
   

October 2017 Newsletter 
 

West Midlands Woodturners is a “not for profit” company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165 

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.  

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.  

Don’t forget your lunch and a mug! 

2017 Programme of meetings  

Venue: Water Orton Primary School, unless otherwise stated.  

15th October  Dave Atkinson Demo  

19th November  AGM and Hands On : Spirals  

10th December  Mark Hancock Demo and Christmas “buffet” 

October Demonstration: 

David (Dave) Atkinson 

Chairman AWGB 

AWGB International Seminar 

Booking for the seminar opens at the end of September.  

There is a discount for early booking, and as previously, WMWT 

do a collective booking with the aim of ensuring that we are in 

reasonable proximity in the accommodation and to set up car 

sharing where possible. 

If you would like to attend  please let the Secretary know as  soon 

as possible, so that deposits can be collected and the booking 

made.  
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 WMWT Committee  

Chairman Cliff Lane Chair@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Vice Chair  Wolfgang Schulze

-Zachau 

Vice@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Secretary & Director John Hooper Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Treasurer Les Saunby Treasurer@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Programme and Events 

Manager 

Malcolm Thorpe Events@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Equipment Manager Steve Simmons Equipment@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Membership Secretary Helen Lees Membership@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Newsletter Editor John Hooper Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 
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Annual General Meeting  19th November 2017. 

Notice is hereby given that the AGM of West Midlands Woodturners will take place at 

Water Orton Primary School at 10.00 am on Sunday 19th October 2017. 

Members are advised that Rule 10.5.1 of the constitution comes into operation in respect 

of the Honorary Chairman. 

The current Honorary Treasurer has indicated that he wishes to step down. 

The Agenda for the meeting will be published when finally approved by the committee. 

Nominations (with seconders) for any of the elected committee roles should be received 

by the Secretary not later than 31st October 2017. 

Ballot papers will be provided at the meeting, if necessary. 
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Nomination form for election of Officers and Committee members. 

Nominees must have been a member of the club for a minimum period of 12 months (continuously) to be eligible for election. 

(Article 10.2.1 of Club Constitution) 

The Proposer, by submitting a nomination, confirms that the nominee has agreed to offer themselves for election to the role specified below. 

 

Nominations to be forwarded to the Honorary Secretary not later than 31st October 2017. 

Further nominations can be accepted, at the sole discretion of the Honorary Chairperson, at the Annual General Meeting. 

Roles subject to annual election procedures: 

Officers: 

Honorary Chairperson, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer 

Committee Members: 

Vice Chairperson, Events Manager. Membership Secretary, Equipment Manager 

 

Other roles such as Health & Safety Officer, First Aid Co-ordinator etc., are undertaken on a volunteer basis. 

Nominee Role (eg Chairperson) Proposer Seconder 
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Chairman’s Comments 

The September hands on was another highly enjoyable day with 44 members 

attending. We also had 5 visitors and I hope to see some of them deciding to 

become members soon. The main theme was making fruit and Malcolm Thorpe 

also set up a pyrography station.  

7 lathes were in use and kept busy. It was hectic for me through the day so did 

not get a chance to get around and see what people were up to but my impres-

sion was that everyone had a good time.  

The Chairman’s Challenge attracted 10 entries and Display Table 23 items. 

It was good to see some members back who had not made it for a few meetings. 

With the end of the year fast approaching I have been putting together the 

Chairman’s Challenge list of projects for 2018. I do put a lot of thought into 

picking the challenges and try to select items that will stretch the advanced and 

intermediate groups and build skill levels especially in the novice section. The 

number of entries to the Chairman’s Challenge are generally good but I would 

like to see more members getting involved, so even if you can’t enter every 

month, I hope that there will be some projects that spark your interest and en-

courage you have a go.  

The Chairman’s Challenge and Display Table are important and a great way of 

showing visitors the talent that we have.  

 

Pick a Peg has had another successful year making a healthy contribution to 

club funds. As you all know this is totally dependent on your generous dona-

tions of turned pieces so I am asking you to keep up your support. It is im-

portant that we build up our stock so that there is no last minute panic because 

we are short of prizes.   

 

I have been looking at the upcoming events at Axminster’s Nuneaton store and 

there are a couple of dates that I have put in my diary.  

Saturday 9th December 2017 wood turning and woodcarving with Emma Cook 

(The tiny Turner). Emma has not been to WMWT yet so it will be a chance to 

see her working.  

Sat 10th March 2018 Woodturning with Joey Richardson. I saw Joey the last 

time that she was at Axminster and if you are interested in the artistic side of 

woodturning I recommend that you go and see her. 

                                                             Cliff 

————oo————— 

In ancient Rome, a Christian was being pursued by a lion. But as he ran 

through the city streets dodging back and forth, it became obvious that things 

were hopeless and the lion would catch him.                                                                                         

Clutching at straws, the hapless man turned suddenly, faced the beast and 

dropped to his knees                                                                                                            

“Lord,” he prayed, desperately. “Turn this lion into a Christian!” 

Instantly, the lion fell to his knees and prayed, “For what we are about to re-

ceive…” 

 

Kris Cietak told me this joke. 

A man was in a crematorium waiting for the service to start. 

He took out his mobile  and asked one of the other mourners if he knew the Wi-Fi pass-

word for the building. 

The man said “I think that would be really disrespectful and ignorant”. 

The first man said “is that lower or upper case”. 
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September Hands-on Day 

Report by Malcolm Thorpe 

The hands-on day had 41 members attending with around 5 visitors to see 

the days topic of turned fruit. I 

 know that quite a few fruit were turned and one especially by a junior 

lady member for her Duke of Edinburgh Award. There were 7 lathes in 

operation all day with experienced members able to show and help less 

experienced members and visitors.  

The Camera system was assembled to try a find the cause of the problem 

at the last meeting. Members were given a chance to try and control the 

cameras. I did not know if this was taken up but it would help if more 

members learned how to use the system just in case there is unforeseen 

problems in the future.  

I had brought along my pyrography machine which has both ‘Razor’ tips 

and Peter Child type handle and several members had a go.  

There was a good display of work and a selection of bring and buy items. 

This format for hands-on days has now been running for two years and 

we need ideas for next year. Come and speak to Malcolm. Cliff or Phil 

Stevenson at the next meeting and it will be raised as a topic at the AGM. 

 

 

 

 

Safety Reminder: 

The club has a responsibility to minimise the risk of accidents and injuries to 

members (and the public) during club meetings and whilst attending external 

events. 

We have two systems in place, the first is the Risk Assessment checks carried 

out by our H & S co-ordinator at club meetings and a designated member of the 

club at outside events. Summary check list forms are completed and kept by the 

Honorary Secretary. These forms should enable WMWT to demonstrate that it 

has met its obligations, and provide evidence that we have not been negligent, 

should legal action be taken against us. A separate but similar system is in place 

for the safeguarding of minors and vulnerable adults. 

The second system is that we have 5 certificated First Aiders, a First Aid co-

ordinator and First Aid kits; one for club meetings and one for outside events. 

(The certificates require renewal in 2018, and if any member is interested in the 

training, please let Dave Hobbs know) 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is provided and members are encouraged 

to use it. 

Members and visitors who wish to use lathes at club meetings and outside 

events should ensure that their clothing and footwear are also suitable. Loose 

items, including watches, bracelets etc., should be removed and large rings also 

present a risk. 

We all know this, so I am perhaps guilty of “teaching my grandmoth-

er………..”. However, should such a situation result in injury, our Insurers 

would probably argue that this is legally analogous to the “no seatbelts” defence 

in a road traffic accident compensation claims. 

John Hooper 

Hon Secretary WMWT 
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Chairman’s Challenge Results:  September 2017 

Novice Group: Snowman (2 entries) 

1st Place: Rob Huxley 2nd Place: Mary Dunne 3rd Place: 

   

Intermediate Group: Christmas Tree Decoration (4 entries) 

1st Place: Malcolm Edwards 2nd Place: Darren Smith 3rd Place: Graham Hunt 

   

Advanced Group: Inside-out Christmas Decoration (4 entries) 

1st Place: Don Lawrence 2nd Place: Phil Stevenson 3rd Place: Ted Gill 
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Display Table: September 2017 Chairman’s  

Challenge 

October 2017 

 

Novice Group 

 

2 flowers 

 

Intermediate Group 

 

Off centre candlestick  

(see demo report  

May 2016) 

 

Advanced Group 

 

Small Hat (See demo report March 2016) 

http://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk/May%202016%20Newsletter.pdf
http://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk/March%202016%20newsletter.pdf
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