kitchen 

ware. This experience was to help enormously when he became self-

employed in 1987. However, prior to this was a 10 year period with an-

other woodturning firm turning stair balusters and chair parts. It was at 

this point that Gary became involved with Stewart Linford of High 

Wycombe who makes the famous Windsor Chair and exports world-

wide. It is since becoming self-employed that Gary has made his mark on 

the woodturning scene,  

Gary is also on the Register of Professional Turners and is considered 

one of the fastest and most accurate production woodturners in the U.K 

and is one of only a few whose income comes solely from woodturning  

Before commencing the first project Gary highlighted the health and 

safety guidance with the use of PPE. 

1st Project  

 Spindle turning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gary mounted the piece between centres 

and marked a line approx. 2” along the 

piece, using his 1/2 inch skew chisel 

which is ground at 2 degrees off square, 

he removed the edges and then produced 

the bead to the square edge. 

Continuing with the skew chisel he re-

duced the piece to round with a planning 

cut. Once round he demonstrated the vee 

cut, fillets and beads. 

 He then actually engineered a catch to 

demonstrate what causes this, he used a 

black marker on the chisel to highlight the 

tell tale dust half way up the blade from 

the cutting edge showing contact along 

the edge and not just on the very tip. 

He had ground away a skew and left only 

the very tip to demonstrate that it is the                                                 

very tip that actually does the work. 

 

2nd Project   

Humming Top                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
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The piece was mounted be-
tween centres and  turned to 

round and a spigot made for 
the chuck. Whilst still be-
tween centres he reduced the 

diameter of the piece to create 
the shaft of the top 7mm. 
Once in the chuck this was 

refined     further.  

Using a parting tool he creat-
ed a fillet and then completed 
the bead before creating some 

grooves with the skew and 
decorating with the pencil. 
The piece was parted off leav-
ing the witness mark for the  

hollowing out of the main 
body of the top. 

A hole was drilled in the cen-
tre of the wall of the box 

which will eventually be filed 
square later. A bead was cre-
ated at the bottom  to match 

the  top. 

 

The piece was hollowed out 
using a Spindle gouge, 1/4 
skew and box scraper. The top 

was then checked for fit. 

 

 

The box was then removed 
from the chuck. A jam 

chuck was made with and 
old piece of wood and the 
box carefully tapped on to 

allow the shaping and deco-
ration of the spinning point.  

The piece was removed and  
the two parts glued together,  

Gary preferred to use tight 
bond rather than CA glue 
for this.  

The piece of wood for the 

handle had been pre-drilled 
with a 7 mm hole 20 mm 
from the end whilst square 
and then placed  between 

centres.  

Gary copied out the basic 
index lines for shape using a 
handle he had already made 

and then shaped the handle. 

The hole is then filed square 
and is undercut to tune. 

A 3mm hole is drilled into 
the spindle for the string and 

after winding the string 
around the shaft we were 
ready to check the humming 

top which could be clearly                                                                               
heard 
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3rd Project 

Earing Stand 

Gary had already pre-
pared the earing stand 
disc blank with a centre 

hole with 24 holes  
around the circumference 

He had a metal jig made 
for this. 

 He used a wooden jam 

chuck to firstly turn the 
base and decorated with 
grooves and pencilled in.     

 

He then used the same 

method for the earing 
holder disc. 

 

 The centre pillar was 
then marked out and 

turned using all the cuts 
demonstrated during the 
spindle turning project.         

Using a parting tool the 

piece was cut  and then 
assembled with the base 
and earing disc. The base 

can be covered with stick 
on felt as an option. 

4th Project  

Pendant 

The pendants will require 
you to make wooden holding 
jaws for the pendants to be 
turned in once the outer 
shape is created. 
 
The piece of wood is held 
between centres and the disc 
shape created. 

 

 

The disc is then held in the 

wooden jaws and the surface 
finished. Then with a very 
fine knife blade make a cut 

at an angle to penetrate half 
way through the disc, swap 
the jig around and calculate 

the same distance and make a 
second cut to form a vee in 
the pendant body and release 

the centre disc which will 
then rotate within the vee  

The same process is followed 
for the offset pendant using a 

different jig. 
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Project 5  

Idiot stick  

A few of the members 
remembered the idiot 
stick from Gary's last    

visit. 

The piece of wood about 
25mm in diameter x 
100mm long was drill 

down the centre using a 
7mm drill 80mm deep and 
used  the tailstock for 

guidance to make sure it 
was running central. It 
was held between centres 

and shaped and decorated. 
It is important when 
rounding the end to leave 

a flat around the hole or it 
won’t click. 

Before Gary continued to 
make the plunger,  He  

demonstrated the tech-
nique how to twist for-
ward and back to engage 

the elastic. He passed 
around the one he had al-
ready made to test if we                                                                        

could get it to click.  

The shaft of the plunger                                                                        
needed to be 6.5 mm dia. 

He cut the vee in the 
plunger where he said 

the elastic should go 
and then finished the 
end to a smooth tear 

drop shape. 

 

The hole had been pre drilled for the elastic 
band and Gary explained how the band should 
be positioned but I didn’t see him actually glue 

it in !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

The idiot stick did the rounds and came back to the front and Gary con-
tinued to demonstrate the technique to get it to spring back and click. 

There were a few clicks as it went around the room but to some, I think it 
was still the knack of collecting the rubber band on the end of the plunger 
they couldn’t master. Funny the one he had just made clicked and I never 

saw the rubber band go in? 

 

Project 6  

Pomander from a Banksia Nut 

When buying a Banksia nut , buy the 
heavy ones otherwise you may find 
they are rotten. 
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 The Banksia nut had 
been cut to about 3” long 

and was mounted be-
tween centres. The nut 
was turned to round and 

it is especially important 
to look and feel for loose 
seeds. If any are found 

loose use CA glue to se-
cure. A spigot was made 
and the nut clamped in 

the chuck. 

  

A forstner bit was used to 
remove the majority of 
the centre and finished 

off with a hollowing tool. 

A 10mm hole was drilled 

through the bottom for   
the finial to be fitted into. 

CA glue was used to   
secure loose seeds and 

strengthen cracked areas. 

The nut was then parted 
off.  

The lid was made and 
checked for fit. 

 

 

The finial was 
turned and the piece 

was assembled with 
the cord passing 
through the finial 

and lid. 

 

   

Project 7 

Spinning Top 

Note the detailed plans. 

Using the plans as a 
guide the piece of wood 

was marked up. 

The shaft dia is 7mm 
and is cut into the body 
to a depth of 14mm, the 

body of the top is round 
at both ends. 

 

The top was decorated 
and parted off. 
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After parting off it was 
reversed into a pre made 

jam chuck. The bottom 
was rounded off smooth-
ly, unless it is round,it 

won’t tip over onto the 
shaft. 

8th Project 

Pear 

A piece of laburnum was 
placed between centres 
and turned down to 

round. 

Gary very quickly start-
ed to reduce the piece 
and then everything rap-

idly went pear shaped. 

 

Once the top of the pear 
was shaped it was re-
versed into a pre made 

screw chuck which sup-
ported the sides without 
damaging top of the pair.  

 

The bottom was shaped 

and the twig and clove 
fitted. 

 

 

Amazing at the 
speed he worked at 

Pearfict!! 

 

 

 

9th Project 

Light Pull 

The wood had been 
pre drilled all the 

way through.  

The drive centre had 
a modified cutter 
which drilled the bot-

tom hole exactly and 
then bottomed out 
and became the 

drive. 

As a production 
turner he has created 
scratcher boards 

which have small 
nails in a shaped 
piece of wood to 

mark the pieces. 
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 10th Project  

Picture Frame  

The piece was mounted 
on  a home made screw 
chuck and the edges 
trued up. 
 
Before making the pic-
ture frame Gary  
showed a method of 
beading by lifting and 
turning the gouge up 
and over the bead, it 
was apparently slightly 
more difficult on the 
face but he didn’t ap-
pear to have any prob-
lem. 
 
 
He reduced the piece 
down to the size he 
wanted and then re-
moved the outer ring 
using a parting tool. 
 
 
 
John actually captures 
the ring finally parting 
if you look closely.                                  

  

                                                    

 

 

The ring was fitted 

into the chuck and 

the inner edge tidied 

up. 

 

The picture recess 

was cut into the back 

of the ring and then 

the piece was re-

versed in the chuck. 

The outer frame 

shaped and decorated 

with beads. 

 

 

 

                                                                          Review by Rob Huxley 

  

GARY RANCE 

10 Projects completed 

You can understand why he was               

considered one of the fastest and             

most accurate woodturners in the UK  
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New Hall Mill 

The friends of Newhall Mill  recorded a total of 1,066 visitors 
through the gate on Bank Holiday Monday . 

 

               All set up and ready for the day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Attention”  We had a visit from the local military on the day 

 

 

   

 

Laurel & Hardy visits the pick                                                     

a peg 

Not a winner Cliff - Here's an-
other nice mess you've gotten 
me into 

 We had a exceptional day  on 

the pick a peg table. 

As such our stocks are now run-

ning low, we would appreciate 

any donations to the stock for 

pick a peg. Mice, spinning tops, 

hedgehogs, bud vases , pen-

dants and mushrooms all seem 

to be popular choices for win-

ners 
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NEW AUDIO / VISUAL  

 After setting up the new TV's on the stands and with the new audio    
system for the first time live, I think we were all very pleased with the 

clarity of the picture and the sound quality. 

  

 
  

 

 
 

 

  ———————————————————————————— 

Cliffs corner  

“What are these pennies doing in my soup?” the restaurant patron 
demanded, motioning for the waiter to come over to his table. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The waiter walked over and whispered, “You said you would stop 

eating here if there wasn’t some change in the food.” 

Some of us may have learnt to drive                               

in one of these models 

Keith making some shavings 

with John taking some multi 

frame shots to experiment 

with.  

We also had a visit form these little pests and a 

number of us ended up with a few bites. Well we 

were at a Water Mill  !!!!                                    

With a churned up stagnant pool. 
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1st Place:    Les Wilkes  2nd Place:       3rd Place:    

   

Intermediate Group:  Lidded Box (  4 entries) 

1st Place:    Malcolm Edwards   2nd Place:   Mary Dunne    3rd Place:    Graham Hunt  

   

                                                                         Advanced Group: Clock ( 4 Entries) 

Joint 1st Place:   Don Lawrence   2nd Place:      Malcolm Thorpe  3rd Place:     Keith Lanchester 

   

Chairman's Challenge results: August  2019 

Novice Group:  Pear ( 1 entry)  
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Chairman’s Challenge : September 

                              Novice Group                  

     Bangle  

 

 

  

                                   Intermediate Group 

      Open neck vase  

                                        Advanced Group                                            

    Sphere Box 

Chairman’s Challenge : October 

                              Novice Group                  

       Spinning Top 

                                   Intermediate Group 

   Offset female figure 

                                        Advanced Group                                            

     Segmented Bowl  

If you don’t have time to get your item made ready for  the September  meeting, could you make a start on  an item for  October? 
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   Meetings starting from 15th September will be at   

Kingsbury Community & Youth Centre  

Pear Tree Ave, Kingsbury, Tamworth B78 2LN  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 16 

  

 

    
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
       ————————————————————————————— 
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Thank you to: 

Cliff Lane                                              Humour     

John Hooper                                         Photos 

 Our Moving Volunteers                      Move to Kingsbury 

  ————————————————————————————— 

  

Whilst we have the Hands on day in September, we do 
need some volunteers on the day to assist in sorting the 
storage room and erecting some shelving.  

Please speak to Rob or Malcolm Edwards if you would 
like to lend a hand. 

 

  

  

 If you have any articles or information on Wood Turning that you feel 

would benefit other member’s of the club, please  forward them to me 

and I will consider them for publication in the Club Newsletter  

Rob  

Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Mobile 07767 344896 

I know Steve has already mention it in his 

Chairman's comments but the committee 

really appreciate all the assistance from 

members in the moving of the equipment 

from the school to the community centre 

A BIG THANK YOU 


