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Programme of “outside” events 

30th April & 1st May Curborough Festival of Artists 

12th & 13th May “Woodworks” at Daventry 

17th June Water Orton Carnival 

9th July New Hall Mill. Sutton Coldfield 

28th August New Hall Mill. Sutton Coldfield 

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.  

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.  

Don’t forget your lunch and a mug! 

Programme of meetings  

Venue: Water Orton Primary School, unless otherwise stated.  

15th January  Hands On: Platters  

19th February  Colwyn Way Demo  

19th March  Hands On: “10 turners”  

9th April  Mark Sanger Demo  

21st May  Hands On: Finials  

11th June  Paul Hannaby Demo  

16th July  Hands On: Natural edge bowls  

20th August  Keith Fenton Demo  

17th September  Hands On: Fruit  

15th October  Dave Atkinson Demo  

19th November  AGM and Hands On : Spirals  

10th December  Mark Hancock Demo  

15th January  Hands On: Platters  

19th February  Colwyn Way Demo  

19th March  Hands On: “10 turners”  

9th April  Mark Sanger Demo  

21st May  Hands On: Finials  

11th June  Paul Hannaby Demo  

16th July  Hands On: Natural edge bowls  

20th August  Keith Fenton Demo  

17th September  Hands On: Fruit  

15th October  Dave Atkinson Demo  

19th November  AGM and Hands On : Spirals  

10th December  Mark Hancock Demo and Christmas “buffet” 

Your help is needed! 

Please let the Programme and Events Man-

ager, Malcolm Thorpe, know which of 

these events you are able to attend and 

help with demo’s on the lathe, competi-

tions, the display and sales tables, and 

breaking down at the end of the event.  

Details of times and travel arrangements 

will be given at club meetings. 

WMWT wishes you a Happy New Year,   

making  shavings. 
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 WMWT Committee  

Chairman Cliff Lane Chair@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Vice Chair  Wolfgang Schulze

-Zachau 

Vice@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Secretary & Director John Hooper Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Treasurer Les Saunby Treasurer@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Programme and Events 

Manager 

Malcolm Thorpe Events@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Equipment Manager Steve Simmons Equipment@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Membership Secretary Helen Lees Membership@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Newsletter Editor John Hooper Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 
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Note about Demonstrations. 

As we are aware, the conditions applied by Insurance Companies tend to change from 

year to year. We have been informed that demonstrators are now required to conduct 

their own risk assessments (in addition to ours) and are also strongly encouraged to use 

screens during demonstrations, to avoid injuries if a piece leaves the lathe at speed! 

However, this does present some problems when photographing demonstrations, as 

shooting through a scratched and/or dirty screen will degrade the picture quality. Addi-

tionally, shots taken at an angle may catch the edge of the screen, causing an obstruction 

to some of the detail. So far our projection cameras are not affected, so the “live” view is 

unaffected, but the quality of the photos in the review may well be affected. 
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Chairman’s Comments 

Can I start by wishing everyone a happy, peaceful, and productive 2017. I hope 

that one of your resolutions is to continue to support WMWT and help it to 

keep growing. 

I thoroughly enjoyed our December meeting and Buffet Lunch. Mark Baker 

gave us an excellent demo with lots of information.  

I want to record my thanks to Mark for his generous donations to the club raffle 

table, and for making the presentations to the three Chairman’s Challenge win-

ners and the Presidents Award for Club Member of the Year. Congratulations 

to the well deserved winners of the shields. 

The Christmas Buffet was a great success thanks to member’s generous dona-

tions of sweet and savoury goodies for the table.  

There were 43 members and I visitor at the meeting.1 am also pleased to wel-

come one new member. The Display Table as well supported with over 40 ex-

cellent pieces. 

Brian has added another great feature to WMWT website which will allow us 

to check demonstrator reports from previous newsletters.  

To access this click on Newsletters, select the first option, then search for 

items in demonstrator reviews. You will then have the option to search By 

Topic, By Demonstrator, or By Part Name of Item. 

Also some newer members may not be aware that as well as checking all dis-

play table pieces by the year you can look at individual work. Go to Gallery, 

then Search, then choose By Type or By Turner. Brian works hard to provide 

and maintain these facilities so please use them. 

We are now starting to think about the outside events for 2017 so I am sure that 

you will not be surprised that I am asking for you help in donating items to the 

Sales Table and Pick-a-Peg  

There are lots of things planned for our January Hands On so please put the 

15th in your diary and come and check it out.  

Cliff 

Things Our Mothers Taught Us 

 

My mother taught me: 

 

TO APPRECIATE A JOB 

WELL DONE. 

“If you’re going to kill each other, do it out-
side. I just finished cleaning.” 

RELIGION “You better pray that that will come out of the 
carpet.” 

TIME TRAVEL. “If you don’t straighten up, I’m going to knock 
you into the middle of next week!” 

LOGIC. “Because I said so, that’s why!” 

CONTORTIONISM. “Will you look at the dirt on the back of your 
neck?” 

WEATHER. “This room of yours looks as if a tornado went 
through it.” 

MEDICAL SCIENCE “If you don’t stop crossing your eyes, they are 
going to stick that way. 

HOW TO BECOME AN 

ADULT. 

“If you don’t eat your vegetables, you’ll never 

grow up.” 

GENETICS. “You’re just like your father.” 

ROOTS. “Shut that door behind you, do you think you 

were born in a barn?” 

WISDOM. “When you get to my age you will under-

stand.” 

JUSTICE. “One day you’ll have kids and I hope they turn 

out just like you.” 
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Review of Mark Baker’s Demonstration. 

Mark last visited us in October 2014, making 3 boxes, a candle 

holder and a shallow decorated bowl. For this visit, Mark decided 

to concentrate on techniques which was of benefit to members of 

all levels. 

Many of questions that is asked of Mark (as Editor of “Woodturning” magazine) con-

cerns sharpening, and a diamond wheel had been mounted on the lathe for a “touch up” 

before the demo started. Using the toolrest as a guide, several gouges were sharpened, 

which shows that some turners can manage without a jig! After some discussion about 

sharpening wheels, Mark also stated that he was a proponent of honing and frequently 

used a diamond hone both whilst demonstrating and on his own projects. 

The first project was to show how to decorate a bowl simply and 

quickly. An Olive-Ash rough turned blank was pressure 

mounted between that chuck and the tailstock, and then trued up, 

using a long grind gouge gradually opening the flute up to pro-

duce a shear scraping cut.  This gave a good “finish” and re-

vealed the figuring in the ash. 

A common decorating technique is to create V-cuts on the outside of the 

bowl. The difficulty is ensuring that they are equidistant, and to the same 

depth. To overcome  this difficulty, Mark firstly scarified the bowl sur-

face using a wire brush, and then used a modified thread chaser to create 

the cuts, which were then cleaned with the wire brush. 

This was very quick and effective and in this case produced a “moiré” 

effect with the graining, giving a very attractive result. 

In response to questions asked, Mark stated that a spigot on the bowl 

base should be around ⅓ of the bowl diameter, and this will affect the choice of jaw 

size, and the three things that were important were: Function, Form 

and Finish, (the 3 “F’s”) as all 3 should be the consequence of the 

use that the turned piece will be put to. 

A second rough turned bowl in Acacia was mounted and skimmed 

to run true, firstly with a gouge and then with a scraper. 

The bowl was decorated with coves on the exterior, and the issues were which tool to 

use, and how to avoid sharp edges between the coves which tend to break and are easily 

damaged. 

Using a gouge and/or French curve scrapers can cause the 

sharp edges and tear-out, so Mark used a specially ground 

coving  tool, made from round bar, with a fingernail grind on 

the flat. This is particularly effective on end grain when the 

tool is presented at a steep angle (tool handle lower than the 

toolrest). This photo shows a gouge being used this way, but 

the technique is clear. 

In response to a question about sharpening such a tool, Mark sug-

gested that honing the edge vertically will raise a burr and give a 

good cut, but honing across the top of the tool (ie on the flattened 

part) would give a finer cut.  

The bowl was then cut using the coving tool, which gave a clean 

and well defined set of coves. 

 

The next project was a “difficult” 2 part hollow form, which would emulate hollowing 

through a small hole. The intention of the project was to produce a piece looked as if it 

was a single  piece, whilst avoiding the problems of i) an obvious joint line, and ii) al-

lowing an inspection of the inside, when bumps, pimples and a 

number of other problems could be seen by competition judges. 

Mark mounted a block of London Plane between centres, and it 

could immediately be seen that there were a number of cracks 

and fissures which would have to be dealt with. 

A spigot was created and the block turned down to cylinder and 

then reversed mounted into the chuck. At this point the cracks 

and fissures were flooded with CA glue which was allowed to 

cure before further shaping. 

When handling splits, Mark stated that when working with 
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thin , section he would use thinned cellulose sanding sealer on either side of the crack, 

and then CA glue between the edges. There may be some staining, which could be over-

come by finishing the piece with CA glue. 

The initial step was to form 

the lower part, including the 

foot and then roughly shape 

the upper section which 

would eventually form a 

“plug”. The plug was parted 

with a thin section parting tool used at an angle to form a depression in the top of the 

body of the form. 

The body was hollowed using a ring tool, when the way to 

use the tool was explained, thus; the conventional approach is 

either drill out the centre, or use a gouge to create a hole and 

then use pull cuts from the centre to clear the waste. A tipped 

tool, 45° head tool or a hook tool could be used, but these are 

all variants of the (dreaded!) ring tool.  

Used properly a ring tool can produce a very good finish.  

The flat part of the ring is used to take out the centre, and the 

lower bevelled part is used as a shear cutter to remove the bulk 

of material. The correct angle of contact is between “9 o’clock 

and 12 o’clock”, and the aggressiveness of the tool depends on 

the angle used. 

The body and foot section was shaped eternally using both a 

gouge, and a scraper, and the shape continued to be refined 

throughout the remainder of the project. A taper was formed 

to accept the taper to be formed on the top section. 

The top section was then formed and a small aperture was 

created passing through the top, carefully avoiding metal to 

metal contact as the gouge went through. Mark also advised 

that the cantilever limits for gouges was 1:5, and for scrapers 

1:7. This obviously means that for deeper hollowing, longer 

handled tools are necessary to avoid catch problems. Beyond those limits, the leverage 

could be such that a tang would bend, or the handle could flip 

upwards, causing a degree of discomfort. 

When the shape of the top was satisfactory, the base was re-

chucked and the top test fitted into the body recess. Several at-

tempts to get a good fit were required, with particular attention 

being paid to the tapers. Any gaps would weaken the joint and 

could be exposed when the finish cuts were applied. 

After aligning the grain and gluing the two parts together with CA glue, the tailstock 

was brought up to support the vessel as the joint line was refined and the sections were 

blended together, using a long grind gouge or a narrow scraper due to the limited access. 

When the foot and body had been refined further, two small beads were formed at the 

joint, with only a small gap between them to disguise the joint. 

A conical friction drive was made and the 

small aperture at the top of the vessel in-

serted. With tailstock providing support the 

foot was re-shaped, but ultimately Mark 

decided that the profile was wrong so it was 

removed and the body shaped to a small 

foot. A small spigot was left at the base to 

allow sanding and finishing at a later date. 

 For his next project, Mark mounted a block of Sycamore be-

tween centres, with the intention of making a “wave” or “Manta 

Ray” bowl (see Chairman’s Challenge for August - Advanced 

Group). 

Pull cuts were initially used to determine how well the sycamore 

was cutting, and a spigot was formed to allow the bowl to be 

later mounted in the chuck. Being careful not to hit the corners, 

the bowl shape was cut but leaving the corners at full thickness. 

When the correct curves had been achieved the bowl was re-

versed and mounted in the chuck. Mark stated several times that 

the tailstock should be used wherever possible for safety. 

Bevel 

Flat 
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On this face the corners were carefully pro-

filed in order to see where the edge of the 

bowl would be. This also left the points of 

the corners at full thickness, but reduced the 

thickness towards the centre. The bowl was 

hollowed with a bowl gouge and when the 

centre had been removed, the bowl was 

skimmed with a scraper. 

The edges were marked to show the parts of the wings 

which were to be removed. The wings were reduced us-

ing a powered small diameter burr wheel, but a plane, 

rasp, file or Dremel  could be used. 

The marked areas were removed to produce the “wave” 

effect, and hand sanding would be required to finish the 

bowl ready for sealing, oiling or polishing. The finish 

would depend on the function, with a food safe finish 

used if necessary.  

 

 

For the next part of the demonstration, Mark showed various ways by which work could 

be decorated using simple techniques. 

A shaped blank was placed in the chuck, and the advantages of indexing were ex-

plained. Using nothing but a pencil, Mark constructed a grid on the bowl, firstly by 

marking radial lines and then lines around the bowl to form a grid. Using a drum burr in 

a Dremel tool a series of cuts were made at the grid intersections to produce various 

patterns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using a power carver, other patterns were created, and another 

shaped blank was mounted in the chuck, and skimmed to run 

true. 

Lines were marked around the bowl and the carver used to re-

move material between the lines to produce a classical look. In 

response to a question Mark stated that much of his inspiration for patterns and decorat-

ing comes from Mayan and Egyptian patterns, principally ceramics which are “easily” 

patterned by the potter with their hands. For the turner, however, tools are required! 

When the carving had been completed around 

the bowl, the sections above and below the fea-

ture were removed to produce a raised, pat-

terned section. 

The bowl was reversed and hollowed, leaving a 

wide rim. The craver was used to create a simi-

lar pattern on the rim, which was then reduced to produce a 

similar effect. These bowls are often referred to as Temple 

bowls, having their origins in ancient temples around the 

world. 

The finish for this bowl could be a simple oil or wax. Alterna-

tively, the bowl could be sprayed either before or after carving 

and re skimmed to produce contrasts. One subtlety to be aware 

of is that the circumference reduces closer to the centre. The width of the carved 

grooves needs to reduce at the bottom to produce taper, otherwise, the grooves could 

overlap towards the bottom of the bowl. 

With about 30 minutes left, Mark started his final project - a small lidded box in London 

Plane Burr. After mounting, the face was “cleaned” and a shallow spigot formed. 
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The outside was formed into a concave profile, and an-

other spigot formed, and a parting line placed at the two

-thirds point along the length. 

 

The lid was parted off, and Mark was careful to leave a registration 

mark on the base, which was then hollowed to that mark. 

 

The lid was chucked, hollowed out and a rim formed to fit the bottom.  

A radius was formed on the rim to fit into the bottom. 

The bottom was mounted and several thicknesses of paper used to obtain 

a secure fit for the lid. However, Mark was a little cautious and taped the 

lid to the bottom! 

After a bead was formed on the lid, a jam chuck was made to fit the 

bottom, allowing the removal of the spigot. 

The result was a “drop fit” box and lid, with a concave waist and fea-

tured join. Unfortunately, it was packed away before it could be photo-

graphed. 

Without a doubt this was a very full, detailed and accomplished presentation, with 

something for all members of the club. Questions were answered and there was a lot of 

advice on sharpening, tools to use and decorative effects. It was an excellent demonstra-

tion to end the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

Presentations to Chairman's Challenge Competition Winners. 

Mark Baker was kind enough to present the awards to the winners. 

Novice Group Winner 

Darren Smith 

 

Intermediate Group Winner 

Brian Bateman 

 

Advanced Group Winner 

Don Lawrence 

 

Presidents Award: Best club 

member 

Dave Nash 
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Display Table: December 

Details available on the club’s website 

Chairman’s Challenge: January  

Novice Group:  

Bud Vase 

Intermediate Group: 

 

Open neck vase 

Advanced group: 

 

Box with decorated lid 
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Hands on day 15th January 

In line with last year’s Hands-on days, there will be a theme, which for January 

will be Faceplate turning or small flat bowls. There will be at least three club 

lathes doing demonstration/instruction; alongside these, another three lathes 

will be giving the usual mix of general woodturning. 

 

The new aspect of this year’s Hand-on days is a secondary topic, which for 

January will be colouring. I know this is an anathema to some wood turners but 

at the outside events it is the coloured items that get the most attention. Rob 

Sheehan will back with his Airbrush tutoring which was a success last year and 

other techniques will be on show 

 

In addition there is the display table to fill, Bring and Buy, and the new seasons 

Chairman’s Challenge. 

 

Hands-on days are your chance to participate in the club and its success will be 

wholly down to your involvement. 

 

The March meeting is a chance to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the AWGB 

and it will take the form of a ’10 Turners Event‘, when we hope to fit in eight 

25 minute slots for turners who have played an important role in both the run-

ning of the AWGB and also our own club. 

 

 

Committee Meeting:  

There will be a committee meeting during the lunch break on Sunday 15th 

January. 

 

If members have anything that they wish the committee to consider, please let 

any member of the committee know. 

 

Name badges: 

New name badges will be available at the January meeting. Please replace your 

previous years badge with the new one. 

 

Safeguarding Policy. 

In view of the new requirements of the Insurers, who require clubs to keep 

safeguarding records for 25 years (!!) we will have to set up additional proce-

dures. 

 

Members attention is drawn to the WMWT Safeguarding policy, and consent 

forms will be required for anyone under the age of 18 years both for attendance 

and for photographs. Young people aged 12 and over are welcome to attend 

and “have a go”, (subject to lathes being available) but the requirement for con-

sent forms must be strictly observed. 

 

The Safeguarding policy will be posted on our website and consent forms 

should be completed on arrival at the club or beforehand by the parent/

guardian. The forms will be available from the Secretary or Treasurer. 

 

Photography 

WMWT or its authorized representative(s) may wish to take photographs of 

members during meetings and events. These photographs may be used in all 

media types such as social media (including Facebook and Twitter), WMWT 

publications and website, the Association of Woodturners Great Britain 

(AWGB) magazine "Revolutions" and other AWGB publications, the AWGB 

website, the press, and other woodturning magazines and publications in perpe-

tuity and these photos may be seen around the world.   

If you do not wish that any photograph of you is used in such publications, you 

must advise the Secretary or Chairman. 

 

Data Protection Act. 

Although WMWT is not required to register with the Data Commissioner, we 

are still required to follow the terms of the Act. A number of members have not 

yet completed a DPA form, and until we have a signed form we will not be 

able to communicate with those members by e-mail.  
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Quotes on Bureaucracy 

By some famous people! 

Is my frustration beginning to show?  (Ed) 


