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Demo 17th April: Simon Hope

Simon Hope has been woodturning from the age
of 11 and at the age of 26 was one of the
youngest to be on the RPT. 14 years on, Simon
has vast experience in demonstrating to
woodturning clubs across the UK and EU,
including being a full presenter at Loughborough
twice.

From the editor
This edition of the newsletter was compiled by
Wolfgang, and looks a little different to previous
editions. This is mostly due to the fact that I do
not have access to the same tool that John has
used in the past, and therefore had to create this
document from scratch. I hope you all don't mind
the difference.

Date

Event

17th April

Simon Hope
Demonstration

1st/2nd May

Curborough, Lichfield

13/14th May

Woodworks at Daventry

15th May

Hands on - goblets

12th June

Tony Walton
Demonstration

18th June

Water Orton Carnival

10th July

New Hall Mill, Sutton
Coldfield

17th July

Hands on – cylindrical
boxes

21st August

Steve Heeley
Demonstration

29th August

New Hall Mill, Sutton
Coldfield

10th/11th September

Coombe Abbey, Coventry

18th September

Hands on – pen turning

16th October

Sue Harker
Demonstration

20th November

AGM and Hands on – open
hollow forms

11th December

Mark Baker
Demonstration and
Christmas Lunch

Links to demonstrators websites by clicking on their
name. Mark Baker's website is under construction.
Demonstration days start at 9:15 am and conclude around
4:30 pm (setting up from 8:30 am).
Hands ON days start at 9:30 am and conclude about 4:00
pm.
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West Midlands Turners
Chairman's Comments
Numbers were down a little due to holidays and other commitments but we still had a creditable 37 members
and 2 visitors at our Hands On meeting on the 20 th March
There were 7 lathes set up, including the clubs new Axminster 1416vs. all of the lathes were kept busy
throughout the day with a ready supply of members wanting to receive tuition and advice.
There were 15 excellent entries for the chairman’s challenge and 43 pieces on the display table. The raffle
raised a generous £52
It was another extremely enjoyable meeting with lots of activity and involvement.
The purchase of the new lathe was made possible, largely, by the money raised from the Sales Table and Pick
- a - Peg. My thanks to everyone that has made this possible by helping at outside events and by donating
turned items for sale and pick a peg. I am asking again for your contributions of craft fair type items to be
used at our planned outside events for 2016.
Daventry 13th and 14th May 2016
We have started collecting pieces for the WMWT display table. If you have not brought yours in yet please
remember that our April meeting is the last one before Daventry.
Alternative outside events
Most of you will know that we will be trying some new outside events this year so if you feel that you will
be able to help, and you have not done so already please let John Hooper, Malcolm Thorpe or me know
which events and which days you will be available for.
Curborough Sun and Mon 1st and 2nd May. Curborough Hall Farm Countryside Centre, Watery Lane,
Lichfield WS13 8ES. We expect to have a sales table, a lathe giving demonstrations and possibly the pick- a
– peg.
Water Orton Carnival Sat 18th June. Vicarage Lane Water Orton. We would expect to have a sales table and
pick - a -peg, we could have a lathe set up but I believe that power to this would have to come from a
generator.
New Hall Mill Sun 10th July and Monday 29th August. Situated Off Wylde Green Road, Sutton Coldfield,
B76 1QU. We expect to have a lathe giving demonstrations, a sales table and pick - a – peg.
We are already committed to regular events at
Daventry Fri and Sat 13th and 14th May
Coombe Abbey Festival of Crafts Sat and Sun 10th and 11th September
Two Mexicans have been lost in the desert for weeks. At death’s door, they see a tree in the distance.
As they get nearer, they see it’s draped with rasher upon rasher of bacon; smoked bacon; crispy bacon; lifegiving, nearly raw, juicy bacon…all sorts of bacon.
“Hey, Pepe,” says the first Mexican, “ees a bacon tree! We’re saved!” So Pepe goes on ahead and runs up
to the tree.
As he gets within five feet, he’s gunned down in a hail of bullets.
His friend drops down on the sand and calls across to the dying Pepe.
“Pepe! Pepe! Que pasa hombre?”
With his last breath, Pepe calls out,
“Ugh, run, amigo, run, ees not a bacon tree, ees a ham bush
Cliff
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West Midlands Turners
Hands On day March
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to making our last Hands On Day one of our most
productive ever.
Our theme of spindle turning covered a multitude of techniques and we saw more members than
ever rolling their sleeves up and making some shavings. Thanks to the purchase of our new lathe
and several of our regulars bringing their own equipment we broke our record and actually had
seven lathes running simultaneously - amazing!
As well as having some newer turners getting involved, some but not all under the watchful eye of
our unofficial tutors, we saw some more experienced turners making some more advanced pieces. It
is important that everyone in our club gets actively involved in our Hands On Days - please
remember that as well as encouraging newer turners, our members who are longer in the tooth need
to be stimulated, challenged and inspired as well.
Thanks to those who brought lathes, those who contributed timber, etc., and everyone who went
home with wood shavings down the front of their shirts - how does that stuff get in there? As ever,
we welcome suggestions as to how to continue to improve the content and layout of our Hands On
Days.
Phil Stevenson

Tool Sales and Charity Contribution
Many thanks to those members who bought some of the turning tools and equipment I brought
along to the last meeting. They were contributed by Mr Jim Price who asked for some assistance in
emptying his father-in-law's workshop. Jim's wish is that these tools should find a second lease of
life with other woodworking enthusiasts and we are pleased to be able to help with this. I have
made a donation of £50, partly funded by your purchase of the tools, to Jim's chosen charity,
The Primrose Hospice, Bromsgrove, with which Jim's family has a connection. Thanks everyone for
your support for this and make sure you put the tools to good use.
Phil Stevenson
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West Midlands Turners
Chairman's Challenge Results
Novice Group ( 6 entries, ring stand)
1st place: G. Morrice
2nd place: D. Smith

3rd place: C Jeffries

Intermediate Group (3 entries, two pawns)
1st place: B. Bateman

2nd place: J. Hooper

3rd place: D. Reynolds

Advanced Group (6 entries, two chess figures)
1st place: T. Davies

2nd place: T. Gill

Website: http//www.wmwoodturners.org.uk
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West Midlands Turners
Chairman's Challenge for April 2016
Novice Group: Kitchen Roll Holder

Intermediate Group: Goblet with a captive ring

Advanced Group: Plant Stand approx. 200mm tall
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West Midlands Turners
Display Table in March 2016
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West Midlands Turners
Festival of Arts
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West Midlands Turners
Wizardry In Wood
Wizardry In Wood 10th to the 15th October 2016
Carpenters Hall, London, EC2N 2JJ
WMWT members have had success in previous years in the competitions at this important event
organised by the Worshipful Company of Turners.
To be placed in these competitions gives a lot of prestige to the member concerned and also to
WMWT
In the past Ray Key has offered to be a collection point for local club members that wish to enter
their work in the competitions. If anyone is interested We can find out if Ray is willing to do this
again this year.
For more details check the March 2016 edition of Revolutions or the website of the Worshipful
Company of Turners www.turnerco.com/2016competition

Please send materials for the newsletter to:
secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk
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