
2017 Programme of meetings

Venue: Water Orton Primary School, unless otherwise stated.

17th September  Hands On: Fruit

15th October  Dave Atkinson Demo

19th November  AGM and Hands On : Spirals

10th December  Mark Hancock Demo and Christmas “buffet”

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.

(Setting up from 8.30 am)

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.

Don’t forget your lunch and a mug!

Meeting dates for 2018

21 January Hands On
18 February Demo
18 March Hands On
15 April Demo
20 May Hands On
10 June Demo – (not a 3rd Sunday !!!)
15 July Hands On
19 August Demo 
16 September Hands On
21 October Demo 
18 November Hands On & AGM
16 December Demo and Christmas presentations

Demonstrators for 2018 are being booked and members will be notified when the 

bookings are confirmed.

Themes for Hands On days will be published when agreed,

West Midlands Woodturners is a “not for profit” company limited by guarantee
Registered in England and Wales. Registration No.: 9419165



WMWT Committee

Chair Cliff Lane chair@wmwoodturners.co.uk

Vice Chair Wolfgang Schulze-
Zachau

vice@wmwoodturners.co.uk

Secretary and Director John Hooper Secretary@wmwoodturners.co.uk

Treasurer Les Saunby Treasurer@wmwoodturners.co.uk

Programme and Events 
Manager

Malcolm Thorpe Events@wmwoodturners.co.uk

Equipment Manager Steve Simmons Equipment@wmwoodturners.co.uk

Membership Secretary Helen Lees Membership@wmwoodturners.co.uk

Newsletter Editor John Hooper Secretary@wmwoodturners.co.uk

Note from the Editor: This edition of the newsletter has once again been 
compiled by Wolfgang, the deputy to John. As per the last occasion, he 
does not have access to the same tool that John usually uses, and 
therefore the newsletter may look a little different to the attentive reader. 
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Chairman's Comments

I enjoyed Keith Fenton’s demo and listening to comments through the 
day everyone seemed to have enjoyed it also. Keith had a nice relaxed 
style and gave lots of advice. One of his finished coloured 
demonstration pieces was left for the club so my thanks for that. 
Holidays and illness are still affecting numbers but we still had a 
creditable 38 members attending on the day. The Chairman’s Challenge 
had 13 excellent entries while the Display Table had 22 entries with over 
30 individual pieces showing again the huge amount of talent that we 
have in the club. The raffle was well supported again so my thanks for 
your generosity. 

I always look forward to our visits to New Hall Mill and on Monday 28th 

August we made our second visit of the year to this excellent venue.  
Eight members had volunteered to run the stand for the day. We arrived 
for 8.30am and started unloading the cars, the set up went well and the 
stand soon started to take shape. Rob Huxley arrived with bacon and egg 
sandwiches that he and his wife had generously prepared for everyone; 
this made a most pleasant start to the day so thank you Rob and Helen. 
The weather was kind and we had a lovely warm day with a little breeze 
to make it comfortable. The gates opened at 10am and visitor number 
quickly started to grow. We had set the stand up with three areas the 
sales table, pick a peg, and a lathe giving demonstrations. All of the 
areas were kept busy and received much admiration. The sales table and 
pick a peg did brisk business all day, because of the success club funds 
will benefit and we were also able to make a worthwhile donation to the 
Mill. I am told that 1031 visitors were counted in and I think that we 
must have spoken to most of them. Our thanks again to Anne and the 
team for making us so welcome. 

I am writing these notes two days after our visit to NHM it is raining 

steadily and I am thinking how lucky we have been with the weather 
this year. All the preparation and planning in the world is for nothing if 
the weather is bad and visitors stay away.

We have a break now before Pick a Peg is used again, but I am asking 
you to keep on making a few pieces each month to build up our stock of 
prizes and avoid a last minute panic.

-------------------------------------------oOo---------------------------------------

An eighty year old man was fishing one day when he heard a voice say:  
“pick me up”. He looked around but couldn’t see anyone. Then a few 

moments later, he again heard the voice say: “pick me up”. This time he  
looked down and saw a frog lying on the surface of the water.

“Are you talking to me?” asked the old man.
“Yes,” replied the frog. “If you pick me up and kiss me, I will turn into a  

beautiful, vivacious young woman who will fulfil your every fantasy. I  
will become your bride and you’ll be the envy of all your friends.”

After considering the matter for a minute or two, the old man picked up 
the frog and put it in his pocket.

The frog cried, “Why haven’t you kissed me? Are you crazy? Didn’t you  
hear what I just said? I can become your beautiful, vivacious young 

bride!”
“No,” said the old man. “At my age, I’d rather have a talking frog.”
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Demo by Keith Fenton

The first piece was a 
bowl made from a 
sycamore blank about 
12” in diameter. After the 
initial turning of the 
outside, Keith used a 
negative rake scraper to 
get rid of some tearout, 
and then an angled drill 
with a variety of velcro 
pads to sand the shape to 
240grit.

He explained that for the texturing one can either use the Proxxon long 
neck angle grinder (LHW/A) or the arbortech unit. He believes the 
Proxxon is a little on the light side, and he has worn out several of them 
over the years. He does not use the side handle, as this would prevent 
him from presenting the tool as he wants it. The carving is done with the 
lathe switched off, the left 
hand is on the wheel on 
the left hand side of the 
headstock (i.e. well out of 
the way), and the right 
hand holding the 
arbortech in a firm grip. 
Keith then proceeded to 
cover the outside of the 
bowl in a series of 
grooves.
The bowl was then 
reversed into the chuck, a standard grind gouge was used to face it off, 

and a long grind gouge to remove the bulk of the material. All his 
turning tools are Carter tools, and he explained that he liked the heavy 
handles and their very solid make. He left the bowl with about a 2” rim.

Keith explained that he does most of his turning with the biggest tool 
possible, as this gives him 
the best control. He sanded 
the rim to 180grit and then 
carved it with the 
arbortech. He then 
smoothed the surface 
lightly with a wheel with 
blue rubber strands, and 
finally used a blowtorch to 
scorch the rim, this burns 
off any excess material.
He sealed the inside of the bowl with sanding sealer and some paste 
wax, to prevent any of the other colours to get into the wood, and then 
covered the rim and the backside with Chestnut ebonizing lacquer. He 
then proceeded to again use the angled drill and a variety of sanding 
pads to sand the black off all high areas, leaving black grooves behind.

Now the colouring starts. Keith gave a 
brief explanation of the small airbrush he 
uses for this (similar to previous demos), 
he uses spirit stains for colour, with a 
gravity feed airbrush, and industrial 
methylated spirit for cleaning. He has 
fitted all his stain bottles with squeeze 
nozzles to prevent spillage, as the airbrush 
will only need a few drops of stain at a 
time. He always starts with the darkest 
colour first and yellow last, as it brightens 
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all the other colours. Once done with the colouring, the rim and outside 
are then finished with acrylic sanding sealer and acrylic lacquer.
The inside of the bowl receives two final cuts to remove any colour 
residue and the initial wax finish. After sanding to 400 or 600 grit, he 
used the airbrush (without stain) to blow out all the sanding dust, and 
then used cellulose sanding sealer to close the pores. Finally some 
yellow webrax to cut back the sealer and create a key, and final coat of 
his homemade wax finish, made from equal parts of carnauba and bees 
wax.

The base of the bowl was 
finished by mounting the 
bowl in a set of Cole 
jaws.

The second piece of the 
day was another bowl, but 
this time from an ash 
blank. Keith uses a 
Forstner bit to create a 
recess for mounting the 
blank. The outside was 

turned into an ogee shape. 
Keith explained that he usually finishes fruit bowls with treatex and 
salad bowls with wax. On this occasion, as this was a decorative piece, 
the left a 3” wide rim and turned and sanded the inside of the bowl. 
This time the rim was textured with the 
lathe running at slow speed, and the 
arbortech sliding across the surface, thus 
creating a spiralling pattern. He then 
burned off the loose bits without 
scorching the surface, and again used the 
rubber strand disc to remove any rough 
edges.

The inside of the bowl had been sealed already, and Keith now turned a 
small button into the bottom of the bowl. He then started using the 
airbrush again, first with some blue stain, quite solid on the button and 
the outside of the rim, followed by some lighter blue towards the centre. 
These colours were then fixed with acrylic sanding sealer out of the can, 
to prevent the lacquer from lifting the colour off the wood.

From there on Keith 
moved to using Jo Sonja 
iridescent paints on a 
variety of items. Keith 
uses the bottles, even 
though they are little more 
expensive, but they have 
the advantage that unused 
paint can be put back in. 
The colours are a initially 
a paste, and some few 
drops of flow medium are 
required to make flow across the surface of a work piece.
First was a tealight holder. This had been turned and painted black 
already. Keith then proceeded to put a little paint on his gloved finger 
and rub it into the tealight recess, and then carefully allowing some paint 
to come over the lip. The centrifugal forces then pick up the liquid and 

propel it towards the edge. This effect 
can be controlled by varying the 
speed, the amount of flow medium 
and the amount of paint on the work 
piece.

The next piece was a wide rim bowl, 
where he dabbed the paint on with 
glove fingers, in radial strips of blue, 
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gold, purple and pink. He then made a ball of bubble wrap, with the 
bubbles on the outside and dabbed the entire surface.

A third piece was covered 
in red and gold, and dabbed 
in patches with a small, 
circular sponge to create 
petal patterns. Not satisfied 
with the effect, he then 
create circular rings with a 
small steel brush, and 
finally went back to using 
the bubble wrap.

Clearly, the possibilities are 
almost endless, and many, 

many texturing tools can be used from all sorts of sources.

Keith now moved on to demonstrate 
techniques of using a router to create 
regular surface patterns. He explained 
that his first attempts did not work well 
at all, and there was a bit of a learning 
curve. One really does need a high 
speed router (he uses a Makita model 
with 30,000rpm), a high quality router 
bit (£20+) and finally a very sturdy jig 
made of metal, and with a height 
adjuster. He first demonstrated this on a flat surface, where the router 
simply follows the surface of the work piece. Several shallow passes are 
required, and harder wood work s better than softer wood. He's had good 
results with hard maple and beech, the demo itself was done with a piece 
of yew.

A metal collar fitted with 
a boxwood insert (to 
avoid scratching the 
surface of the wood) 
prevents the router from 
plunging too deep, and 
allows to adjust the depth 
of the cut. This simple 
arrangement allows for 
straight lines. Arcs can be 
accomplished by 
mounting the router jig 
onto another jig that allows the first jig to swing. Keith also briefly 
showed a range of other jigs for more complex movements.

His final piece of the day was a 
bowl from a square blank, but 
with concave sides, i.e. the 
corners are less than 90 degrees. 
Initially the shaping is done 
with pull cuts to remove the 
bulk of the material, but the 
final cuts are always push cuts 
at very high speed, to prevent 
any pieces of wood being 
accidentally torn off.

The rim was left quite thick, and carved with the arbortech, with radial 
lines going out from the centre and folding around the rim. The carving 
was then scorched with a gas flame and cleaned up with a red rubber 
flap wheel.
Finally, he reverse mounted this bowl onto a flat disc covered in router 
mat, and held it in place with the tail stock and a ring centre (to prevent 
any deep impressions or even splitting of the wood).
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Chairman's Challenge Results August 2017
Novice Group : Acorn

1st Place: Christopher Jones 2nd Place: Mary Dunne 3rd Place: Les Wilkes

Intermediate Group: Natural edge bowl

1st Place: Dave Hobbs 2nd Place: Graham Hunt 3rd Place: Les Saunby
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Advanced Group: A manta ray bowl

1st Place: Ted Gill 2nd Place: Malcolm Thorpe 3rd Place: Don Lawrence

Chairman's Challenge September 2017
Beginners: A Christmas tree decoration (snowman)

Intermediate: A Christmas tree decoration (free choice)

Advanced: Inside out Christmas Ornament. See Sue Harker Demo report October 2016

Ancillary

Wolfgang will bring along a selection of turning blanks from various timbers: sycamore, yew, oak, laburnum, as well as some pieces of lime (good for 
carving).
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Display Table August 2017
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