
   West Midlands Woodturners is a “not for profit” company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165 

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.  

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.  

Programme of meetings 2021 

Venue:  Kingsbury Community and Youth Centre, unless otherwise stated.  

 17th January    

 

 May  3rd                        Kingsbury May Day Fun Day 2021   provisional 

 May  14/15th                 Daventry  Woodworks 2021              Cancelled  

February 2021 Newsletter  

 Hands On                  Cancelled                             

21st February  Zoom hands on Presentation 

21st March  Hands On                  Cancelled  

18th April  Demo: Rob Till                TBA 

16th May  Hands On                         TBA 

13th June  Demo: Joey Richardson  

18th July Hands On 

15th August Demo: Andy Coates 

19th September Hands On 

17th October Demo: Andy Routhwaite 

21st November  Hands On 

12th December  Demo:  Wolfgang Schulze-Zachau 

Programme of “outside” events 2021 

                        ZOOM PRESENTATIONS  

 We are going to start the rollout of some virtual “Hands On” 

presentation later this month. 

Please keep an eye on your e mails around the 18th February as 

Mary will be sending you your invitations. 

If you haven’t already replied to the Zoom presentation  e mail,   

can I ask you  to make sure you reply by 17th February so that we 

can include you into one of the breakout groups; We need to organ-

ise and set up the break out groups prior to the presentation. 

Any Questions or not sure how to connect please call me.  

Rob   

07824 660112 
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DURING THE MIDDLE AGES THEY 

CELEBRATED THE END OF THE 

PLAGUE WITH WINE AND ORGIES. 

DOES ANYONE KNOW IF THERE IS 

ANYTHING LIKE THAT PLANNED 

WHEN THIS ONE ENDS 

                                 (Asking for a friend) 



 3 

  Secretary’s Comments  

I blinked and it is already February; the future has started to 

look a little brighter now as we have the Covid-19 vaccine and 
vaccinations in the United Kingdom  have already passed the 
milestone of 10 million, I know from chatting to some of you 
that you have already had your vaccination. 

Having said this, there is still a very long way to go in the vac-
cination process; Hopefully as we move into the months of 

May and June we should be in a much better position to see 
how the rest of the year is likely to go. 

As you will know from the communications I have sent in the 
last couple of weeks we have been working on a Virtual 
Hands on day Zoom presentation programme for you.  The  
testing we have done went very well with only some minor 

glitches, obviously as we scale up the numbers of participants 
we may encounter a few more little glitches; However the on-
ly way to find out is to give it a go. We will be doing the first 
of the presentations on the 21st February, our normal meeting 
day and I am just waiting to find from your replies your pref-

erence to morning or afternoon, we will go with the majority. 

It is our intention at the moment to do the presentations on the 

dates published in the years programme. 

The reason we based the presentations on Hands on days is 
that most of our communication with the members highlighted 
that what they most missed (apart from the Tea and unlimited 
biscuits) was the interaction with other club members; we felt 
that using the facility of break out rooms within Zoom it 

would give us more manageable size groups where we could 
have at least some interaction. 

This is far more difficult in interactive remote demonstration  
used by some of the professional turners.  

Also, if it is a Demo you want to watch then there  are  numer-
ous different demonstrations by professional turners with   
Axminster, record power and a lot of the professionals on 

their own web site or YouTube channels which are excellent. 

I hope you will join us on the 21st February and if you have 
any suggestions, ideas or themes you would like us to cover 
please let me know. 

Stay Safe 

Rob  

————————————————————————- 

 

Anyone who doesn’t think money grows on trees   
hasn’t bought any timber lately. 
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First time Zoomer 

By Phil Stevenson  

 

 

 

 

 

Some thoughts from a first time Zoom Presenter, Coincidental-
ly or otherwise, I had been playing about with a webcam above 
my lathe for a few months. I had no real ambition to become a 
Youtube star but I did want to make a few videos for some rel-
atives. So I was delighted to be asked to act as a test pilot for 
the club's first foray into putting on a live show via Zoom for 
members.  
I should add that a lot of work had gone on by committee 
members in exploring the needs and possibilities of the project 
and the very considerable efforts bore fruit in our first trial, a 
Zoom triple presentation session.  
 
Rob will cover the broader contents of this but my personal ap-
proach may be of interest to other members who might be 
thinking of participating as a presenter when things move up a 
gear. 
 
My setup is pretty simple, I use my laptop, two webcams 
mounted on a jerry-built overhead gantry and a lapel micro-
phone which I think is the minimum needed to give a decent 
view of the presentation. A middling webcam is under £30 

from Amazon and a mic under £15. I wouldn't recommend the 
really cheap cameras; they cost a tenner for a reason!  
I'll gladly share my experiences with anyone interested in what 
I bought.   
 
 So how did the test session go? In a word, excellently! Mary 
marshalled the viewers and presenters into three groups and 
we did our demos three times over. Mine went well with few 
mishaps -  PHEW! A 30 minute presentation passes very 
quickly when you have a lot to do and say but it's very similar 
to doing an informal presentation to a few guys at our hands-
on day and great fun.  
 
To be honest I was far more appre-
hensive about my cameras, etc, 
working properly than dropping 
any clangers with the turning.  
Everything went well and under 
Mary's supervision the Zoom 
"housekeeping" was perfect.  
 
It was very useful to get feedback from the three mini-
audiences. There is definitely a lot to learn and we all had a 
good group discussion to close the session. 
 
Would I do it all again? Well of course I would! Meeting up 
(virtually) with a few of our members was great and it can only 
get better as the committee extends activities. I would strongly 
urge anyone interested to get involved.  None of us are experts 
so don't feel daunted - there's plenty of advice on hand to help 
you get started. 
 
Phil 
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 Keith's on screen Debut  

  

John’s on screen Debut  

 

 

 

 

 

  Phil’s on screen Debut 

             

 

  

 
              

 

 

Cliff’s Corner  

 

Two campers are walking through the woods when a huge 
brown bear suddenly appears in the clearing about 50 feet in 
front of them.  

The bear sees the campers and begins to head toward them.  

The first guy drops his backpack, digs out a pair of sneakers, 
and frantically begins to put them on.  

The second guy says, ‘What are you doing? Sneakers won’t 
help you outrun that bear.’  

‘I don’t need to outrun the bear,’ the first guy says. ‘I just need 
to outrun you.’ 
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 Your Woodworking Wisdom Schedule 
 
 

                Axminster Tools       
         Newsletter February 2021 
                  
Throughout 2020 Colwin Way did two live woodturning sessions a 
week from his own workshop. For 2021 these sessions will contin-
ue but from Axminsters training centre. The new sessions can be 
found by looking for Woodworking Wisdom. The original series 
from Colwin’s workshop can still be found on you tube by looking 
for Live Turning Tuesday and Live Turning Thursday. 
 

Woodworking Wisdom Schedule 
Woodworking Wisdom is continuing with three live woodworking 
videos a week throughout February. At the start of each month, 
we’ll let you know what is coming up. We take inspiration from your 
questions and suggestions, meaning you get only the woodwork-
ing videos you want to see. 
 

How to watch 
 

We’ll bring you live sessions over on our YouTube channel every 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday at 3pm UK time. Simply sub-

scribe to our YouTube channel and never miss a video. Can’t 
make the live stream? Don’t worry; they’ll be available on our 

YouTube channel to watch whenever you like! 
 
 we’ll let you know what is coming up. We take inspiration from 
your questions and suggestions, meaning you get only the wood-
working videos you want to see. 
 
 
 
 
                                                            Sent in By Cliff Lane 
 

      Date                   Session 

Tuesday 2nd Pot Pourri Pot Turning with Colwin Way 

Wednesday 3rd How To Flatten Waterstones with Jason Breach 

Thursday 4th Resawing On A Bandsaw with Craig Steele 

Tuesday 9th Inside Out Turning with Colwin Way 

Wednesday 10th Introduction to Scroll Saws with Ben Beddows 

Thursday 11th Cabinet Scraper Sharpening with Jason Breach 

Tuesday 16th Woodturning Finishes Q&A with Colwin Way 

Wednesday 17th Tormek Sharpening with Ben Beddows 

Thursday 18th 
Bandsaw or Table Saw? Buyers Guide with Craig 
Steele 

Tuesday 23rd Egg Cup Turning with Colwin Way 

Wednesday 24th Pyrography Finishes with Ben Beddows 

Thursday 25th 
Rider Sharpening Station Demonstration with Jason 
Breach 
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                      HAVE A GO AT THE WORD SEARCH 

S K E W D U S T M A S K U U T Q   SKEW TOOLREST 

R N W F U K T E G H F S N M O R  TAILSTOCK CALIPERS 

E L A A S T O N Y O A X U A O K  LIVECENTER TORMEK 

P S S C T L R O J N H X Q N L R  BOWLGOUGE GRINDSTONE 

I P D E E O M T S F H J O D R L  STEBCENTRE CBN 

L I N P X O E S S B X F U R E U  SCRAPER SPINDLEGOUGE 

A N A L T T K D G O G G L E S S  CHUCK PARTINGTOOL 

C D B A R G C N D W W H M L T E  FACEPLATE GOGGLES 

C L R T A N O I U L I V E K Z V  LATHE ABRASIVES 

R E E E C I T R R G B K T V W I  BANDSAW FACESHIELD 

M G P I T T S G Z O J N A B L S  MORSETAPER JAWS 

S O A L O R L C H U C K M G A A  CARBIDETIP DUSTMASK 

W U R I R A I H D G H N P B T R  BANJO MANDREL 

A G C V T P A Z Q E B H R B H B  DUSTEXTRACTOR FORSTNER 

J E S E Q S T E B C E N T R E A     

M O R S E T A P E R K R L S Z B     

I V V D Q P I T E D I B R A C R     

F A C E S H I E L D K K N P M B     

T K A Y E L F O R S T N E R B B     

Z O U R E T N E C E V I L J P C       
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1st Place:      2nd Place:       3rd Place:    

   

Intermediate Group   Splash Bowl ( 4 entries) 

1st Place:   Rob Huxley    2nd Place:    Kris Cietak   3rd    Place  Malcolm Edwards 

   

                                                                                  Advanced Group:   Inside out Vase ( 0 Entries) 

 1st Place:     Graham Hunt 2nd Place:      3rd    

 

 

 

 

  

  

    Virtual Chairman's Challenge results: January 2021 

Novice Group    Cord pull ( 0 Entries )  
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 Chairman’s Challenge :   February 2021 

 

                              Novice Group                  

    Mallet 

 

 

  

                                   Intermediate Group 

    Penguin 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        Advanced Group                                            

       Goblet with natural edge  

 

  

  

 

Chairman’s Challenge :  March 2021 

                              Novice Group                  

  Goblet 

 

 

  

                                   Intermediate Group 

 Goblet with captive ring 

                                        Advanced Group                                            

   Pestel and Mortar 
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                 Bob Yeomans                                   Bob Yeomans  

 

 

   

     

                                                        

                  Bob Yeomans                                  Greg Jenkins 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Greg Jenkins                                      Greg Jenkins 

  

  

 

 

 

                                           

                   

                      Greg Jenkins                                     Kris Cietak 

 

 

 

 

                      

                    Kris Cietak                                         Rob Huxley     

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    Rob Huxley                                       Rob Huxley 

 

January Virtual Display Table   

https:www.wmwoodturners.org.uk  
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                      Rob Huxley                                       Rob Huxley 

 

  

 

 

 

 

“ just cut some blanks on the bandsaw for a project , I am sending you a 

photo for the news letter mainly aimed at beginners, it’s on the elf and 

safety side, whilst cutting up some logs for the fire I saw some sparks off 

the chainsaw (which I am trained to use) so I stopped to investigate and 

to my horror buried in side the logs was some barbed wire and a 4in roof-

ing nail, I am glad it was my chainsaw and not my turning chisels,       

                                          Graham Hunt                       

 

Have you seen any interesting pictures of trees growing around objects 

                                    Send us a picture to share 

January Virtual Display Table   

https:www.wmwoodturners.org.uk  
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 If you have any articles or information on Wood Turning that you feel 

would benefit other member’s of the club, please  forward them to me 

and I will consider them for publication in the Club Newsletter  

Rob 

Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Mobile 07824 660112 

susceptible to damp conditions, the moisture will perme-
ate into the material and cause it to 'bloom' - that is, have 
a white, cloudy effect in it. Sprayed lacquers are even 
more prone to this as they collect moisture even easier. 
There's no easy cure for this, other than heating, or wait 
for a warmer day.   

——————————————————— 
Acknowledgment 

 
Thank you to: 
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                     Chestnut Products - Terry Smart  

 

I am aware that some members already subscribe to Terry 
Smart’s weekly newsletter. For those who don’t here is some 
useful seasonal advice which might save you money:  
 
Last week I was talking about using finishes in cold workshops, 
and the difficulty of spreading cold wax with paper towel. Safety 
Cloth should be fine, and has enough texture to help spread it, 
and a reader contacted me to say that he keeps a square of Ny-
Web in his tin of wax for application, not a bad idea.  
 
Someone else asked about general tips for cold workshops (in 
relation to finishes), so here goes: Be careful with Acrylic Sand-
ing Sealer, Acrylic Lacquer and End Seal. As water based finish-
es they don't like extreme cold, and if they freeze or even just get 
frost damage it's the kiss of death for them. Once affected, they 
do not return to their original state - they tend to have crystals 
form in them, rendering them unusable.  
 
Most of the other products in our range won't freeze, the solvents 
prevent that by having a low freezing point (meths, for example, 
is minus 97.6 degrees C). The notable exception is Tung Oil 
which, being solvent free, will freeze to a hard jelly consistency. 
Allowed to thaw, though, it will return to its original state and 
will be fine.  
 
Care needs to be taken regarding application too; with lacquers 
(and sealers) the real enemy isn't the cold, although this will slow 
down drying time dramatically. Rather, it's the damp atmosphere 
that is associated with cold sheds and workshops. Lacquers are 

                       Benefits of a good Vocabulary! 

I recently called an old Engineering buddy of mine and asked what he 

was working on theses days. 

He replied that he was working on “Aqua-thermal treatment of ceramics, 

aluminium and steel under a constrained environment” 

I was impressed until, upon further inquiry , I learned that he was    

washing dishes with hot water under his wife's supervision 


