
   

October 2016  Newsletter 
 

West Midlands Woodturners is a “not for profit” company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165 

Programme of meetings and events 

Venue: Water Orton Primary School, unless otherwise stated. 

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.  

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.  

Don’t forget your lunch and a mug! 

16th October 2016 Demonstration Day: Sue Harker 

20th November 2016 Annual General Meeting 

 Hands On Day: Open Hollow forms 

11th December 2016 Demonstration Day: Mark Baker 

Christmas Buffet 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 

10.00 am Sunday 20th November 2016 

Water Orton Primary School. Water Orton. B42 6SB 

————————- 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with Article 11.1.2 . 

Nominations for the election of Honorary Officers should be notified to the Hon Secre-

tary, in writing, on or before 9th November 2016. (Article 11.1.1.5) 

Article 10.5 is not in operation. 

Members who wish to give their proxy to the Hon Secretary or another named member 

should be notified to the Hon Secretary, as soon as possible. 

Propositions or resolutions to be put before the meeting should be notified to the Hon 

Secretary, in writing, on or before 9th November 2016. (Article 11.1.3) 

————————- 

Important Note: 

Article 21.1 of the club’s constitution states: 

“The required quorum for AGM’s and EGM’s is not less than two-thirds of the regis-

tered membership eligible to vote.” 

If you are unable to attend the AGM, it is important that you give your proxy to the Hon 

Secretary or another member to vote on your behalf. 

Demonstration Day: 16th October 2016 

Sue Harker.  

Sue last visited WMWT in May 2012, and a review ap-

peared in the June 2012 newsletter. It can be accessed here. 

Sue’s website is well worth a visit, and we expect that we 

will enjoy a good demo with lots of ideas and tips to take 

away. 

Sue’s website is here. 

http://www.sueharker.com/home
http://www.markbakerwoodturning.com/
http://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk/WMWT%20Newsletter%20JUN12.pdf
http://www.sueharker.com/
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 WMWT Committee  

Chairman Cliff Lane Chair@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Vice Chair & External 

Events 

Malcolm Thorpe Vice@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Secretary & Director John Hooper Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Treasurer Les Saunby Treasurer@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Programme Manager Peter Timms Events@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Equipment Manager Ken Beresford Equipment@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Newsletter Editor John Hooper Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

 

Contacts and websites: 

Association of Woodturners Great Britain (AWGB): www.awgb.co.uk 

AWGB Midlands Representative: Ryan Davenport. Westernrep@awgb.co.uk 

Worshipful Company of Turners: www.turnersco.com 
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Corinthian Helmet 

By 

Graham Hunt 

Isaac Foden 

Many members will remember Isaac, who was a long standing member of 
the club. 

I am sorry to advise that Isaac died recently, passing away peacefully in 
his sleep. 

Tracy Sutcliffe, his daughter has advised that the funeral will be held at 
Streetly Crematorium on Monday 10th October at 12.45 pm. 
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Chairman’s Comments 

We had another really enjoyable Hands on Day for our September meet-

ing with plenty of our members coming forward to spend some time on 

the lathes. I know that several of you made a pen and others told me that 

they had picked up lots of ideas. 

There were 40 members present including 3 new members that signed up 

on the day so a warm welcome to them, we also had 2 visitors and I hope 

they will also decide to become members. 

There were 7 lathes set up and kept busy all day, The Chairman’s Chal-

lenge had 14 excellent entries. The display table was lighter than we have 

come to expect so please make the effort to bring something in to our 

next meeting, if you do not have any recent work bring in one of your 

favourite pieces. I know that I always seem to be going on about this but 

the display table and Chairman’s Challenge pieces are important to show-

case our work to members and visitors. 

Thank you to members that donated pick a peg items 

 

One of the prizes in the raffle was a repair putty called Milliput. I have 

been a fan of this product for many years and would recommend that it 

should be in everyone’s toolbox, it can be used to repair a wide range of 

materials including, metal, brick, stone, porcelain, glass, ceramics, and 

wood.  The reason for mentioning this here is to say that as well as being 

excellent for repairing and filling wood it can also be used in your wood-

turning as inlay. Milliput is available in different colours and there are 

several you- tube clips showing many ways of using it. 

There are lots of ideas from a man called Jim Overton, to find his site go 

to:  Jimsons Stuff.  

 

These are just a couple of his videos 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfbpyz6Mi-c 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uH0CZ5m-MtU 

Also worth a look    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O6iJE7Wo29I 

 

Volunteers needed for tea making 

Cliff and Les have been making the tea for a couple of years and they 

feel it is time for a well earned break. We have been lucky over the years 

to have members that have been willing to do the job on a regular basis. I 

firmly believe that this is an important job and plays a big part in our en-

joyment of the day, 

Unlike most other clubs that I know of, our set up means that you do not 

have to miss any part of the day by going off to a kitchen to make the tea. 

Making the Tea is a great way of getting to know other club members 

and for members to get to know you. 

Cliff 
 

—————oo————— 

 

A young man asked a wealthy pensioner how he had made his fortune. The old guy 

leaned back in his chair and began his story. 

“Well son”, he said, “it was 1932, the height of the Great depression, and I was down 

to my last nickel. I invested that nickel in an apple. I spent the entire day polishing that 

apple and at the end of the day I sold that apple for ten cents. 

“The next morning, I invested those ten cents in two apples. I spent the whole day pol-

ishing them and sold them at the end of the day for twenty cents. I continued this system 

for a month, by the end of which I had accumulated a fortune of $5.30. 

Then my wife’s father died and left us two million dollars 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6h82LH3PtdiSHaj_7f09Fg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfbpyz6Mi-c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uH0CZ5m-MtU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O6iJE7Wo29I
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Fillongley Show 

Malcolm Thorpe 

The entry to the woodturning  competition classes put on by Fillongley 

show was disappointing and as the classes were sponsored by Axminster 

tools and I had expected a more entries.   

 

My call for items in the newsletter raised only one item (thanks to Peter 

Timms for his bowl) and along with four items made by me, there were 

five entries in the four of the five classes. One thing that had not been 

published was that the sponsorship of Axminster amounted to a £25 

voucher for the winner in each class so we were surprised to have netted 

a £100 of vouchers between us. 

 

The main reason for this information is to generate more interest in the 

show next year. As soon as I know what the class requirements are, I will 

publish them in the newsletter. I have advised the organiser to publish the 

sponsorship awards in the schedule so more turners may enter next year. 

 

The Fillongley show website is here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hands On day: Penmaking 

Phil Stevenson 

Thanks to everyone who took an active part in our last Hands On Day on 

pen making. I have to say that Hands On Days are so much busier than 

they used to be, with far more participation from more and more of our 

members - it's great to see, even if we have to queue up to have a go on a 

lathe! We had several pen experts showing us the way and quite a few 

members made their first ever pen.  

Can I add a special thank you to Ted Trowbridge, hopefully soon to be-

come a new member of WMW, who kindly donated a number of pen kits 

for club use.  It was good to see some non-pen turning as well, especially 

from newer turners. Hands On Days continue to cover all aspects of tech-

nique and skill levels. Here's to the next one! 

http://www.fillongleyshow.org.uk/
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Novice Group (3 entries): Christmas Tree 

1st place: Gavin Morrice 2nd place: Darren Smith 3rd place: Helen Lees 

   

Intermediate Group (6 entries): Drop Finial 

1st place: Dave Reynolds 2nd place: Rob Huxley 3rd place: Brian Bateman 

   

Advanced Group (5 entries): Christmas Cracker 

1st place: Ted Gill 2nd place: Tim Davies 3rd place: Tom Badger 

   

Chairman's Challenge Results for September 
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Display Table: September 2016 
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Chairman’s Challenge October . 

 

 

 

For Sale: 

We have received an offer of turning timber, which include Ash, Oak, Teak, Mahogany, 

Mulberry, Laburnum and a number of other species. The pieces are in varying sizes and 

have been air dried, under cover for several years. 

The sale is made by a lady whose husband passed away some two years ago and she 

now needs to clear the shed. 

The location is Mere Green, Sutton Coldfield, and contact details can be obtained from 

the Hon Secretary. 

 

 

 

 

Strange trees!   

More can be seen here  

Novice Group: 

 

Tea Light Holder 

 

Intermediate Group: Platter  

Advanced Group: Corinthian Helmet (examples by Andrew Hall can be seen 

in our newsletter, here. 

http://list25.com/25-extremely-strange-looking-trees/1/
http://www.wmwoodturners.org.uk/March%202016%20newsletter.pdf

