
   West Midlands Woodturners is a “not for profit” company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165 

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.  

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.  

Programme of meetings 2020 

Venue:  Kingsbury Community and Youth Centre, unless otherwise stated.  

    

 

Cancelled    (covid-19)                           Curborough Festival of Arts   

 Cancelled   (covid-19)                     Kingsbury  May Day Fun Day                                                      

 Cancelled   (covid-19)                           Daventry     

 Cancelled   (covid-19)                          Water Orton  

 Cancelled   (covid-19)                           Newhall Mill 

 Cancelled   (covid-19)                           Newhall Mill  

 Cancelled   (covid-19)                           Newhall Mill  

September  2020 Newsletter  

20th September  Cancelled    (covid-19)                            

18th October  Cancelled    (covid-19)                            

15th November   Cancelled    (covid-19)                            

13th December Hands on: ( AGM ) Gadgets and Giz-

mos. Christmas Buffet         TBA 

               

         

 Programme of “outside” events 2020 

            

   Keep  Making    

 Shavings 

 It reduces stress 

Its important with the covid virus       
levels increasing in some areas that 

we all  continue to Stay Safe and take 
care during these uncertain times.  
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    WMWT Committee  

Chairman Steve Simmons Chair@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Vice Chair  Vacant Vice@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Director John Hooper   

Secretary Rob Huxley Secretary@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Treasurer Pete Blakey Treasurer@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Deputy Treasurer Chris Jones   

Programme and Events 

Manager 

Vacant Events@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Equipment Manager Malcolm Edwards Equipment@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Membership Secretary David Campbell Membership@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Newsletter Editor Rob Huxley Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 
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 Chairman’s Comments 

  I hope that you are all keeping well. It has been difficult to 

find things to report on in my comments while we have not 

been attending our meetings or outside events, so sorry if I 

have been repeating myself. 

We still don’t know when we will be able to resume our club 

meetings but let’s hope that it will not be too long. As soon as 

we know when we can resume we will let you all know. 

Thank you to all the members that have entered the Chair-

man’s Challenge this month. 

Unfortunately, I have not done much turning over the last few 

weeks due to having to catch up on other jobs that had to be 

put on hold due to the Covid-19. Therefore I have not been 

able to send photographs of any new work to be added into 

the newsletter. I would like to thank again, all those members 

that do send in photographs and extra content for the newslet-

ter. 

Well that’s all for now so stay safe and hope to see you all 

soon. 

 

Steve 

 

 

 Secretary's Comments  

Last month I thought I could see some glimmer of light at the 

end of the tunnel, unfortunately news today looks like the 
light has been switched off.  

 England Covid restrictions: what is allowed from 
Monday 14th September. 

The law is being amended to bar almost all gatherings of 
more than six people, indoors and outdoors, in England. 
While guidelines had previously set a limit of six for most cir-
cumstances, beyond community events, weddings and the like, 
up to now the only ceiling set in law was 30 people. That ceil-
ing has now come down, and will be effective from Monday. 
The rules also apply indoors, meaning the current limit of no 
more than two households or bubbles meeting will see a limit 
of six people overall. Weddings, funerals and other such 
events remain unchanged.  

Whilst this is not good news, the committee are still working 
on plans for a programme for 2021 with the hope that things 
will get better and we can return to some sort of normality.  

In the meantime Stay Safe and well. 

 

Rob  

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/08/coronavirus-gatherings-of-more-than-six-to-be-banned-in-england
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/08/coronavirus-gatherings-of-more-than-six-to-be-banned-in-england
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/08/coronavirus-gatherings-of-more-than-six-to-be-banned-in-england
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     Lidl / Aldi branding iron kit 
 
 
 

Some of you may have one of these already but it's worth giv-
ing this little tool a look. Lidl and Aldi seems to sell a more or 
less identical tool for less than £8. The branding iron comes 
with a variety of interchangeable tips and the attached pictures 
show just a few of the effects attainable. There may be many 
better artists than me who could do much better! I would stress 
that this tool is not a substitute for a proper pyrography tool. It 
can't give you anywhere near the delicacy of touch but then it 
costs eight quid, not £150. I've found they work well on lime 
wood and sycamore but they will perform to some degree on 
pretty much any wood. They are not always available at the su-
permarkets we love to hate (but still use) so keep an eye open - 
and don't set fire to your workshop! 
 
Phil Stevenson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                   Opening  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

    Link       https://www.thewoodturningshop.com/  
 
                          Les has demonstrated at WMWT in the past  

                                        Hampshire 
                               Post code  GU34 5AJ  
__________________________________________________________ 
 

 A Chinese man rings his boss, “Me no work I sick.” 
Boss says, “When I’m sick, I make love with my wife. Try 
that.” 
Two hours later the Chinese man rings back, “Me better, 
you got nice house.” 
 
                                                                             Thanks Cliff 
 

https://www.thewoodturningshop.com/
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Have a look at the Axminster Skill centre to find 

links to Colwin Way turning master classes on you 

tube. 

https://knowledge.axminstertools.com/skill-centre-at-home/  

Alternatively type in “skill centre at home” on youtube and 

there will be a host of  videos of Colwin way demonstrating. 

 

———————————————————————— 

              Reg Sherwin “007” 

 

 Reg Sherwin passed away on the 10th of August 2020 

Paul Hannaby and Phil Irons Shared their memories of 
Reg in the latest Revolutions magazine. 

 

Phil Stevenson sent me an e mail to say that Reg had            

facilitated many of you getting into woodturning back in the 
day and demonstrated (and attended) many WMW meetings 
for years.  

  

 

 

Axminster%20skill%20centre
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Cliffs corner  

  A man walks into the street and manages to hail a taxi. He 
climbs into the car, and the cabbie says, 'Perfect timing. you're 
just like Archie.' 

Passenger: 'Who?' 

Cabbie: 'Archie Hobday. There's a guy who did everything right. 
Like my coming along when you needed a cab. It would have 
happened like that to Archie every single time.' 

Passenger: 'There are always a few clouds over everybody.' 

Cabbie: 'Not Archie. He was a terrific athlete. He could have won 
the Grand Slam at tennis. He could golf with the pros. He sang 
like an opera baritone and danced like a Broadway star and you 
should have heard him play the piano.' 

Passenger: 'Sounds like he was something really special.' 

Cabbie: 'There's more, he had a memory like a computer. Could 
remember everybody's birthday. He knew all about wine, which 
foods to order and which fork to eat them with. He could fix any-
thing. Not like me. I change a fuse, and the whole street blacks 
out.' 

Passenger.' Wow, some bloke then?' 

Cabbie: 'He always knew the quickest way to go in traffic and 
avoid traffic jams, not like me, I always seem to get stuck in 
them.' 

Passenger: 'Mmm, there's not many like him around.' 

 

 

Cabbie: 'And he knew how to treat a woman and make her feel 
good and never answer her back even if she was in the wrong; 
and his clothing was always immaculate, shoes highly polished 
too.' 

Passenger: 'An amazing fellow. How did you meet him?' 

Cabbie: 'Well, I never actually met Archie.' 

Passenger: 'Then how do you know so much about him?' 
Cabbie: 'I married his flippin' widow.'  

 ___________________________________________________________ 
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1st Place:    John Beirne 2nd Place:       3rd Place:    

   

Intermediate Group  Apple and Pear ( 2 entries) 

1st Place:     Malcolm Edwards  2nd Place:   Rob Huxley   3rd      

   

                                                                                  Advanced Group: Box with decorated lid  ( 2 Entries ) 

 1st Place:    Graham Hunt  2nd Place:    Chris Jones   3rd    

   

   Virtual Chairman's Challenge results: August 2020 

Novice Group   Egg and Cup ( 1 Entry )  

Thank you to all those that sent in photographs of their work for the virtual Chairman’s Challenge. For those that have done the challenge, but have not sent 

in any photographs your entries will be judged physically along with the others judged in this virtual challenge when we finally return to our meetings 
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 Chairman’s Challenge : September 2020 

 

                              Novice Group                  

     Small Bowl 

 

  

                                   Intermediate Group 

      

    Torus 

 

     

 

 

 

                                        Advanced Group                                            

    Tri Cornered Box with lid and Finial 

  

  

 

Chairman’s Challenge : October 2020 

                           

                                Novice Group                  

    Acorn  

 

  

                                          Intermediate Group 

 

Gavel and Block 

                                   

 

                                                 Advanced Group                                            

  Salt and Pepper mill 
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August Virtual Display Table   

https:www.wmwoodturners.org.uk  

       

 

 

 

 

 

                  Malcolm Edwards                           Malcolm Edwards            

 

         

          

      

 

     

              

             Malcolm Edwards                                  Malcolm Edwards                   

    

 

 

 

 

 

                  Malcolm Edwards                              Malcolm Edwards                     

                     

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

                  Bob Yeomans                                      Bob Yeomans  

               

   

                    

    

 

                

                       Bob Yeomans                                    Bob Yeomans                                                                                                                                                                                                     
            

  

  

 

  

 

 

                   Chris Jones                                              Chris Jones  

  



 10 

August Virtual Display Table   

  

  

 

 

  

  

       

           Darren Smith                                         Keith Lanchester 

 

 

   

  

                                               

      Malcolm Thorpe                Malcolm Thorpe            Malcolm Thorpe 

  

 

  

 

 

  

                Malcolm Thorpe                                        Malcolm Thorpe 

  

  
 
                       

  

 

 

  

          Malcolm                        Phil Stevenson                      Phil Stevenson                                       

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

                     Rob Huxley                                          John Hooper  (fret saw) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

                       John Hooper                                       John Hooper  
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     Chairman’s Challenge and Display  

Photo’s for the display and Chairman’s challenge looked very 
thin on the ground at one point this month, so I would like to 
give a very big thank you to those members who rallied round 
and filled my inbox with photo’s for both. 

Some very interesting and colourful photo’s of all types of 
turning, burning and colouring and some fret saw work to    
enhance a turned piece. 

This is your Newsletter, these photo’s give others ideas and  

inspiration to try new techniques, processes, experiment with 
colour and  texture etc. 

I am happy to have a full inbox every month of your photos to 
share with your fellow turners.  

It would be nice to receive lots of entries to the to the chair-
man's challenge this month, we need to keep Steve busy    
judging. The torus for the intermediate group and tri corner 
box for the advance both look very interesting projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last month Cliff showed us how to make a 
sphere without a jig. 

Sören Berger  a New Zealand wood turner 

has a passion to develop tools  and products 
that enable everybody to create beautiful    
objects with ease of use. 

Check out his you tube video of using his 
calipers. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4s5LziiS08&t=42s 

You can buy the calipers for $70.00 , Cliffs method is a little 
more economical. 

                          Acknowledgment 
          
Thank you to: 

Cliff Lane               Humour      

Phil Stevenson         Aldi / Lydl  branding Iron  

 

 If you have any articles or information on Wood Turning that you feel 

would benefit other member’s of the club, please  forward them to me 

and I will consider them for publication in the Club Newsletter  

Rob 

Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Mobile 07824 660112 
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