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Link to demonstrators websites by clicking on their
name. Mark Baker’s website is under construction.
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around 4.30 pm. (Setting up from 8.30 am)

As our next Hands On Day is focusing on bowls
can I ask that everyone possible brings samples of Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about
bowls you have made. They do not need to be 4.00 pm.
gallery quality, but it will be useful for us all to
see as wide a range of designs and ideas as possible. Feel free to bring bad bowls as well as good
Water Orton Bridge
ones, and of course, your catastrophies (I've got a
couple ...) Let's try to have a HUGE display of all
The ancient bridge over the river has been
things bowl-like!

repaired and has been re-opened.

West Midlands Woodturners is a company limited by guarantee.
Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165

WEST MIDLANDS WOODTURNERS

Chairman's Comments:

Can I start this month by wishing you all a very Happy, Healthy and Productive New Year.
I thoroughly enjoyed our December meeting and bring and share Christmas buffet.
Mick Hanbury’s demo, as always, was enjoyable and informative. Mick kindly agreed to make the
presentations to the winners of the 2015 Chairman’s Challenge. The bring and share buffet was well
supported with generous contributions of food from club members I am always impressed by the
way everyone joins in to make this day such a success
There were 42 members and 1 visitor present including one new member signed up on the day. The
display table was well supported and the raffle raised a magnificent £72. If you took part in the Secret Santa I am sure that you enjoyed your gift.
I hope that you have all had a chance to look at the Chairman’s Challenge projects for 2016. This
year the three groups will have different projects each month. Please join in and enter a piece as often as you can. Remember that although this is a fun thing to do it will also improve your turning
skills
On 29th November WMWT was represented at the Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens Christmas Event.
We had 4 areas set up, a sales table, pick-a-peg, a painting table for the children, and a lathe making
Christmas Ornaments for the children to paint. The weather was not good but in spite of this we had
a decent number of visitors to our tables. Total sales were £183 and after a donation to CBHG £165
will be added to club funds. (See photo’s later in this newsletter)
As always after a successful day for sales I need to ask for donations of turned items to re build our
stock for the sales and pick-a-peg tables, I am only asking for small craft fair type items such as,
mushrooms, bud vases, small bowls. garden dibbers, spinning tops, mice, etc.
On the 12th December I was invited as a guest to attend Coombe Abbey’s Christmas party. This was
a pleasant way to spend an afternoon and my thanks to everyone for a very warm welcome.
There is a display of turning in the art and furniture shop at Mitchells Craft Centre in Sutton, with
large items. The turners website is below and is well worth a look, especially at the lathe that is used.
http://jshorrockwoodturner.com/5-days-to-5-minutes/
http://jshorrockwoodturner.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/cropped-o86a1734.jpg

Another interesting site:
http://www.d.hales.clara.net/index.html

Cliff
——00——
Three smiling corpses are lying in a mortuary in Alabama, and a detective goes into the coroner’s to
find out the cause of death. The coroner points to the first dead man.
“This is Cletus, he says. “He died after winning $23 million on the state lottery”.
He then moves on to the second smiling corpse. “This is Bo,” the coroner says with a grin. “He died
making love to Trudy-May.”
Finally he moves to the last smiling corpse. “This is Roscoe,” says the coroner. “He died after being
struck by lightning.”
“Well,” asks the detective. “Why in hell was he smiling?”
“Oh,” says the coroner. “When he saw the flash he thought he was having his picture taken.”

Website: http://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk
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Hands on day 17th January: Bowl Turning

Our next Hands On Day will feature a special focus on bowl turning. Special emphasis will
be on the basics of technique, tools and finishing for those less experienced among our members and for those who just want a brush-up on their skills.
The three club lathes will be dedicated to bowl turning for the day, although other members
will have their lathes in operation for turning other items and for general hands-on playing.
Please take this opportunity to hone your technique and feel free to bring your own tools and
bowl blanks – the club has a number of blanks available on the day but if you use one you
will be asked to make a contribution to club funds to cover the cost of the timber. (See below)
We will have our sharpening station set up to fettle your tools so bring them along and get
them making shavings! We hope everyone will come armed with tools, timber and enterprise!
Make sure that you see Phil Stevenson early in the day if you want lathe time so that you
go home with a bowl.
Can I ask that the display table features bowls of all sorts, sizes and designs. It will be very
useful to have a wide range of reference materials for inspiration and discussion throughout
the day. (See page 1 of this newsletter)
Phil.

The club purchased around 20 bowl blanks from David Winter, one of our regular suppliers,
with this session in mind. The cost of these will vary slightly but will not be more than
£4.50.
Bowls made by WMWT Members
Isaac Foden

Greg Miller

Brian Bateman

Malcolm Thorpe

Don Lawrence

Dave Hobbs

John Whitehouse

Cliff Lane

Website: http://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk
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Demonstration Review: Mick Hanbury
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By John Hooper
Mick began the day by giving some information about his own background, including
his starting out with wood as a cabinet maker, discovering woodturning early in his
career. Having been a turner for around 25 years, it was not surprising that what followed showed a high level of skill, experience and innovation in the craft.

Mick's first project was a goblet, turned from "wet" sycamore; a fairly characterless
piece, which would have the character added later. After roughing the cylinder from a
3" square by 7" long (approx) block, a ⅜" spigot was turned to fit the Record chuck
that Mick prefers. The cylinder was mounted in the chuck and turned true. (The question was asked as to why the cylinder was not true when reversed since it was true
when roughed down. The answer was that different densities in the sycamore block may
cause more compression under one of the jaws, shifting the cylinder slightly off centre.)
The inside of the goblet was hollowed first, with the explanation that this retains
strength in the wood before the outside profiling occurs, reducing the risk of "wobble"
as thinning progresses. When the inside was profiled and sanded, a LED light was inserted into the cavity to allow light through the side wall when thinned. When the wall
is around 2 mm thick the light through the wall is an orange colour, which changes to
yellow at 1/1½ mm. The outside shape was cut to mirror the inside profile, maintaining
a constant thickness.

Sanding thin walls is problematic, as the wall may flex when pressure is applied. To
overcome this, Mick used the "wrong" side of a sanding disc to give support inside
while using the abrasive on the outside, and vice-versa. Additional support was also
gained by the use of a live centre in the tailstock fitted with a profiled cone . The stem
and foot were formed and sanded up to 320 grit.

The outside of the goblet was then painted with black acrylic paint. Acrylics are used
because they do not penetrate the wood, and there is no "wicking" onto the inside,
which is what would happen if spirit stain was used. Textures were created in the black
paint with the brush (in this case, a sponge brush) to create some character on the surface.

To speed up the drying process for the paint, a heat gun was used (a hairdryer could be
used) and when dry, Iridescent gold paint (Jo Sonja) was thinly applied to the outside of
the goblet and cling film was wrapped over this. Mick then used his organic callipers
(fingers) to move the gold paint around under the film and when happy with the effect,
the film was removed.

The gold paint was also applied to the stem and foot, and lines
were made using a small dowel (actually the wrong end of an
artist's brush) to create character on the foot and stem. When
fully dry, a coat of lacquer will be required to "lift" the effects
created.

The finished goblet (nearly) was donated to the club as a raffle
prize.

Website: http://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk

Page 4

WEST MIDLANDS WOODTURNERS
The second project was a multi part bowl with lid, finial and stand. Mick indicated at the start of this that he
would concentrate on the bowl and lid and did not expect to have time to make the finial and stand, although a
"Blue Peter" version was available.
The first part was to create the bowl from a standard 8/9"
bowl blank (Sycamore) approximately 5" deep. This was
mounted on a screw chuck and the exterior profile cut. The
final shape was nice Ogee shape, and a 35 mm diameter
recess was cut with a Forstner bit to provide a chucking
point. This was refined to a dovetail shape, so that Mick's 35
mm jaws gave a good fit.
This is a relatively small dovetail for a bowl of about 8" diameter, but it proved to more than adequate for the
task. Before reversing the exterior was coated with black acrylic paint, textured with the sponge brush and
dried with the heat gun.
Thinned (with Flow Medium) green iridescent paint was
applied with a "rigger" brush (See photo at end of review) to
create an impression of vines (stems and branches) on the
bowl. Then a small un-thinned drop of red iridescent paint
was placed on the tip of a branch, and moved around with
compressed air. This had the effect of creating a flower head
effect (rose), and several roses were painted using different
colours of iridescent paint. Mick commented that groups
consisting of odd numbers of items gave the most pleasing results. Thorns were added
to the stems using gold iridescent paint. The overall effect was surprisingly good, although it was clear that some practice with the paint and compressed air would be
necessary to discover the different effects that can be achieved. The bowl was reversed and hollowed to a wall thickness of around 10 mm, and then sanded.
The main inspiration for this kind of decoration was the painting found on barges,
which seeks to create impressions rather than reproduce images on an almost photographic basis.
The lid for the bowl was the next part of this project, and a sycamore blank (8" by 3"
approx) was mounted on a screw chuck and a 35 mm Forstner bit used to create a
chucking point in the face. Whilst profiling the inside of the lid, the 35 mm bit was
used to take out the centre (carefully avoiding the risk of the bit meeting the jaws), and
the lid profile was then completed. At several points the diameter was checked against
the bowl, and a rim formed near the edge to fit the bowl snugly. The fit was neither
"Russian" or "French" i.e. Popov or Toulouse.

Before the lid was reversed three small holes were drilled through, which acted as a
visual guide for the thickness (or thinness) of the lid. Part of the lid was further
thinned to around 2 mm, leaving thicker material at the edge and in the middle. The
thin section was checked by placing a LED light behind the lid so that light passing
through the holes showed how thin the lid was.

The lid was reversed and shaped to a shallow Ogee, with a well defined rim and centre
ring. The lid was sanded using a rotary sander up to 400 grit.

Website: http://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk

Page 5

WEST MIDLANDS WOODTURNERS
The next stage was to pierce the lid through the thin section to produce an "S" shaped
design, in three positions. The piercing was done using an electrically driven tool and a
1.2 mm cutter. This kit is similar to a "Dremel" tool, but operates at a higher speed.

In the workshop, Mick uses an air driven drill, which runs at a speed of around 350,000
rpm, which is capable of producing very fine cuts very quickly.

When the piercing was complete, a small blow torch was used
to burn away any small fibres (fluff) from the inside edge of the
piercing and to create a black edge to the pierced holes.
After sanding, the edge and centre boss were textured using a
"Saburr" cutter in a rotary tool, and a piece of Formica was used
to burn in lines at the rim and centre boss.

To finish the project, a finial and a stand would also be required, but these were not made in this demo, due to time constraints. However, the "Blue Peter" stand and finial from a similar project were available and used to show what the finished
project would look like.

The final project for the day was a trinket box with a decorated lid. After rounding the
Sycamore blank, supported by the tailstock, a chucking spigot was formed, and the
blank reversed. The cylinder was trued up and another spigot formed to act as a
chucking point when the box was turned. The cylinder was parted, at about a third of
its length, leaving the lid section in the chuck.

The lid was hollowed, leaving a rim to fit to the box, and the inner surface was textured with a spiralling tool. The lid was removed and the box section returned to the chuck. The first operation was to hollow the box using a ⅜" gouge held in a removable
handle. Mick uses double ended gouges, with different grinds at
each end, which can be quickly changed over as the project demands. In addition there is the ability to shorten or lengthen the
reach of the gouge simply by moving it in or out of the handle.
A lip was formed near the edge to provide a fit for the lid, and again a "snug" fit was formed. Mick is of the
view that only woodturners like a "Russian" fit, and buyers/users of lidded boxes prefer that they can be removed with one hand, without the risk of the contents being thrown out. No doubt there will be some discussion about that!
The lid was fitted to the box and the grain aligned. A parting tool
was used to mark the top and bottom, and the lid was then shaped
to something approximating a Chinese Pagoda, and this took a
number of attempts before Mick was satisfied with the result. A
cove was formed on the side of the lid to provide a grip for the
user, and the spiralling tool used to create texture and pattern to the
lid.

Website: http://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk
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A "Sharpie" pen (black) was gently held against the texture, with the lathe running, to allow
ink onto the peaks of the textured areas. Some rings were also created on the "flats" and on
the "pagoda" top. This simple technique produces a very interesting and attractive finish.
(A set of 30 Sharpie coloured pens costs around £10 or less. Ed)

The box body was shaped ensuring that there were no flat parts on the curve, and the
inside of the box was thinned further and profiled to match the exterior shape. The
inside of the box was "wax sanded" to 400 grit to finish and seal the inside. The wax
used is made by melting beeswax into liquid paraffin (baby oil) in the ratio 25/75%.
This can be done in a pan on a domestic cooker, and the hot mixture poured into jars
and allowed to set.

The box was parted off, and
the waste turned to become a
jam chuck. The box was remounted to allow the bottom
to be finished and textured
again with the spiralling tool.
The same jam chuck was used
to remount the lid so that lacquer could be applied to the
now dry ink from the Sharpie
pen.

This was a very good demo with lots of tips and techniques discussed and was aimed both at the beginner and
more experienced turners. There was one reference to design issues such as the rule of thirds and the golden
ratio, but Mick clearly prefers to use his own judgement rather than empirical methods, and it clearly works for
him.

An excellent demo day, made even more enjoyable with lots of sausage rolls, mince pies and other goodies.
Mick also did us the honour of presenting the shields to the winners of the Chairman's Challenge competition,
for which we are grateful. (Photos later in this newsletter)

Selection of artist's brush shapes

Website: http://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk
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Chairman’s Challenge
Winners of Annual Competitions

Presented by Mick Hanbury
Novice Group Winner: Dave Reynolds
Shield and Earlswood Interiors and Crafts Voucher

Intermediate Group Winner: Wolfgang Schulze - Zachau

Advanced Group Winner: Malcolm Thorpe

Congratulations to the three winners
and thanks to our sponsor

Earlswood Interiors and Crafts.
Website: http://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk
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Display Table

Website: http://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk
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Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens Christmas Event

WEST MIDLANDS WOODTURNERS

Chairman’s Challenge January 2016

Advanced Group:

Square Edge Bowl

Intermediate Group:

Ball and Cup Toy

Novice Group:

Solid Rolling Pin

Website: http://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk
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Diary Dates for 2016

13th January Adam Stephens demo at Cannock Chase Turners
30th January Richard Findlay Axminster 10am to 4pm
11th and 12th March 10 Turners Turning - Axminster
18th and 19th March Midland Woodworking and Power Tool Show - Newark
8th and 9th April Yandles Show
23rd April Steve Heeley at Axminster 10am to 3pm
24th April AWGB AGM Oddington Village Hall, Stow On The Wold.
13th and 14th May Woodworks at Daventry
18th June Water Orton Carnival
10th and 11th September Coombe Abbey Festival of Crafts
28th and 29th October Colwin Way at Axminster 9am to 3pm
18th - 19th - 20th November Harrogate
No dates available yet for CBHG, Paskins or Tool Post

WMWT Newsletter:

At the AGM, Wolfgang took on the role of Deputy Editor, and he and I will be discussing
ways in which the newsletter might be improved and possibly extended to include other articles, such as techniques, unusual turnings/turners etc.
We need members to contribute where possible, and we will be looking to extend the list of
members who are willing to write reviews of demonstrations, to spread the load.
It would be very helpful to know what sort of articles/items members would like to see in the
newsletter, as it could be more than just reporting on what has happened at the last meeting
or event. Those reports might only have value to members who were unable to attend since
members who were able to attend will have already seen the demo, display, show etc.
Please let Wolfgang and/or me know what you would like to see, so that we can make the
improvements.
John (Editor)
Website: http://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk
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For Sale

Yew branches: Phil Stevenson
My friendly tree fellers (actually there are only two of them) have been trimming the yew trees at
Packwood House, the local National Trust property and have kept some of the branch wood for me.
It has been cut into short lengths and I will try to get the ends sealed as the wood is very green. I will
bring a load of it to our next meeting and it will be for sale for a very modest price.
I always bung the lads a few quid to keep them sweet and to cover their time and effort, so I need to
recover that and if there is an excess it will go to club funds. Bring your piggy bank and take advantage of some lovely local yew!
————-00————Cub Tyme lathe: Malcolm Thorpe
The lathe is fitted with a double speed motor so Ideal for small diameter turning. The four speeds are
960,1600,3000 and 4000 rpm. The spindle nose is 20mm x 2 mm pitch (1inch x8tpi adapter included)
with a 1MT and the tailstock is 1MT.
Included is a PC2000 chucking system (old fashioned by todays standards but very versatile), a pen
mandrel, Jacobs type chuck, a range of 1MT drive centres and the manual.
Price £100 ono. Collection or can deliver to the club meeting.

Big stuff by John Shorrock

Please send materials for the newsletter to :
Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk
Website: http://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk
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