
   

West Midlands Woodturners 

June 2017 Newsletter 
 

West Midlands Woodturners is a “not for profit” company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165 

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.  

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.  

Don’t forget your lunch and a mug - and a chair for Demo days. 

2017 Programme of meetings  

Venue: Water Orton Primary School, unless otherwise stated.  

11th June  Paul Hannaby Demo  

16th July  Hands On: Natural edge bowls  

20th August  Keith Fenton Demo  

17th September  Hands On: Fruit  

15th October  Dave Atkinson Demo  

19th November  AGM and Hands On : Spirals  

10th December  Mark Hancock Demo and Christmas “buffet” 

Programme of “outside” events 

17th June Water Orton Carnival 

9th July New Hall Mill. Sutton Coldfield 

28th August New Hall Mill. Sutton Coldfield 

Chairman Cliff being presented with the overall winners Shield 

by Les Thorne, at “Woodworks”, Daventry. 

Paul Hannaby and one of his 

textured and coloured bowls. 
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Committee Meeting: 

A meeting was held on 21st May 2017, and the minutes of the meeting are available to 

members on application to the Hon Secretary. 

WMWT Committee  

Chairman Cliff Lane Chair@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Vice Chair  Wolfgang Schulze

-Zachau 

Vice@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Secretary & Director John Hooper Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Treasurer Les Saunby Treasurer@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Programme and Events 

Manager 

Malcolm Thorpe Events@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Equipment Manager Steve Simmons Equipment@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Membership Secretary Helen Lees Membership@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Newsletter Editor John Hooper Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 
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Chairman’s Comments 

We have attended two successful outside events since I wrote my last Chairman’s Com-

ments. There are reports later in this newsletter so I will only mention them briefly here. 

Curborough 30th April and 1st May.  

This was our second year at this event. As last year, we received a very warm welcome 

from the show organisers and members of the public. Many visitors to the stand had 

found us last year and had made a point of returning this year.  

Daventry 11th and 12th May. 

For anyone that has not heard yet we had a highly successful couple of days at Wood-

works at Daventry. WMWT was placed in the first four in all of the competitions and 

won the shield for best overall performance. 

Hands On 21st May.  

Numbers were down a little because of holidays and, at least two members could not 

attend because of illness, I hope they are now fully recovered.  There were 39 members 

and four visitors present. I am looking forward to seeing our visitors again in the near 

future and welcoming them as new members. 

Six lathes were set up and kept busy throughout the day. An added attraction this time 

was Malcolm Thorpe’s ornamental lathe. This caused plenty of interest and Malcolm 

was kept busy answering member’s questions. The Chairman’s Challenge had 9 entries 

and the Display Table 22 pieces. Down a little on what we have become used to, but 

understandable in view of the magnificent effort that had gone into supporting the club 

at Daventry. The raffle was generously supported. 

Plans are well in hand for our attendance at Water Orton Carnival on 17th June and New 

Hall Mill on July 9th.  

Many members donate pieces to the Pick a Peg and I am always grateful for your help 

and continued support. However, I am sure that you will understand if I single out Tom 

Badger and Dave Nash for their exceptional generosity at the last meeting when I went 

home with a record number of donated pieces.   

Cliff 

 

 

Cliff’s Quips 

After every flight. FEDEX pilots fill out a form, Known as a ”gripe sheet” to tell me-

chanics about problems with the aircraft. The mechanics fix the problem, and then doc-

ument their repairs on the form. Here are some actual maintenance problems submitted 

by the pilots (marked with a “P”) and the solutions recorded (marked by an “S”) by 

maintenance engineers. 

P: Left inside main tyre almost needs replacement. 

S: Left inside main tyre almost replaced. 

P: Test flight OK, except auto-land very rough. 

S: Auto-land not installed on this aircraft. 

P: Something loose in cockpit. 

S: Something tightened in cockpit. 

P: Dead bugs on windshield. 

S: Live bugs on back order. 

P: Evidence of leak on right main landing gear. 

S: Evidence removed. 

P: DME volume unbelievably loud. 

S: DME volume set to more believable level. 

P: Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick. 

S: That’s what friction locks are for. 

P: IFF inoperative in OFF mode. 

S: IFF always inoperative in OFF mode. 

P: Suspect crack in windshield. 

S: Suspect your right. 

P: Number 3 engine missing. 
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S: Number 3 engine found on right wing after brief search. 

P: Aircraft handles funny. 

S: Aircraft warned to straighten up, fly right and be serious. 

P: Target radar hums. 

S: Reprogrammed target radar with lyrics. 

P: Mouse in cockpit. 

S: Cat installed in cockpit. 

P: Noise coming from under instrument panel. Sounds like midget pounding something 

with a hammer. 

S: Took hammer away from midget.   

 

Woodworks at Daventry 2017 

As part of our preparations for Daventry we 

decided to use the system that has served us 

well over the years and have a trial run with 

the stand and decide on the layout of the 

display pieces in advance. Malcolm Thorpe 

had offered to make some alterations to the 

display stand in the weeks leading up to 

Daventry. When Tom Badger and I arrived 

at Malcolm’s house for the trial run the 

stand was already set up and we got started 

on unpacking the display pieces and finding 

the best place on the stand for them. With this done we called in Malcolm’s 

wife Margaret for some fine tuning. When we stood back and looked at finished 

effect it was obvious that with the alterations to the stand, and the pieces that we 

had on display we had something extra special. Happy with the result, we took 

some photos and set about packing everything into boxes and loading Mal-

colm’s car ready for the next morning. 

It was an early start for the first day with John Hooper and Brian Bateman pick-

ing me up at 6am. The journey was uneventful and when we arrived at 7am 

Malcolm Thorpe, Tom Badger, Steve Simmons and Malcolm Edwards were 

already there, they had found our allocated pitch and started to unload Mal-

colm’s car. With everything moved into the leisure centre and the cars safely in 

the car park we set about putting the stand together. At the same time Phil Ste-

venson had arrived with the club lathe and the rest of the equipment. 

Thanks to Malcolm’s alterations the stand was ready in record time and the dis-

play pieces were soon in place following the photograph’s taken at the trial run.   

With the stand and lathe set up early it was time for a well earned cup of tea and 

a look round the other club stands and see what the trade stands had to offer. As 

usual, there was a mix of traders, professional turners, second hand tools, a raf-

fle, club display stands and lathes for club competitions; the tea corner was run 

by the Towns Women’s Guild who kept us supplied with hot drinks and deli-

cious cakes throughout the show.  

Tudor Rose had been forced into a late change and had to bring the show for-

ward to the Thursday and Friday rather than Friday and Saturday as originally 

intended. This had caused some clubs and traders to drop out. There could have 

been large empty spaces, but Tudor Rose did a good job in spreading the stands 

into the spaces available.  

The show opened to the public at 10am and as soon as Tudor Rose were happy 

with the power supply we were able to start on the turning competitions. John 

Hooper had volunteered to do the Pot Pourri Bowl over the two days and Steve 

Simmons took on the first of the timed competitions to turn a Pear in one hour. 

The stand attracted a great many compliments from visitors, professionals and 

members of other clubs.  

The first of the good news came at lunch time when Stan Bird 

from Tudor Rose told us that the judges had awarded First Place 

to the WMWT Stand. The competition for the Pear awarded 

fourth place to Steve Simmons.  

The final job for the afternoon was for each club to select three 

pieces to be put forward for the best in show competition. The 

judges awarded Second Place to Vance Lupton’s carved hollow form. It is fair 

to say that we all left at the end of the first day feeling very pleased with our 
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performance. I arrived for the se-

cond day thinking that we could not 

possibly improve on the previous 

day, but I was soon proved wrong 

when Phil Stephens entry in the Rolling Pin competition 

achieved First Place. This put us in first place with Vil-

lage turners 3 points behind in second place.  

 

The final points available were for the Pot Pourri Bowl and 

would decide which club won the shield 

for Best Overall (so no pressure there 

John). The judges made their decision the 

results were announced and John Hooper’s 

Bowl was awarded Third Place. The  re-

sult of the final competition ensured that 

WMWT would win the Shield for Best Overall Perfor-

mance with 51 points out of a possible 60, Village Turners 

ran us a close second with 49 points so well done to them. 

The day ended with the presentation of the trophies and drawing the raffle. 

Then it was packing everything away safely and starting our journey home.  

I am particularly pleased with the First Place 

for the stand because I see that as a prize for 

everyone that donated work for the display 

and Malcolm for his work on the stand. 

Eight club members did both days at the 

show and I counted over twenty three mem-

bers visiting over the two days. My thanks to 

everyone that contributed to the event espe-

cially the brave souls that volunteered for the 

competitions.   

Congratulations are due to Phil Stephens who had submitted a piece of his for 

consideration for next years AWGB travelling exhibition. His entry was select-

ed as one of the sixty pieces for the exhibition and he was also awarded third 

place by the AWGB judges.   

Results of the Competitions 

 Best Stand 
Position      Club 
1st           West Midlands 
2nd          Village Turners 
3rd            West Northants 
4th            Coombe Abbey 
5th           Ise & Nene 
  
Best  Piece in Show 
Position     Club 
1st           Village Turners 
2nd          West Midlands 
3rd           West Northants 
4th           Tudor Rose 
5th             Ise & Nene 
  
Turned Rolling Pin    
Position       Club 
1st           West Midlands 
2nd          West Northants 
3rd          Coombe Abbey 
4th          Village Turners 
5th           Tudor Rose 
  
Turned Pear 
  
Position       Club 
1st          Coombe Abbey 
2nd          North  Warwicks & Hinkley 
3rd          Village Turners 
4th         West Midlands 
5th          West Northants 
  
Turned Pot with Pierced Lid 
Position       Club 
1st             Ise & Nene 
2nd            Village Turners 
3rd             West Midlands 
4th             Coombe Abbey 
5th             Tudor Rose 
  
Shield Winners   
Position      Club             Points (Max 60) 
1st         West Midlands         51 
2nd        Village Turners       49 
3rd         Coombe Abbey       43 
4th         West Northants       41 
5th         Ise & Nene              37 
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Report on AWGB Representatives Meeting. 11.00 am Sunday 23rd 

April 2017. 

Present: 

The AWGB Chairman and committee and approximately 20 club members, of whom 8 

were from WMWT. 

1 Chairman:  

The Chairman outlined the changes to the committee that had occurred during the year 

and in particular commented on the number of volunteers who responded to the appeal 

for help. Several new members joined the committee, some of whom were also appoint-

ed trustees. 

The Membership Secretary and Midlands representative had resigned due to family 

problems. The new Membership Secretary is Mike Wilson and the Midlands Repre-

sentative is Pat Murphy. 

The Chairman expressed some disappointment that requests for information during the 

year had generated no responses from the membership. 

2 Development:  

Youth training: This is open to young people between 11 and 21 years. Funding is avail-

able both for the students’ expenses and any further incidentals which may arise. The 

main issue was the identification of suitable venues. 

 In response to a question about the liability insurance cover for such training 

events, members were advised that the cover was in force as these events are AWGB or 

Club activities. The Chairman stressed that any queries concerning insurance should be 

directed to the Insurers and not AWGB, who were not registered to give financial ad-

vice. 

Demonstrators: There was some demand for demonstrator training, but there is a lack of 

trainers for demonstrators. 

Instructor training: The intention is to improve standards of tuition at club level, and 

members were referred to the e-learning course available as a download from the 

AWGB website. Some clubs have been sent CD copy. The idea is to get 4 members to 

become “teachers” in the clubs. 

Member training workshops: These are free to members, but any travel and/or accom-

modation costs are to be borne by the member. The workshop content is based on re-

quests by members. 

Certificate in Woodturning: Overall this programme has been a success, but there is a 

shortage of suitable venues, nationally.  

3 Good/Bad issues:  

Members expressed the view that communication through the website and Revolutions 

was generally very good, but other members stated that the website could be difficult to 

navigate. The members were advised to look at the bottom bar of the home page 

through which much more information could be accessed. 

4 Future developments: 

The members were advised that AWGB would attend some (public) shows for promo-

tional purposes, but may not attend all shows. A list of those shows to be attended will 

be published in due course. 

The Demonstrator grant will be up to £300, and clubs can use this over more than one 

demonstrator event if they wished. Applications are to be made by e-mail and on paper 

only if bank details have been changed, when a signature will be required. 

Roger Stewart Fund: This arises from a £10,000 donation from a trust fund. There is 

still a large proportion of this to be awarded. The fund is open to anyone and is general-

ly to help with the provision of equipment on a “permanent loan” basis, to encourage 

more people into woodturning. Applications are invited. 

Event Grant: A grant of up to £300 is available to affiliated clubs to assist with the costs 

of a woodturning event. 

5 Seminar:  

The seminar will be held at the Yarnfield Centre on 5th to 7th October 2018. The demon-

strators and venue are booked and AWGB are supporting the event with £6000. The 
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standard Fee is £395 for the whole weekend, but with day and other “package” options 

available. The Fee will increase to £425 if full payment is not made by March 2018. 

Given the loss made at the previous seminar, it is possible that the 2018 seminar will be 

that last one, unless a satisfactory financial result is achieved. 

6 Any Other Business:  

It was stated that area representatives will attend club meetings, but only when invited 

to do so. 

 

AWGB Annual General Meeting: 2.00 pm Sunday 23rd April 2017 

Apologies: 3 received. 

Minutes of 2016 AGM: 

Although no printed copies were available at the meeting, the minutes were approved. 

Matters Arising: 

 There were no matters arising. 

Treasurers Report for y/end 31st December 2016 

 A statement of account for AWGB (the Charity) was presented to the meeting 

and the Treasurer made a number of explanatory comments concerning variances from 

the previous year’s statement. The balance sheet included an asset amount of £21989, 

which included a loan amount to AWGB Trading to cover in part the losses arising from 

the last seminar. A corresponding item was included in the creditors amount for AWGB 

Trading, for whom Profit and Loss and a Balance Sheet were presented. 

 Following some discussion, the accounts for the charity and trading company 

were accepted. 

Chairman’s Report 

 This was largely a repeat of the comments made during the Representatives 

meeting. The Chairman paid particular attention to the success of the “30th Birthday 

Bash” grants which had led to the involvement of around 2,000 people in club and turn-

ing events. It was felt that this had been a particularly successful initiative. 

Ballot for Trustees 

 No election of the trustees was required. 

Vote on the appointment of Auditors. 

 The continued engagement of Campbell Wilson as Auditors for both the charity 

and trading company was approved. 

Results of ballots in respect of any rule changes or resolutions. 

 There were no propositions to consider. 

Any Other Business 

 The next AGM will be held on 22nd April 2018 at Little Yeldon, Cambridgeshire. 

Display of Turning 

 Members had brought items to the meeting for display, and the Chairman select-

ed one piece as the best on display. This year one of Malcolm Thorpe’s magnificent 

boxes was selected as the winner, for which he received the traditional bottle of some-

thing that he was not allowed to drink whilst driving home. 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was closed. 
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Curborough Festival of Artists: 

Members from WMWT attended this show for two of the three days that 

it was running. As last year we had a “pitch” next to the conservatory and 

were able to use two gazebos, one for the display and one for demonstra-

tions of turning. Arriving about 8 am we were able to setup the display 

well before the “official” start time of 11.00 am, although there were 

quite a few visitors on the site before then. 

In addition to ourselves, there were a large number of painting clubs pre-

sent with a wide range of styles, from landscapes to portraits; photog-

raphy clubs, sewing clubs and sculptors. This gave a varied and interest-

ing show, and our display was as popular as last year, and we were the 

only wood turners at the show. 

The weather was a bit of a problem, with strong winds on Sunday and 

heavy overnight rain, making the wooden decking somewhat slippery. 

Consequently, we split the setup so that the display gazebo was on con-

crete, whilst the the lathe was in a separate gazebo, which was not acces-

sible to the visitors. This arrangement actually worked better for us, and 

we will try to repeat it during future attendances. 

Whilst sales was not the reason to attend, some items were sold and the 

club easily covered the costs and generated a surplus to add to club funds. 

It was noticeable that there was a higher level of visitor interest in the 

coloured and more sculpted items, but this was to be expected, given the 

nature of the show. This show was a success for us as it created interest 

in WMWT, and may bring some new members in the 

near future. 

Many thanks for all those who attended and helped 

“man” the display. There were many conversations 

about the turnings on show, especially Darren Smith’s 

crayon based ring stand (can’t work out why!) and 

there is no doubt that this does elevate the standing of WMWT in this 

sector. 
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Chairman’s Challenge Results:  May 2017 

Novice Group: Lidded Box (4 entries) 

1st Place: Chris Jones 2nd Place: Mary Dunne 3rd Place: Les Wilkes 

   

Intermediate Group: Bowl -cut and reconstructed (2 entries) 

1st Place: Darren Smith 2nd Place: Graham Hunt 3rd Place: 

   

 

No entry 

Advanced Group: Small segmented hollow form (3 entries) 

1st Place: Tim Davies 2nd Place: Ted Gill 3rd Place: Tom Badger 
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Display Table: May 2017 Silver and Certificates from Daventry 

Chairman’s Challenge: June 2017  

Novice Group : Spinning Top Intermediate Group: Tea Light Holder 

 Advanced Group: Oriental Style Box 

(See Demo Report August 2016) 
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For Sale: 

We have been contacted by the daughter of an ex-member, William Burnett, who was a 

member of the club sometime between 1991 and 1995. 

I am sure some of our members will remember him. However, due to ill-health he has 

decided to dispose of his lathe (a Tyme Cub), tools and stock of timber. There are pho-

tos below, and if anyone is interested, contact details can be obtained from the Editor 
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