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Note from the Editor: This edition of the newsletter has once again been
compiled by Wolfgang, the deputy to John. As per the last occasion, he
does not have access to the same tool that John usually uses, and
therefore the newsletter may look a little different to the attentive reader.
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Chairman's Comments
I always look forward to Mark Sanger’s demo’s and, as usual, he did not
disappoint. I had a thoroughly enjoyable day and want to thank Mark for
donating all the pieces that he made on the day.
Our April meeting was a week early due to Easter plus it was a nice
sunny day but we still had 43 members present including one new
member that joined on the day so a warm welcome to him.
The Chairman’s Challenge had 13 entries and the display table 18. I
never cease to be amazed at the consistently high standard of the work
on display.
We are coming into a busy three months for outside events with
Daventry, Water Orton Carnival, and two visits to New Hall Mill.
By the time you read this we will have already taken part in the
Curborough Festival of Artists over the Bank Holiday weekend. There
will be a report in the June newsletter.

-------------------------------------------oOo--------------------------------------They’re back, more bloopers from those wonderful church ladies with
typewriters :
This morning there will be a meeting in South and North ends of the
church.Children will be baptised at both ends.
This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn sing in the park across from
the Church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.
The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would
lend him their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use
the back door.
Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 P.M. - prayer and medication to follow.
Bertha Belch, a missionary from Africa, will be speaking tonight at
Calvary Methodist. Come hear Bertha Belch all the way from Africa.

Seven members attended the AWGB AGM on the 23rd April. There is a
report elsewhere in this newsletter so I won’t say anymore here other
than to congratulate Malcolm Thorpe on winning the Chairman’s prize
for the best piece on display.

The Rector will preach his farewell message after which the choir will
sing "Break Forth into Joy."

Malcolm Thorpe has been busy making some improvements to the
display stand for Daventry, and I have been trying to get a couple of
pieces ready in time for the display table.

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and
community. Smile at someone who is hard to love. Say "hell" to someone
who doesn't care much about you.

I am looking forward to seeing you at Daventry on the 11th and 12th May.
Don’t forget it will be a great help if you can volunteer to spend a short
time looking after the display stand. Any pieces that you have loaned us
for the display stand will be taken back to Water Orton for the 21st May
meeting. We will be using the Pick a Peg at Water Orton Carnival and
Newhall Mill so any donations will be most welcome.

Next Sunday a special collection will be taken to defray the cost of the
new carpet. All those wishing to do something on the new carpet will
come forward and do so.

The church will host an evening of fine dining, superb entertainment,
and gracious hostility.

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the
church. So ends a friendship that began in their school days.

Demo by Mark Sanger
The theme of Mark's day was to be Hollow forms.
1) Two bowls fitted together, i.e. a salad bowl with a lid.
His first piece was two bowls which fitted together to form a box. Two
sycamore bowl blanks of a similar size were used. The first one was
mounted on the lathe using a screw chuck.
Mark then used a 3/8" bowl
gouge to face off the end using a
pull cut. A spigot was turned
and then the bowl was shaped.
The diameter of the bowl was
turned so that it was a little
smaller than the other blank.
Using a flat edge scraper fitted
to a round bar at an angle to the
bowl, Mark shear scraped the
outside of the bowl to give a fine finish. The bowl was reversed in the
chuck and the inside of the bowl removed.
Mark used the bowl gouge with
the bevel in the direction of the
cut and the flute at 2 o'clock.
The outer part was removed first
leaving the centre in place to
add some stability whilst
finishing the inside of the bowl
with a round scraper. The centre
was then removed and the inside
finished off. Mark then added
some decoration to the bowl by cutting two grooves on the outside with
a skew chisel. He then used a piece of Formica to burn the grooves. The
inside of the bowl was then sanded using a paste wax. The bowl was
removed from the lathe and a flat disc of plywood about 12" diameter

was mounted on the lathe. This disc was covered in neoprene. The edge
of the bowl was placed against the flat surface and the bowl held in
place by the tailstock.
The bowl was centred and the
spigot turned off and a foot was
formed. A small groove was
made at the junction of the foot
and the bowl and this groove
was burnt by the use once again
of the piece of Formica. The
bowl was removed and the small
pip remaining was taken off by
the using a pair of pincers. The
base was finished off by using a sanding disc mounted on the lathe.
The second blank was mounted on the lathe using a screw chuck as
before. The blank was turned to a round, the face was cleaned and
flattened and the outside turned to a bowl shape. The finishing cut was
made with the bowl gouge flute down and then with the scraper.
Grooves were then burned in the outside to match those on the first
bowl. The bowl was then reversed the chuck. The face was cleaned up
and the diameter of the first bowl was marked on the face.
Cutting inside that diameter, the
centre of the bowl was removed.
The inside of the rim was
adjusted until the first bowl was
a loose fit. The remainder of the
centre of the bowl was removed
leaving a ledge for the first bowl
to rest on. The inside was
scraped to a finish and sanded
with a wax paste. The spigot
was removed as for the first bowl and both pieces were finished with
finishing oil.

hollowing tool with an acute cutting edge to smooth the inside and then
a round scraper.

Wet wood vase
An ash spindle blank about 6"
diameter was mounted between
centres. The wood was green
and the blank had been taken to
one side of the pith. Using a
1/2" bowl gouge the blank was
turned to a round and faced off.
A spigot was turned on one end.
The piece was then held in the
chuck jaws and supported by the
tailstock. The outside was re-shaped. The end face was cleaned up and
the tailstock removed. A hole was drilled in the centre, this could have
been done with a drill but Mark used a 3/8" spindle gouge.
The hole was drilled in stages,
so that the waste could be
removed. The inside of the piece
was then removed, starting from
the inside and working out.
When working with wet wood
the finished piece must be thin
to reduce the chances of
splitting when the wood dries.
Hollowing tools are meant for
wet wood and they should be
used with the handle up and
cutting on or just above the
centre line. Mark used a light to
shine inside so that he could get
a uniform thickness along the
length of the vessel. He used the

The piece was finished with
lemon oil (or a food safe finish),
the excess was wiped off and
then sanded. It was re-oiled and
sanded again. It was then
reversed onto the flat disc and
the spigot removed. Oiled and
sanded and then finished with
Danish oil.
Decorated Hollow Form
A 4 x 4 spindle blank was mounted between centres and roughed to a
round.
Spigots were made at each end
and both ends were shaped. The
position of the lid was marked
off and a groove was made with
a parting tool that was slightly
less than double the width of the
tool. It was then parted off with
a thin parting-off tool. The lid
was then mounted in the chuck
jaws and hollowed out. The
edge was turned to fit the bottom half.
This piece was then replaced in
the jaws by the bottom half. This
was hollowed out and finished
with a scraper. Lemon oil was
used on the joint and a piece of
tissue to jam fix the lid to the

bottom.

a loose fit. The inside of the box was then hollowed out. A foot about 1/3
diameter of the box was turned on the bottom of the box. The inside of
the box was friction polished. The box was the parted off and the pip
removed and the bottom sanded and polished.

The lid was shaped to match the
bottom and the whole piece was
decorated by using a beading
tool. It was finished with lemon
oil and sanded. The end of the
top was finished and using the
flat plate the bottom was
finished. The piece was then
polished.

Japanese Tea Box

Box with finial lid
A spindle blank of seasoned oak
was mounted between centres
and turned to a round.
A spigot was turned on one end
and the blank placed and held in
the chuck jaws. The piece was
marked into a 1/3rd. and 2/3rds,
with smaller piece at the chuck
end. The 2/3rds was reduced to a
taper and working backwards from the tailstock end was turned into a
finial. The bottom end of the finial was reduced in size to form a spigot
which would eventually and be the bottom of the lid.
The remainder of the piece was
turned into an apple shape. The
piece was then sanded and
friction polished. The finial was
parted off and the pip removed
and the end sanded.
The remaining piece was then
opened out so that the finial was

A square oak spindle blank
about 10" long was mounted
between centres and roughed to
a round. A spigot was turned on
one end and the piece mounted
in the chuck jaws. The piece
would not be taken out of the
chuck jaws until the final stage.
The end of the blank was faced
off. The dimensions of the teabox were marked out. The tailstock was taken away. The first part to be
made was the lid, this was to a deep lid. It was hollowed out using small
cuts. The sides were cut parallel using a box scraper. To make sure the
sides were parallel a pair of callipers was used. The inside was sanded
and the bottom was squared. The inside was polished with friction
polish. The lid was then parted off.
The remaining part was turned
so that it fitted the inside of the
lid. The rest was then turned to
that diameter until the lid fitted
completely over the bottom. The
bottom of the box was then
hollowed out, making the top
7mm. parallel. Fit the lid back
on as a jam chuck and use the
tailstock to prevent the lid from
being pushed off. Then skew shear the outside, face off the end, sand
and friction polish. The bottom of the box was then parted off. The

inside of the box was measured and that diameter marked off on the
piece remaining in the chuck. The wood was then reduced to that
diameter to make a jam chuck for the box. The bottom of the box was
faced off and decorated by cutting grooves by using the skew chisel. It
was sanded and friction polished. The box was then removed. The piece
left in the chuck which had fitted into the box was parted off and saved.
The remaining piece in the chuck was then drilled through completely
and hollowed out to make a jam chuck for the loose piece. The loose
piece was fitted and faced off and a small knob formed so that it became
a lid for the box. When fitted together the large lid slid slowly down
onto the box as it overcame the air pressure in the box.

A very full and interesting day which covered a lot of techniques and
showed just what can be achieved using only a few tools.

Chairman's Challenge May 2017
Beginners:

A lidded box

Intermediate:

A bowl cut and reconstructed

Advanced:

Small segmented hollow form

Chairman's Challenge Results April 2017
Novice Group : A mushroom (4 entries)
1st Place: B. Finnigan

2nd Place: P. Brown

3rd Place: M. Dunne

Intermediate Group: A pomander (4 entries)
1st Place: D. Smith

2nd Place: J. Hooper

3rd Place: M. Edwards

Advanced Group: A goblet with square rim and and lid with finial (5 entries)
1st Place: T. Davies

2nd Place: D. Lawrence

3rd Place: M. Thorpe

Display Table April 2017

Ancillary
I'm hoping to have another batch of cellulose thinners and sanding sealer available at our next meeting. Everything is the same as previously, £4.50 per
500ml cellulose thinners, £6.50 for sanding sealer. Email phil@stvnsn.co.uk if you want to reserve any tins and I'll do my best, otherwise it's first
come, first served. If you have empty, clean thinners tins, can you return them to me for recycling, please? I also have a few more carbide tips for the
hollowing tools - see me for details.
Phil Stevenson

