
   

December 2017 Newsletter 
 

West Midlands Woodturners is a “not for profit” company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165 

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.  

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.  

Demo Meeting: 10th December 

(Not the third Sunday) 

                    Mark Hancock 

Don’t forget: 

A comfortable chair. The rear car park. 

And your bring your sharing buffet lunch - as well as a mug! 

Presentation of  

“Member of the year” award to: 

Tom Badger 

By 

The Club President: Graham Lovatt 

http://www.markhancock.co.uk/index.html


 2 

 

 

Outside Christmas events 

Members of the club will be at Packwood House on: 

Sunday 3rd December and Saturday 9th December. 

If you would like to help please contact Phil Stevenson 

WMWT Committee  

Chairman Steve Simmons Chair@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Vice Chair   Vice@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Secretary & Director John Hooper Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Treasurer Peter Blakey Treasurer@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Programme and Events 

Manager 

Malcolm Thorpe Events@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Equipment Manager Malcolm Edwards Equipment@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Membership Secretary  Membership@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Newsletter Editor Rob Huxley Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 
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Emma Cook - a.k.a. the Tiny Turner. 

Emma will be demonstrating at  WMWT on 18th February 2018. 

If you would like a “preview” of Emma and her skills, she will be at Axminster, Nunea-

ton, on Saturday 9th December. 

Her website is here. 

https://www.thetinyturner.co.uk/
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Chairman’s Comments 

I was pleased to see the number of members that had attended the        Novem-

ber meeting which included the A G M and to report that the club has had an-

other successful year. 

Thank you to those members who proposed and voted for me to become the 

new chairman, I know that Cliff will be a hard act to follow, but I will represent 

the club to the best of my ability. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all committee members and volun-

teer club members who have worked hard this year to make this club so suc-

cessful.  A special thanks go to Cliff and Les for their years of service to the 

club. 

I would also like to welcome Peter Blakey (Honorary Treasurer) and Malcolm 

Edwards (Equipment Manager) on to the committee. 

The President’s award for Club Member of the Year Trophy was presented to 

Tom Badger. 

There were 53 members and 1 visitor at the Hands On that followed the AGM 

which had a theme of spirals, with many members taking the opportunity to 

learn the process of producing spirals. 

Thank you to all who bought raffle tickets, we raised £63. 

The last Chairman’s Challenge for this year was a little disappointing, with only 

6 entries but the standard of workmanship was high. As discussed at the AGM, 

if there are any reasons why members are not entering the Chairman’s Chal-

lenge e.g. no suitable wood, tools or just need some advice please come and talk 

to myself or Malcolm Thorpe as we are only too glad to help. 

The display table was well supported with 26 high quality pieces on show. 

Just a reminder that with the New Year fast approaching we will require dona-

tions to restock Pick a Peg for next year’s outside events. 

The December meeting will include the Bring and Share Christmas Buffet. If 

you have not been to one of these before, we all bring in some food either sa-

voury or sweet for yourself plus a little extra to share. There will be no Secret 

Santa this year as agreed at the AGM. 

I hope to see you all on the 10th December but as this is the last newsletter of the 

year I would like to take the opportunity, on behalf of myself and the commit-

tee, to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Steve 

———————————————————————————————— 
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Annual General Meeting Report:  

(summary of elections and decisions)  

The AGM took place on 19th November 2017 and the meeting met the quorum 

requirements. (53 members present and 2 proxies given).  

The officers were elected as follows: 

Chair:    Steve Simmons 

Secretary:    John Hooper 

Treasurer:   Peter Blakey 

The committee was elected as follows: 

Vice-Chair:   Vacant 

Events Manager:  Malcolm Thorpe 

Equipment Manager: Malcolm Edwards 

Membership Secretary:  Vacant 

Cliff Lane and Les Saunby were thanked for their many years of committee 

work.  

Voluntary roles: 

Newsletter Editor  Rob Huxley 

Demonstrator booking Phil Stevenson 

Display Table  Bob Rimmer 

Publicity   Rob Huxley 

Risk Assessments  John Whitehouse 

Webmaster   Brian Goodall (Deputy Wolfgang Schulze-Zachau) 

Catering   Dave Hobbs 

First Aid Co-ordinator Dave Hobbs 

Chairman’s Challenge Brian Bateman & Don Lawrence 

Officers and committee members reports were received which variously high-

lighted the activities, issues and events during 2017 and looked forward into 

2018 for our demonstrator programme and the clubs activities and outside 

events.  

Subscriptions are to maintained at 2017 levels, and the annual payment discount 

scheme is to be continued.  

The progress of HS2 and the new school has been further delayed until, proba-

bly 2019. Consequently the moratorium on new equipment has been lifted, and 

equipment needs will be reviewed. 

It was agreed that a new category of “Associate of WMWT” was to be created 

and offered to members who for various reasons could no longer attend. This 

will come into operation in 2018. 

Due to the retirement of our current accountants, a new accountant has been 

identified and will be engaged to prepare the accounts and financial documents 

for statutory submission. 

The Insurance policy has been re-written by the insurers, who no longer offer 

“All Risks” insurance for equipment. The cover is for specified perils, and theft 

is only covered if accompanied by “violent and forcible” entry. Consequently 

we are no longer covered for theft when at shows and fairs, or, it would appear, 

if a theft occurs during a club meeting, when the doors to the hall are not 

locked. The committee is to review whether changes to our normal procedures 

are necessary. 

A discussion on judging has led to a request for the criteria  to be available to 

members. These are included in this newsletter. 

WMWT is to continue with its affiliation status with AWGB for the forthcom-

ing year. 

The Club President presented the Shield for “Best Club Member” to Tom Badg-

er. 

The next AGM is on 18th November 2018, when Rule 10.5 will be in operation 

in respect of the current Honorary Secretary. 
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Judging Criteria: 

At the AGM there was a short discussion on the judging criteria for competi-

tions. We agreed that it may be useful to publish some notes on the various cate-

gories. It was also suggested that members that wanted to could use the notes as 

an aide memoir in their own workshops. 

The following is a guide for judging turned products. Projects may not meet all 

the criteria. However, these are the areas that should be developed as a 

woodturners skills increase. 

 

Award points out of 10 in the seven categories listed and total the points. 

Execution – craftsmanship, tooling, sharpness of detail. Do the lines flow 

smoothly or transition smoothly? Is the project free from tool marks and sand-

ing marks?  Is it smooth to the touch and free of undulations? If a bowl or a ves-

sel, is the wall thickness consistent? If a closed form, is the inside smooth? Are 

beads, coves and fillets crisp? Is the bottom finished? 

Design – does the project have good shape and form? Does it have good propor-

tions?  Is it pleasing to the eye? Does it have clean lines? Is it fit for purpose? 

For example a cereal bowl should be able to hold the milk and be shaped to let 

you scoop the cereal out, is the top or bottom too heavy or too light?  

Finish – choice of finish and execution, colour. Is the surface free of tool 

marks, sanding marks and lines? Has a finish been applied?  Is the finish 

smooth? Has it been buffed? Is the finish even? (may vary in thickness, gloss, 

colour). Has the base been finished to the same standard as the rest of the piece? 

Subject originality – whether copied, or of original design. This would not nec-

essarily be detrimental but could be a factor if you had to choose between two 

pieces and you knew that one was a copy of another turners work and one was 

an original design. 

Timber choice – suitability for project, exploitation of grain, does the timber 

compliment the design? if any unusual features in the timber have they been 

used in the design? 

Technical challenge – degree of difficulty attempted. Did the piece require any 

special technique to be used? Did the piece present any chucking difficulties? 

Does the piece include texture, carving, or laminations? Is the piece larger or 

smaller than usual? 

General appeal – is the piece both visual and tactile? Is it pleasing to the eye? 

Does the piece instantly grab attention? 

The judging sheet used for the Chairman’s Challenge covers these areas but for ease of 

use some of the categories have been put together as follows: 

 

 

 

     Categories 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10   

Execution                       

Design                       

Finish                       

Subject originality                       

Timber choice                       

Technical challenge                       

General appeal                       

                       Total                       
                Category   Score 

  1 to 10 

          Comments 

Function and execution     

Form and Design     

Toolwork and technical challenge     

Finish     

General appeal and timber choice     

                                           Total     
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Chairman’s Challenge 2018 

The list of projects for the Chairman’s Challenge is given in advance in order to provide Greater preparation time and encourage more members to 

participate. All of the projects have been selected to help build your skills month by month. If you have any questions please feel free to ask me at 

meetings or phone me at home. Enjoy your turning and I look forward to seeing your input each month. 

Novice Group Intermediate Group Advanced Group  

 Spurtle                                                                      Yarn Bowl                             Bowl On 3 Feet                                                          Jan 

 Plain Bowl (150mm)                                                                                  Carvers Mallet                                                                   Cup and Saucer                                                                                                                                         Feb 

 Pencil Pot                                                                  Ring Stand                                                                                         2 Tier Cake Stand                                                      Mar 

 2 Napkin rings                                                          Apple and Pear                                                           Vase Turned Thin and Coloured or Pierced or Both                                                              Apr 

 Egg and Cup                       Pestle and Mortar                                                       Stacking Box with Lid                                                May 

 Mouse                            Pendant    Goblet with Natural Edge                   June 

 Apple                      Genie Bottle                                     Hollow Form with Finial                                           July 

 Bud Vase                                                                                                 Cup and Ball                                          Baseball cap   (½ size)                                                                    Aug 

 Ring Stand                                                    Small Bowl (150mm) Max 3mm Thickness                                                    Wall Plaque                                                                                                                                                                      Sept  

 Foot Massager                                                                                                Platter with a Coloured or Decorated Rim                     Bowl Cut and Reconstructed                                               Oct  

 Xmas Decoration - Christmas Tree                                                                                                       Xmas Decoration - Angel                                                         Xmas Decoration - Free Choice                                                                                                                                       Nov 

 No Competition                                                                    No Competition                                            No Competition                                           Dec  
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Chairman’s Challenge Results:  November 

Novice Group: Candlestick (3 entries) 

1st Place: John Davis 2nd Place: Chris Jones 3rd Place: Bill Finnigan 

   

Intermediate Group:Discus Bowl (2 entries) 

1st Place: Darren Smith 2nd Place: Graham Hunt 3rd Place: 

   

Advanced Group: Bowl of Fruit (1 entry) 

1st Place: Malcolm Thorpe 2nd Place: 3rd Place: 
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Display Table: November 
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Club Meeting dates for 2018 

 

21st January  Hands On 

18th February  Demo: Emma Cook 

18th March  Hands On 

15th April  Demo: Les Thorne 

20th May  Hands On 

10th June   Demo: Rod Page  (NB: not 3rd Sunday) 

15th July  Hands On 

19th August  Demo: Jason Breach 

16th September Hands On 

21st October  Demo: Paul Jones 

18th November Hands On & AGM 

16th December Demo: Steve Heeley & Christmas “buffet”. 

 

The demonstrators names above are linked to their websites, so just “click” on their 

name. 

 

 

 

 

 

Provisional dates for 2019 

 

20th January   Hands On 

17th February  Demo 

17th March  Hands On 

14th April   Demo  (not 3rd Sunday) 

19th May  Hands On 

9th June   Demo   (not 3rd Sunday) 

21st July  Hands On 

18th August  Demo 

15th September Hands On 

20th October  Demo 

17th November AGM & Hands On 

15th December Demo 

 

 

These dates may be affected by this: 

http://www.thetinyturner.co.uk
http://www.noturningback.co.uk
http://www.rodpage-woodturner.co.uk
http://www.jasonbreach.co.uk
http://www.pauljoneswoodturning.co.uk
http://www.steveheeley.co.uk
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The 12 days of Christmas quiz  

(If you don’t know the answers, ask a 5 year old) 

1: Who is Santa’s favourite singer? 

2: What do the elves call it when Father Christmas claps his hands at the 

end of a play? 

3: What do you say to Santa when he’s taking attendance at school? 

4: Why does Santa have 3 gardens? 

5: Why was Santa’s little helper feeling depressed? 

6: Why did Santa bring 22 reindeer to Walmart? 

7: What kind of bike does Santa Claus ride? 

8: What do you get if you cross Father Christmas with a detective? 

9: What nationality is Santa Claus? 

10: When Santa is on the beach what do the elves call him? 

11: Why does Santa go down the chimney? 

12: What’s Santa’s dog’s name? 

 

Answers 

1: Elf-is Presley. 2: Santapplause! 3: Present. 4: So he can ho-ho-ho. 5: Because he had low elf 

esteem. 6: Because what he wanted to buy cost around 20 bucks, but just in case it was more, he 

brought some extra doe. 7: A Holly Davidson. 8: Santa Clues! 9: North Polish 10: Sandy Claus 

11: Because it soots him! 12: Santa Paws! 


