
   West Midlands Woodturners is a “not for profit” company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration No: 9419165 

Demonstration days start at 9.15 am and conclude around 4.30 pm.  

(Setting up from 8.30 am) 

Hands On days start at 9.30 am and conclude about 4.00 pm.  

Programme of meetings 2021 

Venue:  Kingsbury Community and Youth Centre, unless otherwise stated.  

 17th January    
 

 May  3rd                        Kingsbury                  postpone until later in the           

        year 

September 2021 Newsletter  

 Hands On                  Cancelled                             

21st February  Zoom hands on Presentation 

21st March   Zoom hands on Presentation 

18th April   Zoom hands on Presentation 

16th May   Zoom hands on Presentation 

13th June  Zoom hands on Presentation  

18th July Zoom hands on Presentation  

15th August Demo: Rob Till  -  EGM 

19th September Hands On 

17th October Demo: Andy Routhwaite 

21st November  Hands On AGM 

12th December  Demo:  Wolfgang Schulze-Zachau 

Programme of “outside” events 2021 

September Hands on  

We will continue with the covid procedure when 

signing in to the meeting and also the arrangements 

for refreshments 

It would also be appreciated if you could bring your 

own chairs again as this would prevent the need to 

sanitise the centre chairs after use. 
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If you didn't see Sue Harker's demo on Conkers LIVE on the 

26th August it is still available on YouTube for a limited time .  

   
       https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6Ku51vj-jI 
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Secretary’s Comments  

At last we finally get to meet again at Kingsbury, I know there 

were a few hoops to jump through on signing in, however I 

think the consensus was that the measures were sensible and 

reasonable in our efforts to make the meetings as safe as we          

practically can. 

It was great to see everyone again and to try to catch up on 18 

months  worth of individuals activities during tea breaks and 

lunch.    

Rob Till gave us another very entertaining and 

informative demonstration. I was impressed by 

how he saved material (rings) for future pro-

jects rather than just turning it away into shav-

ings, it is certainty something I will remember 

to do. 

The chairman’s challenge was still a little light on entries in 

the novice and advanced groups but I’m hoping that now we 

are back to meetings we should see an increase in the number 

of entries. If you have any suggestions how we could  im-

prove the participation in the Chairman’s challenge please 

contact me. 

Having grumbled about the low participation in the Chair-

man's Challenge, I must say I was very impressed with the 

display table  tables; I think everyone saved their best pieces 

to bring with them to the meeting. The quality of the items 

was excellent, I do hope you have some more saved for the 

next meeting. 

The next meeting is a hands on meeting  and I we will arrange 

to bring along  my small lathe to enable us to spread out a   

little more. If you are intending to do any turning at the meet-

ing it would be appreciated if you could bring along your own 

tools if possible to minimise the use of club tools and elimi-

nating the need for sanitising after use.  

Last meeting it was suggested we limit the participation 

around each lathe to 3-4 people and I think this is a workable 

idea. 

I would like to thank Mary and Cliff who did a splendid job of 

keeping us supplied with tea, coffee and biscuits amid all the 

extra covid precautions around the catering. 

I look forward to seeing you all on the 19th. 

Rob 

———————————————————————— 

The CLUB need’s “YOU” 

In November we will be looking to elect a 

Chairman and  also Deputies for some of the  

officers of the committee to ensure we have a 

solid succession plan for the running of the club. 

If you feel you could play a part on the  committee or feel you 

would like to assist in the running of the club.  

Please contact me.     Rob    
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Review of Rob Tills Demonstration  

Rob’s first project was based on a blank 

too thin to actually put a tenon on and he 

wanted to create something different 

from just another platter. 

He showed us some of the examples he 

had created from different thin blanks in-

corporating the tenon and decorative 

ring. 

A left over piece from a previous project 

was used as a tenon and  glued onto the 

thin blank using PVA glue, ideally this 

should be left overnight to ensure a good 

bond. The blank was 7” / 190mm dia. 

A screw chuck was used in a k10 chuck 

with C jaws. Rob has the screw chuck 

marked so he always aligns it in the jaws 

in the same place. 

The blank had been drilled and fitted on-

to the screw chuck with the glued on ten-

on facing the tailstock, the tailstock was 

then brought up for added safety. 

Using an Ashley Isles 1/2 bowl gouge 

with a long grind the face was trued up 

and using a pull cut the basic shape was 

created. 

The Tenon was to become a feature of 

this piece and the size was reduced to 

suit both the outside diameter and a 

decorative ring that was going to be in-

serted into the face.  

Rob had decided he wanted to use a 

contrasting beech ring which he had 

saved from a previous project. The 

beech ring was placed against the blank 

and guide lines roughly marked with a 

pencil, with the lathe running the rings 

were made on  the blank. It was im-

portant to make sure the ring would be  

a good fit once the groove had been cut 

out.  

A parting tool was used make a very 

shallow cut  on the outer edges of the 

groove, once checked with the ring to 

ensure a snug fit the channel was in-

creased to a depth of 8mm.  

For the purpose of the demo Rob used 

CA glue for speed but PVA would be 

more suited and left to bond overnight. 

When inserting the ring the grain orien-

tation was matched in both timbers. 
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The wing of the bowl gouge was used again 

to carefully shape the piece leaving a 10mm 

flat at the edge to enable the piece to be 

fixed to the base.  

The piece was sanded with 120 grit , 180 

grit and  240 grit; there was still a small 

amount of tear out and Rob used a spray of 

water to lift the end grain and then re-sanded 

which removed the tear out. 

The tenon was checked and adjusted to 

make sure it would sit square in the jaws be-

fore removing from the screw chuck. 

The piece was removed from the screw 

chuck and reversed and fitted in the chuck. 

The surface was levelled using the bowl 

gouge. 

As the piece was too thick for this project 

and a large amount of material would be 

turned into shavings Rob used a parting tool 

to cut approx. 20mm into the outer diameter;  

he then marked the depth of the cut with a 

pencil on the face and used the parting tool 

to cut a walnut ring for another project. 

 

 

                                                                 

The outer 10-15 mm needs to be kept  

square as this is the  edge that will be   

eventually glued together . 

The excess material was removed using the 

pull cut until the face was flat.  

The outer edge was marked with a pencil to 

give a guide. Rob also showed us with his 

blue peter piece how important the thick-

ness mattered in the final piece. 

Working inward from the pencil line with a     

standard grind bowl gouge Rob started   

slowly removing material checking thick-

ness as he progresses.  

He left as much material in the centre as 

long as possible to support the  piece, re-

moving too much will allow the piece to 

flex more. 

Rob kept removing material, checking 

thickness as he progressed towards the  

centre. 
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Once the piece was finally sanded, Rob 

made one last check to make sure the joint 

face is flat. 

 

The piece was removed from the jaws and 

was ready to be reversed and the tenon 

turned away to form a button, it is personal 

choice and you may wish to remove the 

tenon completely. 

A jam chuck was fitted in the SK100 jaws 

and had a felt face, this jam chuck can   

also be made with non-slip draw liners or     

carpet underlay glued to a block.                    

The piece was reversed and lined up with 

the tailstock centre point mark made on   

the tenon earlier in the project. 

Using a spindle gouge to carefully reduce 

the tenon to form a button shape. Use a 

push cut towards the headstock and not 

across as this could move the piece on the 

felt pad. 

Reduce the button to desired shape and 

sand before parting off.  

 

 

The piece now needs to be cut in half and 

glued together. 

Without a bandsaw set up Rob couldn’t 

demonstrate this part of the process but 

went through the method.  

The piece was placed on a board and a 

centre line drawn. A compass was used to 

draw a circle the same diameter as the 

piece to ensure the centre line was accu-

rately marked as when the piece is cut in 

half the parts need to be equal. 

Tape was used to hold the piece on the 

board whilst using a band saw to cut the 

piece, ideally the bandsaw would have a 

16tpi blade for clean accurate cuts. 

Rob had a Blue Peter already sawn piece 

to show us. 

The faces and alignment were checked. 

Small adjustments can be made but accu-

rate measurements during the process 

would reduce this to a minimum. 

PVA glue was applied to the surface and 

the two halves held together with tape 

overnight until the glue has cured.  
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The final part of this project was making the 

stand. For this Rob used a ring off  cut of 

lingum vitae supplied by Steve Heely from 

one of his projects.  

The lingnum vitae was then shaped and cut in 

half to form a heavy stable base for the piece.                                

 

Project 2 Candlestick/box 

For the next project Rob showed us a beech 

candle stick he was going to demonstrate. 

However this was not just another candle-

stick as there was a box integrated into the 

stem.  Ideal for stashing the diamonds away 

from the clutches of burglars. 

A whole had been pre drilled into the end of 

a piece of beech to house the candle holder 

The piece was 62mm (2 1/2”) diameter and 

240mm (9 3/4”) long and was mounted be-

tween a steb and live centre.  

A tenon was created on both ends to accom-

modate the c jaws. A line was marked 80mm 

(3 3/4”) from the headstock end. 

Using a parting tool the piece was divided 

until almost  through and finished with a 

saw.  

The shorter piece was fitted into the chuck  

to create the lower section of the candle-

stick/box. The diameter was reduced so  

the upper piece would create a hang over.      

The outer surface was shaped with a spin-

dle gouge to create the cup shape leaving 

44mm (1 3/4”) from the base of the cup to 

the foot of the candlestick. 

The inner part of the cup was removed by 

pushing in the spindle gouge at 25 degrees 

and drawing the tool outward and cutting 

on the bottom of the wing. 

 

A small lip was created for the tenon on   

the top piece to eventually sit into. 

 

The top half of the candle stick was fitted 

into the chuck and the face squared up.  

 

 

A tenon was created to match the lip size 

on  the lower half and small adjustments 

made to create a snug fit. 
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Once a snug fit was achieved a shallow 

hollow was formed in the end of the 

piece, the ultimate depth of the hollow is 

dependent on how big the diamond is. 

When this was complete the two halves 

were removed. It is important to keep the 

grain aligned as much as possible. 

 

The base section blank was mounted onto 

a screw chuck. 

As the top of the top of the blank would 

need to be reduced to form the  top of    

the base, Rob again decide to create an-

other ring for stock rather than turning the 

excess into shavings.  

 

With the price of materials forever on the 

increase, this is a great way to get as 

much value from each blank as you possi-

bly can. 

The face was initially squared up to create 

the base of the piece. 

 

 

The base was checked with aa steel ruler 

and then under cut slightly so the base 

would sit well. 

 

A recess was marked to fit the chuck di-

ameter and then cut out using a parting 

tool.  

The centre was shaped to create a decora-

tive feature. 

The piece was reversed and fitted into the 

chuck.  

A hole was drilled using a saw tooth for-

stner bit mounted in a Jacobs chuck in 

the tailstock. The hole was 25mm (1”) 

wide and 20mm (3/4 “) deep to accom-

modate the candlestick. 

The base was then roughly shaped. The 

piece was removed from the lathe, leav-

ing the piece in the chuck. 

The two parts of the candlestick were re-

mounted between centres and a 25mm 

( 1”) tenon created on the lower section  

Cut some small lines in the tenon for 

glue expansion. 
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The stem was removed and the base refit-

ted. The hole was finessed to give a nice 

snug fit with the stem. 

Once the snug fit had been achieved the 

stem was fitted to the base and the tail-

stock brought up to hold everything in 

place. 

Now the whole piece was together it     

enables you to view proportions more eas-

ily. 

 

The top half of the candlestick holder 

shape was created and then moved down 

keeping an eye on proportions.  

 

Once the final shape of the whole candle-

stick was complete Rob used the skew to 

clean up and highlight the sharp edges to 

the fillets. 

A candlestick with a secret integral box 

compartment for those diamonds. 

 

 

 

Project 3 Lidded box with finial 

The piece of wood used for the box was willow 

and Rob described it as being “wettish”. 

 

The willow was put between centres and a 

tenon formed to fit the goliath jaws fitted 

to the SK14 chuck. 

 

The piece was initially trued up using a 

roughing gouge. 

 

The outside was shaped using  a 1/2” spin-

dle gouge. The lathe speed was 2,200 rpm. 

Once the outside had been shaped the in-

side was hollowed out initially using the 

spindle gouge again turned to 25 degrees 

and pulled outward removing material. 

Rob then chose the woodcut hollowing 

tool to complete  the removal of material 

from the inside of the box. 
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The top of the box was finally shaped. 

 

 

Once the top was shaped a  ledge was cre-

ated to accept the lid. The piece should be 

left fairly thick until it has dried out. 

As the box was to be decorated, Rob 

demonstrated the Axminster electric carv-

ing tool on a scrap of wood prior to carv-

ing the actual piece.  

 

Another Blue Peter dry box was produced 

and Rob sketched some outlines for the 

carving.  

 

He started to carve out the grooves fol-

lowing his outlines however the piece of 

wood chosen was not the best and made 

carving difficult however it gave us the 

basic principal. 

Acrylic paint was then painted into the 

grooves cut and allowed to dry, this pro-

cess can be accelerated with a hot air gun.   

The next job was to create the finial. 

The piece was rounded between centres 

and a tenon cut on one end. 

 

The piece was fitted into the chuck and a 

suitable tenon created to match the ledge 

in the box section. 

 

The base of the finial was initially 

shaped. 

 

The fit of the tenon was checked against 

the ledge of the box  before removing 

too much material. 

 

Once this had been done and the finial 

reduced in diameter it was reversed in 

the chuck and the top of the finial was 

shaped. 

 

Once completed the lid was removed 

from the chuck. 
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The box was refitted to the chuck and the 

excess paint sanded away to expose the  

painted grooves and then removed from the 

chuck. 

A jam chuck was made to support the box 

whilst the tenon was removed and the base 

formed.  

 

Rob created some decoration on the base of 

the box before finally parting off. 

  

 Another very entertaining Demonstration from 

Rob Till  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Review by Rob Huxley  

It was difficult under the covid measures to see some of the 

piece close up or touch so here are a few photo’s. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Rob can be contacted  07455164798 or 
e mail roberttill.woodturner@gmail.com      

 

mailto:roberttill.woodturner@gmail.com
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You May remember from the April Newsletter 

Kris Cietak making jigs for routers etc. Well he 

has a few posts and flanges left over, and a few 

headstock spindles. 

Hi all 
During lockdown I have been making this and that to help me 
turn wood and if anyone is interested I have a few lefto-
vers……. going for a song!   
A …Banjo posts with flanges 
These fit 1inch banjo holes and let you make a platform for a 
palm router or Dremel type tool.  
3 sizes ……..including thread..7, 10 and 13 cm long 
Made for me by Good Turns Engineering Redditch…….. £10 each 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B …Headstock spindle bolt reverse threaded 

This fits into headstock spindle and allows you to make a 

wheel or a handle to turn the spindle while holding your 

chuck. It has an M10 female thread at the other end so you 

can use an M10 bolt to fix your handle or wheel with a bit of 

epoxy to help. There is a hole for a tommy bar so you can un-

screw it from the headstock spindle so you can use the knock 

out bar.                                                                                         

Made for me by Good Turns Engineering Redditch .. £3.00 a throw! 

 

 

 

 

 

C Marble kitchen work top off cuts  for Crazy Sharpening 

If you have been following Axminster You Tube during lock-

down  then you might have seen Jason and his  Crazy Sharp-

ening. He uses plastic backed Al oxide abrasive stuck to a flat 

surface such as this to sharpen and hone his chisels. It really 

works but you have to    get your own abrasive from Axmin-

ster … FREE!  if you give a donation to the Club!   

Kris 

If these sizes don’t fit your lathe I’m sure Kris will give you 

the engineering company contact details. 
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      “Aint No Mountain High Enough”  

For Darren Smith 

 

 

 

 

Ben Nevis Summit  

 

 

 

 

 

     Scafell Pike Summit                     Snowdon Summit 

It was a personal challenge after being diagnosed with Type 2 
Diabetes. I wanted to change my life style and this I have 
done, hopefully fully off medication within the next 6 months. 
l have set myself a goal of walking 20 miles per week, the 
week I did Ben Nevis took me to 40 miles, I am now back to 
around 30 miles per week. The walk up and down Ben Nevis 
was 11 miles and took 8 hours to complete. 

 

I meet this group from Dudley who go on a pilgrimage to hon-
our the Great Bert Bessel who had connections with Dudley 
and Fort William. 

The Memorial Society which has seen links strengthened be-
tween Dudley and Fort William whilst totalling 94 ascents of 
the mighty Ben Nevis by 63 different individuals who I'm sure 
will all never forget the experience for a variety of reasons 
even if it has been 'never again' for some!! You'll see from the 
statistics that a number of regulars come back for more with I 
think three of us having achieved five or more ascents during 
that time.  

                          What next Darren ???? 

There are in total 282 Munros across Scotland. The high-
est Munro is Ben Nevis at 4,411 ft (1,345 m), though there are 
lower, but arguably more challenging … 

 

    Ben Lawers  1,214 m 

 

 

            Ben Macdui 1,309 m 

 

 

 

   Braeriach 1,296 m 



 14 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Turning Flowers in Green Holly 
By Malcolm Thorpe 

 
These flowers are made from recently 
felled Holly. The trunks are trimmed    
between branches to about 6 inches 
long. The blank is mounted between 
centres, using the pith hole if possible. 
If the pith hole is off centre it may  be 
where a crack will start. The bark can 
be left on for natural edge flowers or 
removed for a plain edge. 
 Mount the blank on a scroll 
chuck, clean the face flat and square. 
Turn a trumpet shape into the end 
grain with a spindle gouge about 50 
mm deep. Wet wood does not sand 
well but the surface can be smoothed 
with coarse Abranet. Then drill 5mm 
hole 15mm deep in the centre. 

Arrange for a light to shine on the 
end and make a mark at the depth 
plus 10 mm. Start to remove the out-
side starting with the first 10 mm, 
turn until an even colour is seen 

 Then check the wall thickness. Carry on turning until the wall 
thickness is between 1.5 and 2 mm. Continue to remove stock 
in stages   keeping the same even colour and thickness.       
Remove any ridges with a light touch of a scraper or coarse 
Abranet. Cut off with about 6mm of extra length. Leave in a 
warm dry place to dry out for at least 24 hours 

Using a scrap piece of a hard wood like beech turn a cone 
shaped former to suit the inside of the flower . Place the 
flower over the cone and hold in place with a running centre 
in the tailstock. Starting with 180 grit sand the flower down 
to 600 grit and seal with sanding sealer. Add a small invert-
ed cone to suit the end of the flower and drill a 3mm hole in 
the centre. Using a wood screw to firmly hold the flower for 
sanding the inside. Use a piece of dowel to hold the abrasive 
paper rather risking your finger deep in the cone. Put on a 
coat of sanding sealer. 



 15 

 

Malcolm Thorpe 

 

 
Cliffs corner  
 

As I get Older and I remember all the people I’ve lost along 
the way,  

I think to myself,  

maybe a career as a tour guide wasn’t for me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Never criticize someone until you have walked a mile in their 

shoes. That way, when you criticize them, you'll be a mile 

away, and you'll have their shoes. 

Turn a piece of suitable hardwood (I used Silky Oak) down 

to 25 mm for a connecting piece and mount in a chuck. Turn 

out a seating for the flower in the end grain, drill a 5mm 

hole and shape the outside without parting off. The flower 

can be glued into the piece with a PVA type adhesive. When 

fully set, the flower can be shaped as a lily (called a spathe). 

Spray the flower with lacquer.  

 

 

 

 

 

Select a colourful timber for the central spike, called a spa-

dix, I used Puta Jumu in the photos. Turn between centres to 

approx. 8mm in diameter with a 5 mm section. This can be 

held in a home made chuck to finish the shape and polish. 

Glue in the spike and a stalk from a small piece of branch.  
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1st Place:      Chris Chambers 2nd Place:       3rd Place:    

   

Intermediate Group   Lidded Box 3 entries) 

1st Place:    Rob Huxley     2nd    Place:   Dave Hobbs    3rd    Place    Kris Cietak   

   

                                                                                  Advanced Group Manta –Ray bowl with lid and finial ( 0 entries ) 

 1st Place:        2nd Place:      3rd    

 

  

 

 

  

  

           Chairman's Challenge results: August  2021 

Novice Group   Garden string holder  ( 1 Entry )  
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 Chairman’s Challenge :   September 2021 

 

                              Novice Group                  

   Tool Handle  

 

 

  

                                   Intermediate Group 

 Earing Stand 

  

 

 

 

 

                                        Advanced Group                                            

    Box with finial 

 

  

  

 

Chairman’s Challenge :  October 2021 

                              Novice Group                  

  Apple 

 

 

  

                                   Intermediate Group 

  Bowl cut and reconstructed 

                                        Advanced Group                                            

  Box with threaded lid  

 

 

  “One for you Mr Miller” 
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August Display Table    

https:www.wmwoodturners.org.uk  

         “Wow”  

I think everyone's been storing 
their display items for our first 
meeting back at Kingsbury.  

We managed to fill 2 whole ta-
bles with 36 display items. 

See the next 3 pages for         
individual items. 
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                  Kris Cietak                                  Kris Cietak  
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          Malcolm Edwards                         Cliff Lane  

 

 

 

       

         Rob Huxley                                Rob Huxley     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Vance Lupton                             Vance Lupton  
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 If you have any articles or information on Wood Turning that you feel 

would benefit other member’s of the club, please  forward them to me 

and I will consider them for publication in the Club Newsletter  

Rob 

Editor@wmwoodturners.org.uk 

Mobile 07824 660112 

 Acknowledgment 
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          Lathe for Sale 

        Record Maxi 1 

 

 

I have received an e mail from Amanda who is selling a Maxi 
1 lathe. If you are interested please contact Amanda directly  

Hello 

I am selling a maxi 1 wood lathe with outrigger due to spinal 
injury it's only been used once  

I was wondering if any of your members would be interested 

£1800 Ono 

Regards 

Amanda         07732327223         eamanda058@gmail.com 

————————————————————–- 

 

Imagine if trees produced a Wi-Fi signal they would 
be planting trees everywhere, too bad they only     

produce the oxygen we breathe.  

    You would get a few blanks out of this tree 


