
   West Midlands Woodturners is a “not for profit” company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165 

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.  

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.  

Programme of meetings 2020 

Venue:  Kingsbury Community and Youth Centre, unless otherwise stated.  

    

October  2020 Newsletter  

20th September  Cancelled    (covid-19)                            

18th October  Cancelled    (covid-19)                            

15th November   Cancelled    (covid-19)                            

13th December  Cancelled    (covid-19)                            

           How things used to be   

PATIENCE   These times will return at some point 

Keep making those shavings                                                                                                                           

( who’s the turner ? )   
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AWGB     

Mark Baker 

Sadly, Mark Baker, editor of the Woodturning magazine passed away 
on October 2nd. He was know to many and was always glad to help 

with any problem or question. He will be missed by the whole 
woodturning community.  

Our thoughts and condolences are with Mark's family.  

  

  

 

    WMWT Committee  

Chairman Steve Simmons Chair@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Vice Chair  Vacant Vice@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Director John Hooper   

Secretary Rob Huxley Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Treasurer Pete Blakey Treasurer@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Deputy Treasurer Chris Jones   

Programme and Events 

Manager 

Vacant Events@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Equipment Manager Malcolm Edwards Equipment@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Membership Secretary David Campbell Membership@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Newsletter Editor Rob Huxley Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 
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Chairman’s Comments 

 I hope that you are all safe and well and getting on terms with 

the ever changing covid-19 rules and restrictions. The re-

strictions during this year have made it impossible for us to 

hold our meetings and it also looks like this may continue into 

2021. 

Once again, can I thank all the entries into the chairman’s 

challenge and the members who have sent photos for the    

display table. It would be good if we could get a few more  

entries into the Challenge and give the regulars a bit more 

competition. 

Whilst writing my Chairman’s comments this month it        

actually occurred to me that this will be my final comments as 

Chairman as I stand down from my 3 years in office at the end 

of this month.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the committee 

and all the members for their support during my term as your 

Chairman.  

What will I remember as Chairman?  Well the biggest issue 

we faced during this time (apart from Covid -19) was our  

venue relocating. It was remarkable how everyone rallied to 

find a new venue and then the mountain of volunteers we had 

to move the equipment and get the new venue set up.  

 

It is the whole membership working with the committee that 

makes this club so successful. 

It has been an honour and a pleasure to be your Chairman for 

the last 3 years. 

Stay safe and hopefully it won’t be too long before we can all 

get back together as a club. 

Steve 

____________________________________________ 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Daventry 2018 

              Daventry 2019 
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Secretary's Comments  

As Steve says in his comments, this month is his last as  
Chairman; also stepping down at the end of this month is    
Peter Blakey our Honorary Treasurer, both completing their 3 
years term in office, didn’t that time just fly by. 

On behalf of the Members and the Committee I would like to 
thank both Steve and Peter for the excellent work they have 
done to support the club over these last 3 years. 

The Covid virus restrictions continue to disrupt our club meet-
ings at the moment and unfortunately I think will continue to 
do so for a while yet. I can advise you though, that the com-
mittee have made arrangements for our normal full schedule 
of demonstrations and hands on days for whenever we can re-
sume our meetings. 

In our absence the community centre continues to improve the 
facility and at the moment the electrics are undergoing a   
complete inspection with a view to renewing the main con-
sumer units and are also looking to update the lighting to LED 
units. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank members 
who have sent photos and articles for the newsletter, without 

the normal demo’s and hands on meetings to comment on it 
would otherwise leave the newsletter very sparse.   

 

Rob  

 
Cliffs corner  

Two elderly guests, Martin and Chris, attended a party given 
by a business associate to mark his daughter's engagement to a 
man she had been living with for three years, they were grum-

bling about the decline in moral standards. 

'All these people sleeping together before they're married,' 
Martin muttered indignantly. 'I didn't sleep with my wife be-

fore we were married. Did you?' 

'I don't know,' answered Chris thoughtfully. 'What was her 
maiden name?' 
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Kris Cietak sent me an article to share, although he said it 

only included a small amount of turning, I disagree, the whole 

article was about TURNING apples into Cider .                                

              

              FOOD for FREE!  by Kris Cietak 

 

 Some while back my son Pete had an idea! He lives on the outskirts 

of a little village called Ness in the Wirral and his tiny house looks out 

over common land full of wild plums, sloes, crab apples and blackber-

ries. Why not make wine and cider out of all this free food?  

 

I said “great idea” and here is how you might want to go about it and 

a few internet links were provided.  

Anyway a few weeks ago Pete said the trees were starting to bear 

their fruit and by the way had I made the scratter yet? Well this was a bit 

of a shock, I didn’t know that that was the arrangement! 

 

I suppose I should have known better…in our family I have earned 

the title of Gran Master…Dziadzio ( grandpa in Polish ) can mend/make 

almost anything! Well not quite true but I have a go at making some-

thing out of nothing and sometimes nothing out of something! 

 

So I got going, found some 18 mm ply in Solihull which was a cast off 

lining from a shipping container, a stainless steel tailgate strut from a car 

tailgate for the spindle, a log of cherry I had lying about and some M10 

stainless steel bolts and some M8 threaded stainless steel rods and self 

locking nuts, which I admit to buying from Screwfix.  

    

 

I drew some plans, cut the ply, turned the 

cherry to a round roller  ( this is the woodturning 

part! ) drilled a hole through the middle with a 

long arbour, discovered the hole drifted to one 

side, re turned the roller, glued the spindle into 

the hole with epoxy, drilled holes in the roller 

and put in the bolts in a spiral pattern, drilled 

two holes in the side panels for the spindle to sit in, found that the roller 

was binding on the side panels, took the thing apart, re turned the ends 

of the roller slightly so they didn’t catch, rebuilt the whole damned thing 

with a washer each side and finally gave it a trial run, connecting a hand 

drill to the spindle sticking out of the side. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IT WORKED!          So now to try it on the crab apples…….….. 

 

I took it to Pete, we picked some crab apples, hooked everything up, 

put the scratter over a bucket and switched on, Well in just a few sec-

onds we were both covered in apple mush because we didn’t realise we 

needed a plunger to push the apples down, and to put the fruit into one 

side of the revolving cylinder so that the mush goes downwards into the 

bucket instead of everywhere! Thank God there were no wasps about! 

 

Turned Scratter with bolts in  

 The plywood box Applying power      The business end 
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After making a plunger and a few other small adjustments, we 

switched on again and SUCCESS‼, 

 

We filled the bucket with mush and proceeded to 

press the juice out with the other part of the project, 

a DIY apple press (that's another story altogether) 

made of some more of the 18 mm ply, using redun-

dant fat ball buckets with holes in, and an old net 

curtain and a car jack! 

ANOTHER SUCCESS‼ 

 

       
 

SUCCESS,‼!   

 

 

So now I am waiting for the first consignment of home made ci-

der…..payment in kind! At least it gave me something to do in lock-

down. 

 
3 1/2 litres of juice out of a bucket of apples! 

Delicious? No way!    The juice turned out so sour we had to heavily 

lace it with honey but after that it was great. 

 
Any lessons learnt?…….. 

Drill the spindle hole slowly before final turning to take into account 

drill drift 

Slightly chamfer the roller to avoid it catching on the sides 

Use threaded rods to hold things together and adjust the sides so 

they almost touch the bolts  

Remember which side of the roller to put the apples in 

Wear old clothes 

Use ripe sweet apples 

Have fun‼! 

       __________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Adding the Apples      Scratter in action        The result  
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1st Place:    John Beirne 2nd Place:       3rd Place:    

   

Intermediate Group  Torus ( 2 entries) 

1st Place:   Rob Huxley   2nd Place:   Malcolm Edwards   3rd      

   

                                                                                  Advanced Group: Tri Cornered Box with lid and Finial (1 entry) 

 1st Place:    Graham Hunt  2nd Place:      3rd    

   

   Virtual Chairman's Challenge results: September 

Novice Group   Small Bowl ( 1 Entry )  

Thank you to all those that sent in photographs of their work for the virtual Chairman’s Challenge. For those that have done the challenge, but have not sent 

in any photographs your entries will be judged physically along with the others judged in this virtual challenge when we finally return to our meetings 
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 Chairman’s Challenge : October 2020 

 

                              Novice Group                  

      Acorn  

 

  

                                   Intermediate Group 

     Gavel and Block 

 

  

 

     

 

 

 

                                        Advanced Group                                            

     Salt and Pepper mill 

  

  

 

Chairman’s Challenge : November 2020 

                           

                                Novice Group                  

    Christmas Decoration snowman 

 

  

                                          Intermediate Group 

   Christmas Decoration  Free Choice 

 

                                   

 

                                                 Advanced Group                                            

  Christmas Decoration  Free Choice 
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September Virtual Display Table   

https:www.wmwoodturners.org.uk  

       

 

 

 

 

 

                  Malcolm Edwards                       Malcolm Edwards            

 

         

          

      

 

     

             Malcolm Edwards                                    Les Wilkes  

               

    

 

 

 

 

   

                                                    Gavin Morrice  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                               And some carving in the background   
             Bob Yeomans                                      Bob Yeomans  

               

   

                    

    

 

                

                       Bob Yeomans                                    Graham Hunt             
           

  

  

 

  

 

 

                     

                      Mary Dunne                                           Mary Dunne  
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September Virtual Display Table   

  

  

 

 

  

                    Malcolm Thorpe                                   Malcolm Thorpe                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      Malcolm Thorpe                              Malcolm Thorpe                                         

  

 

  

 

 

  

        

                Malcolm Thorpe                                          Malcolm Thorpe 

  

  
 
                       

  

 

 

  

                  Phil Stevenson                                    Phil Stevenson                                       

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

        Wolfgang Schulze-Zachau           Wolfgang Schulze-Zachau   

 

 

 

 

 

                           

  

                                Wolfgang Schulze-Zachau   
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September Virtual Display Table   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             Wolfgang Schulze-Zachau   

 

 

 

 

 

                                Wolfgang Schulze-Zachau              

 

 

 

 

 

                                   Wolfgang Schulze-Zachau   

                                         QUIZ 

1. Which turner completed the most projects whilst      

doing a demo for us. 

2. According to Pat Carroll what is the colour of  the 

Axminster new  hair dryer. 

3. What type of Jig did Rick Dobney demonstrate 

        Answers to Rob Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

                 First correct answers will be the winner 

                      Winner will be announced next month 

                          Acknowledgment 
          
Thank you to: 

Cliff Lane               Humour      

Kris Cietak              Scratter Article  

  

 If you have any articles or information on Wood Turning that you feel 

would benefit other member’s of the club, please  forward them to me 

and I will consider them for publication in the Club Newsletter  

Rob 

Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Mobile 07824 660112 
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